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XENOPHON.

CHAPTER L

NOTICES OF TiIE, LIFE OF XENOPHON PREVIOUS TO
THE EXPEDITION OF CYRUS,

TrERE is none of the ancient Greek authors whose’
rs@nality stands more clearly before us than that of
enophon. We owe this entirely to his own writings,

for external notices of him are meagre and untrust-

worthy ®ut the historian of the expedition of Cyrus,
theYecorder of the cunversations of Socrates, and the
varied essayist on so many topics of ancient' Greek
life, was one of those writers who, in depicting other
things, give at the same time a portrait of themselves.

His chief work is the account of a military expedition

in which he was himself engaged, and in which ho

ultimately played a very prominent and leading part.

So it follows only naturally that five-sevenths of this

work .qre almost pure autobiography. We have thus

from Xenophou's ownshand a minute and Jliving pic
A



2 OUR KNOWLEDGE OF XENOPHON®

ture of himself and his actions for more than a yéar
and a half, during one of the most interesting episodes
of military history. We have from himself also an
indication of his subsequent mode of life in his coun-
try residence, when he had settled down into a landed
proprietor, and had exchanged the sword for the pen.
And all his writings, though perfectly artistic, are 8o
naive, communicative, and at the same time so oc-
sislent in tone, that we can have no doubt that they
reflect hig real character. They seem to bring the
man himself, with his habits and ways of thinking,
his principles, prejudices, and superstitions, vividly
before us.  But excopt what can be derived from these
sources, we have scarcely any information about the
lifo of Xenophon. There is a biography of him writ-
ten by Diogones Laertius at the end of the second
century A.n.  But, like the rest of the  Lives” of
Diogenes, it is a mére debris of anecdotes and Gradi-
tions ; and no assertion which it contains can be ac-
cepted without criticism. .
There is no reason, however, for discmiemg the
statement that Xenophon was the son of one Gryllus,
an Athenian citizen ; for this is corroborated by the
bettor-attested fact that the historian had a som also
named Gryllus—it being the custom at Athens to call
children after their gx;midfathgrs. The family of
Xenophon must have belonged {0 the upper middle
ranks of Athens, as he himself was one of the clas of
“knights,” or horsamen, for whom a property-qualifi-
cation was required  But he could not have had
much hereditary riches to depend on, else ho would



DATE OF HIS BIRTH. 3

pot have made himeelf a soldier of fortune, fighting
“for his own hLand” in Asia, and being anxious to
settle down there as a colonist, had circumstances been
'favourable.
#® As to the exact date of the birth of Xenophon,
there has been some doubt and controversy. This,
however, has ariden from the words occurring at the
ﬁ* mmencement of one of his minor works, called
he Banquet,’ in which he professes 1q describe cir-
cumatances at which he was himself present. The
supper-party in question was connected with the
Panathenaic games of the year 420 B.c.; and some
critics, assuming that Xenophon must have been more
than twenty voars old at the time, place the date of his
birth at about 445 B.o, This assumption is connected

with a story, of apocryphal origin, that Xenophon was..
present at the battle of Delium (424 n.c.), and that his*

life was saved by Socrates on that occasion, Other
clrcumstances, however, prevent us from helieving in
the reality of such an occurrence. And as to the
* Banqudty internal evidence tends to show that this
is awmerely imaginative picture, so that we cannot
build any theory on Xenophon’s having stated that he
was “ present” on the occasion, and still less can we
find any ground in his description of the circumstances
for deciding how old he may have becn at the time.
The real dafa that e have for fixing the age of
Xenophon consist in the terms in which he speaks

wf himself in relating the “ Retreat of the Ten Thon-

smnd.” And these are sufficiently conclusive for all
Phyctical purposes, He twice speaks of the immaturity

4



4 REVENTS DURING HIS YOUTH.

of his own age, at that period, as rendering him difft- «
dent in offering couneel to the other captains of the
Greek army. He mentions himself as youngest of the
seven officers chosen to conduct the retreat ; he relatos '
his own constant performance of duties requiring youth®
ful activity ; and he records that the Thracian chief,s
Seuthes, thinking that he was poseibly unmarried,
offered him the hand of his daughter. From all thy
we may fairly.gather that Xenophon, at the time of
expedition’ of Cyrna (401 B.c.), was not more than
thirty years of age. His birth may, with great pro-
bability, be placed about the year 431 B.c., contempor-
aneously with the commencement of the Peloponnesian
war. '
Through the successive phases of that {wenty-eight
years’ war, Xenophon grew up to manhood. He was
.probably unconscions of the horrors of the plague:
" which raged at Athens during the second and%hird
vears of the war. But he may well have remembered
in his early boyhood the annual invasion of Attiea by |
the Spartans, and the mvaging of the coustry up {0
the very city walls. When about seventeen yeart ald
he probably shared in the ‘enthusissm conneated. ¥ith
the sending off of the Athenian expedition against
Sicily; and two years later he witnessed the national
grief and consternation at the news of the utter de-
struction of the Athenian force at Syracuse. When
about twenty—mght years old, he saw the blockade,
and finally the “tapitulation, of Athens, which in some’
respects might be compared to the eapitulation ‘of
Paris in the year 1871. Such comparisons muek nit



INFLUENCES ON BI8S MIND. . b

* b pushed too far; but in some particulars the relation
of the Spartans to the Athenian people might be said
, to be analogous to that of the Germans to the French
*in the groat Franoo-Prussian war. The events con-
fempgmnmun with his youth and early manhood must
necessarily. have had an influence on. the, mind end
character . of . Xepophon. 1t was altogether an un-
y‘\ppy time—a period in which the national prestige
of Athens was gradually being lost. Jhe effect on
the mind of a youthful Athenian would imturally be
to prevent his feeling & pride in his country. This is,
doubtless, an unfuvourable circumstance for any one.
In after-life wo find Xenophon not absolutely un-
patriotic—indeed, in his writings ho appears con-
stantly to be devising methods for the improvement of
the Athenian resources ; but we find him deficient in
onything like reverence for Athpens, He seems to
“sit’loose” on his country, and he shows & readiness
to denationalise himself, and throw in his fortunes
"witht those of foreign states, which can be best ex-
-plained Wy reference to the events and influences of
his Youth.

In the mean time, Xenophon had shared with his
counirymen that awakening of the intellect which
especially characterised Athens during the very period
of her inciplent poljtical decline. It was the time
‘when Athenisn poetry and art had reached their acme,
and now oratory and debate were being studied and

* practised with zeal ; Greek prose style was being culti-
yated pnd developed ; and, from the. discussions of the
‘pphists and Socrates,sphilosophy was receiying & new



6 INTELLECTUAL ADVANTAGES

birth, The keen lively mind of Xenophon drank  «
all the influences of the age. He probebly never

ilistened to the eloquence of the great Pericles, but he

must have heard innumerable debates in the Agora,’
and probably took part in many. From year to yeu®

he enjoyerd the refining influence of the great master-

pieces of Greek tragedy brought upon the stage by

Sophocles, lunpdes, and Agathon; while, at the

same time, t}.e inimitable comedies of Aristophanes

furnished sannually a humorous and intellectnal com-

mentary on public events and characters. Xenophon's

thoughts must necessarily have been much engaged

with war and foreign politics ; and, above all, he had

the great advantage, during the plastic period of his

youth, of being the pupil and companion of the re-

nowned Athenian teacher, Socrates.

We cannot tell yhether the tradition,” which has
been preserved by Diogenes, of the beginuing o¥ this
relationship, can be regarded ss literally true. But gt
all events it is a very pleasing anecdote. We.m told |
that Socrates, encountering Xenophon, whe was “a
besutiful, modest boy,” in a narrow passage, pué his
stick across so as to stop him, aud asked him * where
proviaions could be bought?” On Xenophon men-
tioning some place, he agnin asked,  And where are
men made noble and good 1” “gamehonknewnot
what to answer, he said, “ Well, then, follow and
learn.” And thenceforth Xenophon became the du-
"ciple of Socrates.

He sppears to have diligently applied himself to
profit by his opportunities, fon he was considered by
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» the anoients to have been “the first man that ever

took notes of conversations.” He made a considerable
, collection of the conversations of Socrates thus noted
gorwn. These were afterwards published in the book
commonly known as the ¢ Memorabilia,' for which all
the intellectual world must be grateful to Xenophon. -
But personnlly he can only have been to a limited ex-
tpnt influenced by the teachings of Socrates, as he had
no taste for the higher and more absract parts of
philosophy, and therefore he only asgimilated the
ethical and practical elements of the thought of his
master.  Other pupils of Socrates, such as Plato and
Euclid, appear to have derived from their teacher an
impulse towards metaphysical speculation, of which
Xenophon shows no trace. He was throughout his
life a practical sensible man of the world, imbued with
the easier and more popular Socatic theories ; rather
too fond of omeus and divination, for which taste ho
gquoted the authority of his master; doubtless much
cultivated and improved by all the Socratic discussions
to whic® he had listgned, hut by no means to be
recfoned as one of the philosoplers of the Socratic
“ family.”

- He appears, at all events, to have rega.rded Socrates
ds his mentor and sdviser ip the affairs of life. We -
have from his own pgn * the following account of the
share of Socrates in determining the step most import-
ant of all in the career of Xenophon. In the year 402
B.C. he received a letter from a Bootian friend named
Pmmugmghxmtocomotoﬂudumdhh

* Anabesis, iii. 1.



8 SHALL HE SKERVE UNDER CYRUS?

service under Cyrus, the younger brother of Artax- '
erxes king of Persia. He showed this letter to Socrates,

and consulted him whether he should go. Socrates,
thought that there was a risk of Xenophon's getting
into trouble with his countrymen if he were to join

*Cyrus, who was believed to have given assistance

against them to the Spartans, He advised him to go

to Delphi and consult the oracle. Xenophon wer)

accordingly te Delphi; but haviug made up his own

mind on tife subject, he barred dissuasion by evasively

asking of Apollo “ what god he should sacrifice to in

order to perform most propitiously the journey which

he had in his mind?” The oracle directed him to

sacrifice to ¢ Jupiter the King.” Having taken back

this answer, he was reproved by Socrates, but told

that he must now do as the god had directed. Ac-
cordingly he performed his sacrifice, and crossad the
Archipelago to Ephesus, whence he proceeded to thg

rendezvous at Sardis.

In this story we see amusingly. whbgted thg,,wd
fulness of the youthful Xenophon, and the®*prastical
‘shrewdness, mixed with superstition, of Socrites.
There might be some risk of unpleasant consequences
from taking service under Cyrus, yet, on the other
hand, there was a chance of such a step turning out
well. The offers of Cyrus had ¢ peculiar fascination
for the soldiers of fortune in Greece ; and Socrates,
even as a practical adviser, may have been not insens-
ible o the same imaginative influence. He followed
his ewn maxim, “ In cnses of doubt sonsult the gods”
and despatched Xemophon to the ormecle of Delphi,”
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The oracular responge, as commonly happened in such
circumstances, only confirmed  the inguirer in the
conrse 4o which he.was himself inclined. And Xeno-
phon accordingly joined the expedition of Cyrus. He
%uined it ¢ neither as an officer nor a soldier,” but in
an unattached capacity. The leading events of that
ill-fated expedition, and the subsequent adventures of
ttte Greek force which was engaged in it, will occupy

e three following chapters; and wjth all these
events Xenophon himself was so completelp identified,
that the account of themn, tuken from his * Anabasis,’
will be found to be a continuation of the life of the
nistorian,



CHAPTER 11
« THE EXPEDITION OF GYRUS.

TaE best and most interesting of the works of Xeno-
phon is called the ‘Anabasis.’” This name signifies
the “march up-country,” that is, from the sea to
Babylon, and is only applicable to the first part of the
work. The book, therefore, is misnamed, as it is far
more concerned with the ¢ Catabasis,’ or * march down
to the sea agnin.” Letting this pass, the ‘ AniKisis’
essentially consists of three parts ; 1st, The Expediticn
of Cyrus, and his invasion of the Persian dowminions ;
2d, The retreat of the Greek contingent in lss'army to
the Euxine; 3d, The vicissitudes of that contizgent
when they had got back among Greek towns, but still
kopt together as a mercenary force. These thres divi-
sions of the story give us the natural headings for the
present and two aubmquent chqpters.

The Cyrus now referred to is of course not Cyms the
Great (mentioned in the Bible), who had died more
theatés century previous to this expedition, and whd'
had been succeeded by Cambyses, Darins I, Xerxes 1.
(Ahasuerus), Artaxerxes L, gnd Darius L’ (called
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oNbthus), who was father to Ariaxerxes IL (called
Mnemon), and to Cyrus, the younger, with whom we
Jave to do.

Darius Nothus came to the throne in the year 423

., and Cyrus was born after this date. He was,
therefore, less than twenty-one years old when our -

story begins. Orientals are precocious, and early au-
thority matures the powers; but still it must be allowed
that he was a young princeof veryextraordipary abilities,
for in the measures by which he proposed to carry out
his ambitious projects, he quite departed from the tra-
ditionary ideas of his country. He was the favourite
son of his mother, Parysatis, who encouraged him in
expecting to supersede his elder brother and succeed
to the throne. As he had been horn affer his father's
aecession, he had, according to Persian custom, a supe-
rior claim to his brother, who, having besn born before
the dbcession, ranked as the son of a private person.
ﬁut Darius Nothus, his father, scttled it otherwise,
and give Cyrus, in his seventeenth year, the satrapy of
Lydia, PRrygia, and Cappadocia, being, in short, the
groater part of Asia Minor, while he nominated Artax-
erxes to succeed himself on the throne. .«

The youthful satrap had, from the first, Greek troops

in his' pay, and Greek officers about his person. He ’

mixed in Grecian polijics, and assisted the Spartans in
their war against Athens. Just before his father's
..denth (404 B.c.) he was summoned to Babylon, and,
when the decease had occurred, he was chargediwith
plotting against his newly.crowned brother. He was
&xrostod by Artaxerxes, sud would have been put to
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death, but his mother begged his life and sent bhime
back to his province.

Returning in disgrace and anger, he orgamised with
secrecy and determination his plans. He collected
_more Greek troops by giving out that Tissaphernes,®a
neighbouring satrap, had designs upon the Greck towns
in Asia Minor, and inviting Spartan soldiers to come
over for their defence. He employed Clearohns,\s
Lacedemonign exile, Proxenus, the friend of Xenophan,
and other Greek adventurers who had come to his
coyrt, to raise a force for him, on the pretext of an
expedition against Tissaphernes, or against the moun-
taineers of Pisidia. Sardis was the rendezvous, Pisidia
the ostengible object ; all designs against Artaxerxes
wore carefully concealed. And, in the meanwhile, the
Great King himself was entirely blinded with regard to
his brother's intentiona. He thought that one satrap
was going to make war on another—a cm:unst.anoe
entirely beneath his notice !

With a Greek force approaching 10,000 (they became
afterwards rather more by additions on thesway), and
with a native army of 100,000 men, Cyrus mseched
from Sardis in the early spring of the year 401 m.c.
He proceeded in a south-casterly direction, as it was
part of his plan that his fleet should co-operste with
him on the south coast of Asig Minor, and the route
taken was that which would have led to Pisidis. They
marched about seventy miles to the Msander, which
thagiswossed on a bridge of boats, and stopped s week''
ab the wealthy city of Colossm,* where reinforcements

® This was the placs to which St m-wmme»
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solned them. Procedding onwards, they reached
Celmens, where Cyrus had a palace and a vast park
{Xenophon calls it by the Persian name, & “ paradise ”)
stocked with wild animals, which he ussd to hunt
when he or his horses roquired exerdlse: In this
“ government house,” which he was destinéd never to
seo again, he now rested for a month, and the army
wps increased by the arrival of more Greek recruits,
The Greek contingent was reviewed, and gvas found to
conzist of 11,200 men. .

In the plains of Caystrus three months’ pay became
due to the troops. There had been some mistake in
the arrangements, and Cyrus was in porplexity, when, ;
most opportunely, he was joined by Fpiaxa, wife of -
Syennesis, king of Cilicia, who came to meet him, -
Yringing a large sum of money as an offering, and with
this he paid his men. With the Gilician queen in his
egmp!ny he marched on to the city of Tyriseum, where,
af her request, he held a grand review of his army.
After the native battalions had marched past, he di-
rested th®Greeks to form into phalanx and exhibit a
charfe. This they did so effectually, advancing at a
ran with their spears presented, and withsloud shouts,
towards ‘the Persian tents, that the quecen and her
people were seized with alaym and fled from the ficld,
while the Greeks bugpt out laughing, and Cyrus was
overjoyed to see the terror with which they inspired
_his countrymien.

* Advancing by Iconium, through Lycaonia and@ap-
Colomisps” was sddressed. A few broken columns and debris
tiow slone mark its site. o



14 ARRIVES AT TARSUS.

padocia, towards Cilicia, he sent Epiaxa with a-Greck,
esdort under Meno, a Thesealisn captain, to go by a
direct route over the mountains into her own country.
Cyrus himself found the pass over Mount Taurus;
which wes g¢alled the Cilician Gates, occupied By
Syeunesis.» This pass being a narrow defile between
rocks, 3600 foet above the sea, might easily have been
held ; but Syennesis (who was probably acting all along
in collusion thh Cyrus) had now the exeuse that his
flank had, been turned by Meno, and that he was
threatened on the other side by the fleet of Cyrus; so
he evacuated the pass, and the invading army, without
resistance, marched through the Gates of Cilicia. . De-
, scending into a beautiful plain, they came to Tarsus,
} even then a large and rich city, afterwards the rival in
wealth, literature, and scionce of Athens, Antioch, and
! Alexandria, and famnous for all time as the birthplace
{ of 8t Paul.

Here it seemed as if the oxpedition would come to ah
end. For it was now clear that Pisidia (which they
had passed) was not the object of the march ; $he Greck
soldiers suspected that they were being led againsthe
King ; they said that they had not been engaged for
this service, and that they would go no farther. - Cle-
archus, the Lacedsmonian, the sternest disciplinarian
and harshest officer in the ‘army, tried to force his men
to proceed. They at once mutinied, and he narrowly
escaped being stoned. Laying aside all his usua) im-

of manner, he stood before his men weeping, ¢
e. they regarded him in tacit astomishment. He
thm broke ailence, and said “ Do not wonder, soldiers,.-
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&Atemy grief, for Cyrus has been my friend and bepe-
factor. I was anxious to serve him in payment of his
paet kindneeses to me. But since you are unwilling
%0 accompany him on this expedition, I am reduced to
te painful alternative of abandoning m him or
you. Whether it is right or not, I have hde up my
mind what to do. I will never abandon you. Since
you will fiot obey me, I will follow you You are to
mé country, friends, allies. Be assured that wherever
*you go, I shall go also.” The attitude thus,taken by
Clearchus at once restored him to the confidence of
- the soldiers, more especially as, when Cyrus sent for
him, he adroitly refused to go. His next step was to
invite opinions us to the course it would be best to pur-
ane underthe circumstances. Clearly, it would be now
difficult to get home without the consent of Cyrus, and
a little consultation among the soldlera showed that
Cyrusevas not likely to give that Consent. At last it
was resolved®o send a deputation to the Prince, and
ask what was really the service on which they were
engaged. §Cyrus had an amswer at once ready for
them. He said that “he expected to find his enemy,
Abrocomas, twelve days’ march forward, on the banks
of the Euphrates, If they found him there they would
chagtise him ; if not, they would cunsider then what
was to be dome.” The agldwrs were not really dupes
of this partieylarly vagide. answer. Buj Clearchus had
» ¢ plaged. them.” Jike., m By seeming to yield he
%ad conquered. They contented themselves with agk-
iog higher pay, which Cyrus at once granted, raising
the wagds of each soldier from about 16 shillings to
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£1, 4s. per month. On this understanding, the amnay,
again marched forward and reached Issus, the last
town of Cilicia on the sea-coast. Here the ships of
Cyrus brought up some reinforcements, and among
them Ch%@hm, the Spartan general, with 700 meh,

Beyond Wwere “ the gates of Cilicia and Syria,” two
fortrosses about five hundred yards apart, with a
stream flowing between them. And this aperture,
being the only entrance into Syria, was one of the
most defeasible positions in the whole march, Cyrus
had appointed his fleet to meet him here to assist in
forcing it. But the one fortress had been abandoned
by Syennesis, and the other by the outpost of, Abro-
comas ; and the Grecian army passed through thiese
gates also unchallenged. They advanced along the
coast to Myriandrus, a Phoenician settlement. This
was the last time, for many a long day, that any of
them were destined to look upon the sea. Hese twe
of the Greek captains deserted in a merfhant veestl.
But Cyrus had the adroitness to “make capital” out
of the_circumstance. He addressed 4 theom'ny, and
showed that he might easily have the desertem cap-
tured by his war-galleys, but thet he abstained fram
doing 80. “Let tham go, therefore,” said he, *and
remember that they have behaved worse to me thaa I
have to them.” The Greeks, ¢ven such a5 had before
been disinclined to the expedition, on seeing the gene-
rosity of Cyrus, now acoompanied him with greater
pliistre and cheerfulness. Twelve days'-mapch fron!
this point brought them to the lazge town of Thap-
ssons, on the banks of the Fuphrates. Heve a half
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was'made, and Cyrus formally announced to the Greek
‘captaing’ that his march was directed to Babylon,
the Great King. The scldiers, hearing this,
folt or foigned anger, and declared that they would
not’ go forward without a handsome pmu* Cyrus
at once promised to give every man five minas of
silver (£20) as soon as they should reach Babylon;
and while they were debating on the offer Meno per-
suaded his men to earn favour with Cyrus &y crossing
the Euphrates before the rest had made answer. They
followed his advice, and crossed the river at once.
Cyrus was delighted. He sent high commendations
to the soldiers and secret presents to Meno ; and then
marching himself through tho river, he was followed
by all the army. In passing the etream no one was
wetted above the breast ; énd the people of Thapsacus
declared that the river had never before been fordable
on fooﬁ Every one said that “it was a divine pro-
:dpnce, and ﬂ)st the river clearly made way for Cyrus
as the fature king.” After crossing the Kuphrates, the
Cyreisus nrched for nine days along its left bank
till tisy came to the river Araxes, one of its affiu-
outs, where they halted, and collected provisions from
the “illages to serve them in the desert which they
werd now entering. For five days hence they passed
through what Xenophgn calls ¢ Arabia,” a country
level'as the sea and full of wormwood. All the other
shrabs were aromatic, and there was not a treo to be
oden. ‘Here they found wild asees, ostriches, bustaxds,
and antelopes.. The horsemen of the srmy had some
#port with these, Thewfound the flesh of the wild
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ass like venison, but more tender, and that of thu'
bustard delicious. The ostrich by ite running flight
entirely boat them, and not ong counld be caughy.
They halted at the river Maacas, and again laid m
provisions before entering for a second time the desert,
which lasted for a march of thirteen days, during
which beasts died for want of fodder, corn failed, and
the soldicrs lived entirely on flesh. Cyrus pushed
along over rthis part of the way with the utmost ex-
peditions The marches were forced ; and at one place
where the baggage-waggons had stuck in rome mud,
Cyrus impatiently ordered the Persian nobles who
were round him to assist in extricating them. In
an instant they doffed their purple cloaks, and, ali
arrayed as they were in splendid vests and em-
broidered trousers, and with their gold chains and
bracelots on, they plunged into the mire a,nd exe-
cuted his orders.

The “ Anabasis” was now nearly concluded. They
came to Pyli, or “the Gates,” a defile leading from
Mesopotamia into the Babylonian territéty, omly 'a
hundred and eight miles north of the great city? Op-
posite to this, over the Kuphrates, was a town called
Charmande, from which the soldiers, on rafts, got pro-
visions, and wine made from dates. Here, on the-ewe
of the eonclusion of the marcl, the safety of the whole
army was endangered by a brawl between the soldiers
of Meno and those of Clearchus. They were with
difficulty appeased by Cyrus, who assured ‘then that
if snything goes wrong with you Gresks, all' thess
natives. whom you see aboul you will 'instantly hes
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&ithe more hostile than even the army of the Great
' King.”

. #ks it was, the natives who were with Cyrus con-
tmued remarkably faithful to him, even now that it
was getting mather nervous work ; for they were evi.’
dently close to the King's army, and the country
around them had been cut up by cavalry and the
forage burnt. One noble Persian, however, by neme
Orontes, endeavoured at this moment toego aver to
Artaxerxes. This man was a born traitor #nd syco-
phant. On two previous occasions he had alternately
plotted against Cyrus and whined to him for forgive-
ness. He now volunteered to go out on reconnaissance,
and at the same time sent off a letter to the King,
saying that he was going to come over to him with a
thousand of the Cyreian horse. But the messenger to
whom he intrusted this documentgetook it to Cyrus.
()mmee was - arrested and taken into Cyrus’s tent,
whm he was tried by a council of seven Persians
and Clearchus. According to the report of Xenophon,
Cyrus gra®ly and’temperately stated the case against
him, Md the council unanimously condemned him to
death. Orontes was led away to the temt of a confi-
demitial eunuch, and “no man safterwards saw him
either alive or dead.”

Cyrus now advanced uuhously for three days
through the Babylonian territory. At the end of the
ghird day’s march he held a midnight review of his

arbiy, expecting that the King would give him battle
nma.g He found that he had a force of 12,900
Gitecks and 100,000 navives. Reports of the royal
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army represented them as 1,206,000 strong! - Bus
Cyrus addressed the generals and ecaptains of the
Greeks, and assuted them that the difference of num-
bers was of no importance. He eaid, %I will tell y‘o;g
from experience what you will have to enmeonntert-
vast numbers and plenty of shouting and noise. 1f
you stand firm, I am really ashamed to teill you what
poor creatures you will find these natives to ba. Only
be men, and I will make those of you who wish to go
home the envy of your countrymen ; though I hepe
that many of you will elect to remain in my service,”
The next day there was no appearance of the King ;
but they came on a trench which had been. dug %o
"impede their progress. It was 30 feet broad and 18
deup, and stretched for more than 40 miles across the
plain of Babylon, leaving a passage of only 20 feat
between itself anyt the Euphrates. But even this
Iaboriously-constructed obstacle was made ueciess by
being left undefended ; and the Cyreian army marched
quistly through the narrow passage, and concluded the
day without secing the enemy. Cyrus mwow sent for
Silanus, the chief soothsayer of the Greeks, asd pre-
sented him with 3000 darics (£3600), beesuse onsthe
eleventh day previous he had foretold that the King
would not fight within ten days. Cyrus bad then
said, “If your prophecy comgs true I will give you
ten talents ; for unless the King fights within hnﬁyc
he will not fight at all.”
It was quite natural now for every ons to nppolo
thet Artaxerzes had abandoned the idesof resistance
Bo from this the army advarced in loowe erder; magy
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of %the men's arms piled en beasts of burden, and
- Gyrus himself riding at ease in a chariot. But at noon
on the next day hut one after their leaving the trench,
when they were at & place called Cynaxs,* a mounted
sc8ut came in at full speed, shouting both in Greek
and Persian that the King was coming up with a vast
army in battle array. In hot haste they began to
form, thinking that the King would be upon them
before they should bave time to get into rank, But
it was not till the afternoon that they got esight of,
first, a white cloud of dust, second, a sort of blackness
in the plain, next a flashing of brass; and then the
apoars and lines of men became visible. It was a
mighty mass. On their left, opposite the Greeks,
were gavalry in white armour, troops with wicker tar-
gets, and Egyptians with long wooden shields reach-
ing to their feet, while before thg line at intervals
were sfythed chariots to cut through the ranks of their

jponents. In the centre was the Great King, sur-
rounded by a close phalanx, But though in the centre
of his owndine, that line wus so immense that he was
actually beyond the extreme left of the army of Cyrua,
Despite what Cyrus had said about the shouting of the
natives, they now came on quietly enough with a slow
even step.

The right of the Cygeian ‘line, resting on the Eu-
phaates, consisted of the Greeks, commanded in their

¥
%* This pame is nowhere mentioned by Xenophon. The
vames of battle-Selds are often Toft at first unsettled. It is
mwmmtmumc. 8). Thmtm-ww
Willes froma. Babyion. .
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several divisions by-Clearchus, Proxenus, Meno, find
others. To the left of them was the native force,
under Arimus, a Persian general, on the extreme lef't,
and with Cyrus commanding in person in the centre.
This young pretender to the throne of Persia seexied
full of hope and enthusiasm, and despised all precau-
tions. While all others wore helmets, he presented
himself for the battle with his head uncovered.
Riding along the front of his line with a small staff,
he came to where the Greeks were stationed, and
.calling out to Clearchus, told him to lead his troops
“against the enemy’s centre, where the King was, and
strike there ; “for if,” he said, *“we are victorious in
that quarter, the day is ours.” As the event showed,
this order was sound enough ; and if Clearchus had
had sufficient contempt for his opponents to carry it
out, probably the course of subsequent history would
have been changed. But in order to do so, the' Greeks
would have had to pass before the entire line of $he
euemy (less than half a mile distant) with their right
or unshielded side exposed. Secondly, ohey would
tun the risk of being outflanked on the extreme laff,
owing to the great length of the enemy’s line. Under
these circumstances, Clearehus determined in his awn
mind to stick to tho river, which proteoted his right
flank, and to charge where he was. So he merely
replied to Cyrus that “he would see that alt went
vight.”
In the meanwhile Xenophon (who is now for tie
first time mentioned) rode up to Cyrus.and asked if hy
bad any commands. Cyrus.directed -him to fell this
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#uén that the omens of sacrifice were quite fayourable.

. Just: then s noise was heard in the ranks, and on the
Prince asking what it was, Xenophon told him that
fhe Greeks were passing the watchword of the day,
“Supiter tho Proserver aud Victory.” On heating
this, Cyrus said, ** I accept it with all my heart,” and
rode away to his own station.

The Greeks now sang the pran, and hegan to advance
ageinst tho cnomy. As they advanced, their line
fluctuated a litile, and those who were thwown out
began to run, and gradually all took to rumning, at
the same tine mising their well-known shout to Mars,
and ratiling their spearc against their shielda, The
moral effoct of this_astounding charge wus too much
for their nutive opponents. Before the Grocks had
got within & bow-shot of them they turned and fled,
und even the drivers of the scythed chariote leapt
down $ud rau away, leaving their horses to run wildly

}mng friends and foes alike. The entire left wing of
the King's army was routed, aml the (ireeks pursued
them on asu on, without losing a man,—but uselessly,
becauge the centre, with Artaxerxes iu the midst, was
still untouched. "

Cyruz observed with eatisfuction the victorious
course of the Greeks; and those about him, with
Uriental . flattery, pmnyztumfy'saluted him as king
But be was not carried away, He kept his body-
guard of 600 horsemen drawn up in close rank, and

.‘steadily watchod the movements of Artaxerxes, Pre-
;nently the Great King, 88 no one attacked him in front,
#bowed signs of wheeljng round, as if to take the
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Greeks in the rear. On this Cyrus moved down upon
him, and, charging fiercely with his 800 horse, broke
through and routed the 6000 cavalry that formed the
body-guard of the King, and killed their commander
with his own hand. In the eagerness of pursuit his
horsemen got dispersed, and only Cyrus, accompanied ,
by a handful of men—chiefly tirose who were called
his “ table-companions "—bore straight on to the spot
where Artaxerxes was exposed to view with a little
band around him. Maddened with excitement, Cyrus
eried out, “ I seo the man!” and, rushing at his bro- °
ther, struck him an ill-aimed blow with his lance,
wounding him slightly through the breastplata. At
the sume moment Cyrus himself was pierced by -a
javelin under the eye, and falling from his horse, wus
slain. Eight of his chiefs fell around him, and his
faithful eunuch, seping him fall, threw himself on the
body, and clasping it in his arms, was put to“death,
The head and the right hand of Cyrus were cut gff;
and all his native troops, composing the left wing of
the army, took to flight, and retréated to ¢heir camp
of the night before, a distance of eight miles frem the
battle-field. Thus.ended the battle of Cunaxa -(Bep-
tember 3, 401 B.0.) and the expedition of Cyria. -
" At first sight there js o halo of romance over the
“‘whals enterprise, not unlike thet which surronnds e
illfated Rebellion of 1745. And as the generous im-
pulses in our nature prompt us to take the side of &
gallantly-maintained but unfortunate cause, so it i
diffioult not to sympathise with young Cyrus and his
Grecks, as against the Pemian King and his -oves
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Mming masses of inferior troops. And yet, after
‘all, the attempt, however boldly devised and ably
ogrried out, was only an act of treason without any
adgquate justification. The expedition of Cyrus was
prompted by no patriotic or public motive, but solely
by personal ambition of the most selfish kind, and
was nothing short of fratricidal in its intent, being
directed against a brother, who, as far as we know,
had done Cyrus no wrong, except that of being his
senior, and of having been chosen for the thitne. In
the guilt of these motives the GGreeks were not impli-
oated ; they were engaged on a false pretence, and
were not informed of “the real nature of the service on
which they were to be employed till it was virtually
too laté to withdraw from it. On the other hand,
they were not fighting for a cauee, but for pay ; they

were_not like the Jacobites of *the '45,” but were
mqrcenanea, whom .Cyrus had Tetained, Jjust as an
Indian prince might retain a body of KEuropean
soldiérs, as likely to beat a very disproportionate
number ofhiis countrymen. And yet there was somte-
thing 9ine in the relationship between Cyrus and the
Greeks ; it was not entirely based upon copsiderations
" of maopey, but consisted greatly in petsonal attach-
ment, Cyrus, young s he was, hud sufficient great-
ness of character to insyire many of the Greek captains
with en enthusiasm for his person. They served him,
g8 Xenophon tells us, partly from regard, and partly
Because they had an imaginative notion that great
things were to be achieved in his service. , Cyrus,
tislike most Orientals, had the good sense to ses the
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policy of perfect good faith to his friends ; he led ‘thu
Greeks to rely on him implicitly, and, unlike one with
despotic traditions, he treated them as citizens, on 8
basis of fair reasoning between man and man, Many
a trait does Xenophon record of his behaviour en bon
camarade. It ia true that all this time he was on his
promotion, and therefore on his best behaviour. But
there was something really Napoleonic in his ascend-
ancy . over. the minds of men These powers, thus
early manifested, might have had a formidabie influ-
ence on tho affairs of mankind. Xenophon justly
thinks that no one who had sat on the throne of
Porsia since the great Cyrus could have compared
in ability with Cyrus the younger. Mr Grote is. of
opinion that, if he had succeeded in his enterprise, he
would successfully have played the game of employing
the Greeks against each other, and that, forestalling
the work of Macedonia, he would. have destroybd the
independence of Greece by subjugating her to Persia.
Qn_the whole, then, it may have been of advantage w0
the_interests of civilisation that Clearchds did not
better follow out, at the battle of Cunaxa, the iyirae-



CHAPTER IIT.

THE RETREAT OF THE TEN THOURAND CREEKS
TO THE SHORE OF THR EUXINE.

Tre Greeks having pursued for about three miles their
unprofitable victory over the loft wing of the King's
army, halted ; when they percoived the cnemny ndvanc-
ing towards them from the direction of their own
lines.. They immediately formed,gwith the Fuphrates
ip their rear, and having sung the pman, charged.
The Dersians fled with even greater precipitancy than
befors. The Greeka followed, without overtaking them,
till the din set, when they stopped and resolved to
mardh back to their tents. On arriving there, they
found that the camp had been plundercd by the King's
troops, and that all their provisions were gone. They
lay down fasting, having hgd neither dinner nor sup-
per during the day. ®ut as yet they had not heard a
word of the death of Cyrus. They believed him to be
. victorious, as they had been, and they looked forward
*4 the morrow to bring them the reward of all their

lubours.
A} sunrise a message camo from Arisus, the Persian
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" general of Cyrus, who had fled back with the nativee
"grmy to the camp from which they had come two days
“before, saying that Cyrus was dead, and that if the
Greeks would join him he would take them back to
the coast of Asia Minor, but that he would not wslt
for them more than twelve hours. To this Clearchua
replied, “ Would that Cyrus were alive | but since he
is no more, tell Ariseus that we have beaten the King's
army, and that if he comes to us we will set him on
the throne of Persia.” While awaiting an answer to
this proposal, the Greeks slaughtered the bullocks and
asses which had drawn their waggons, and with them
made & breakfast.

“ Arieus had not heart enough to avail hlmelf of the
chance which was offered him. He told the Greeks
that the other \Persians of higher rank than himself
would never let hirp be king. But he swore solemnly
to guide the Groeks in safety back. He said fnat it
would be impoesible to return by the route on which
they had come, for they would not be sble to get
provisions for the desert, but that they mus#go by the
northern route, which lay through fertile coumtries.
To begin with, he led them eastwards into the Baby-
lonian territory. This was an alluvial plain, fulksef
villages, and which, under certain circumstances, might
have been a trap for an army, ¢or it lay between. the
Euphrates and the Tigris, and was divided into paral-
lelograme by the wall of Media and four sucepssive
ship-canals running across from the ons river fo thd’
other.” No doubt Arimus was right in saying thek
escaps would be impossible by way of the deserts of
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Mesopotamis and Ambia. But it is not likely that he
* really meant to andergo all the difficulties of conduct-
jng the Greeke home by way of the Tigria In all
pmhsblhty he used the offer of the Groeka to intimidate
AMerxen, and to obtain an amnesty for himself on
condition of abandoning his allies, which, in fact, he
fmmediately did.
In the mean time the vacillation of the Porsians was
wonderful. They not only did not attack the Greeks, .
but instead of starving them in the barrem country,
they admitted them within the wall of Media, where
they could get plenty of provisions, and where they
might have used the cunals and rivers as defences,
which would bave enabled them to hold an almost
impregnable position, gnd where they might have
wade & military settlement threatening the very exist-
enee ol the reigning dynasty. Presently this danger
Qppears to have occurred to the Persians, and with it
the expediency of “making. a golden bridge for a
Rying enemy.” For they sent Tissaphernes the satrap
to profea®friendly feelings for the Greeks, and to offer
to evort them back to Greece. Under his guidance
M(}reeks crossed two of the canals, and arrived at
‘ s town on the Tigris a little below Bagdad.
. o they received false informatiun that the Persians
m going to destroyghe bndge over the Tigria. This

s was fabricated with the view of hurrying them
, ‘ut of Babylonia, lest at the last moment they should
*yenolve to settle there. The ruse was succeasful, for
‘444 Greeks guarded the bridge during s night, and pext
“yabining crossed it with all expedition, -
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Having been got fairly over the ‘Tigris into tne
provinece of Medis, they were conducted north-west-
ward, along the river, by Tissaphernes, for ten days,
partly through a desert country, and with enly two
remarkable incidente: first, that they met an illegili-
mate brother of Artaxerxes bringing up a large army
to assist himn, and who halted his troops to see the
Greeks pass by. Clearchus, being aware of this, made
his men magch two abreast, so that his line seemod
almost interminable, and inspired respect in the minds
of the natives. Sccond, that on arriving at some
villages which were the private property of Parysatis
(the queen-mother, who had favoured the cause of
Cyrus), Tissaphernes allowed the Greeks, instead of
purchasing provisions in them, to plunder them.

Soon after this they arrived at the river Zab, which
flows into the Tigrijs. On its banks they rested, and
here Clearchus resolved to have a conferencd with
Tissaphernes, in order, if possible, to put a stop to the
feelings of mutual suspicion which had evidently been
arising between the Greeks and their Persian condue-
tors. The substance of the discussion which toolwplace
is put by Xenophon into the form of elaborate speeches
on each side; and he represents Tissapherndg
professing the most pure and beautiful motives,
wound up with an Oriental cogpliment to the
saying that “while the Great King alone was aligw
wear the upright turban * on his head, any other man,
who had the Greeks on his side, might wear it in hid’
heart.” This inuendo, which was probably used in

* One of the inaignis of royaky in sncient Persia, -
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wedlity, meant that Tissaphernes had such an admiration
for the Greeks that he could nof quite relinquish the
xdap of making himself king by their assistance. It
was in allusion to the offer which had been refused by
Afi%us ; and the delicate compliment éeems to have
worked so powerfully with Clearchus as to have entirely
thrown him off his guard. In spite of all remon-
strances of cautious persons, he accepted an invitation
to go to a still more confidential interviey wilh Tissa-
phernes within the Persian lines, and he persuaded
four generals, including Proxenus and Meno, and twenty
captains, of the Greeks, to accompany him.

No sooner had they arrived at the tent of Tissapher
nes than all the captams and the small guard of honour
that accompanied them were cut down, and the gene-
rals were seized and bound and sent up to the King.
Four of them were immediatcly, put to death by
hehemfmg Meno alone had his hfe granted to him,
pgobubly on account of certain truitorous communica-
tions which he had previously held with Tissapherncs,
Xenophony after relating these events, sketches in o
mastealy way the characters of the different generals,
aud stigmatisee Mono as a bad and falsp man. He
lide; - with apparent satisfaction, that Meno was
Bately put to death with linger.ng tortures. This
was due to thmhl}l;.ggwerﬁd influence of t.he
jadbhma erw W‘»J’ appears tojmve nluyed

S“5est of & viodiiize, June trwacds all. wite .
'heen hostile or nnﬁnt%@ her favourite Cyrus u;d]

LSRN

thunean fime, on&uf the guard of honour having
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escaped, wounded, from the massacre, brought tae
news of it, and of the arrest of the generals, to the
Greek camp. The receipt of this intelligence caused
great panic and depression in the little army, who
reflected that' they were isolated in a hostile sud
treacherous country, a thousand miles from homse,
without guides or commissariat, with many large rivers
before them, and the enemy’s cavalry all round. *Re-
ﬁooting," says Xenophon, “on these ciroumstances,
and being disheartencd at them, few tasted food for
that evening, few Kindled fires, and many did not
come to the place of armse during the night, but lay
down to rest where they severally happened to be,
unable to sleep for sorrow and longing for their
country, their pareuts, their wlves, snd t.hen- children,
whom they never expected 10'860 again.” The feelings
of the Groeks at this unhappy moment might be com-
pared, to some extent, with those of our own betrayed
anny .at Cabul in 1842, when on the eve of their
despairing attempt to regain British India through the
mountains, the snow, and the enemy. But {he Greeks
had better grounds of hope left to them, for thefy mili-
tary presfige was quite unimpaired. They had not lost,
a man except by foul and treacherons murder, j
had never yet found the native troops, in W
numbers, able to stand up against them. R
A But it seemed as if there were only one. ”p.fa
‘fwhose mind those encouraging thoughts anggested
‘themselves. And thet man was Xenophon, But fo, .
him, it scemed likely that the Greeks weuld have.
abamloned themselves to unresisting despair, Xemae:.
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&
phdn himself considered that in the hour of panic he
reoeived a special inapiration and. @ divine impulse to
act: Ho tells us that in the dreadful night following
the murder of the gonerals ho was visited by a dream.
He'dreamed that his father’s house had been set on fire
by lightning. Full of Greek superstition, he asked
himeelf the interpretation of this dream. On the one
hand, he thought that it might be interpreted favour-
ably, ss indicating “a light from Jupitey” On the
other hand, be reflected that, as Jupiter is eKing, it
might portend ¢ destruction from the King of Persia,”
With practical good sense he adds, in his acecount of
the matter, that a dream can best be interpreted by
what follows it; and what actually followed in this
case was that Xenophon gprang up, awoko the surviv-
ing generals and captains'of the Greek force, and in
spirited language addressed them, o

He rdminded his countrymen of their late easy vic-
tmy over the King’s troops at Cunaxa, and of the glo-
rious resistance made by their forefathers to the armies
of Dariva md Xerxes.ab Marathon and Salamis. He
pointed out the utter perfidy and falseness of every
one of the Persiana, now that Cyrus was dead, and he
uw;;upmed upon them that they must trust to

but themselves, and to nothing but their own
swunlefor deliverance. Fhe circumstances under which
hcw'mre peculiar: the removal of Clearchus had
’ reduced the army to & democracy, and in such s body
fife roasoning and skilful oratory were sure to be effec-
tive:-. By means of them, Xenophon, in this midnight
dobute, turned the hearta,of all like one man, sad they.

a. @ vol, viii. @
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unanimously adopted the arrangementa best calculatrd
to secure their retreat.

Next day, baving burnt their carringes and tmm,
and all superfluous haggage, and having dined, they
formed themselves into a hollow square, with the bag-
gage-bearers in the centre. Cheirisophus, as being &
Laced®monian, was put in command of the front; four
of the captains wero chosen to command the flanks;
while Xenophon and Timasion, as the two youngest,
took cherge of the rear. In this order they croesed the
Zab, marching so as to follow upwards the left bank
of the Tigris. The cowardly Persians did not dare to
dispute with them the passage of the Zab ; but as soon
as they were marching on the other side, two hundred
cavalry, and four hundred archers and slingers, came
after them to harass their rear. Some Greeks were
wounded, and they had no means of retaliation, having
neither horsemen mor slingers, Xenophon, lrowever,
actually made a sally on foot with a few men agamst
the Persian cavalry, who, instead of cutting him off
turned and fled as soon as he appeared. » The Greek
army, thus harassed, only marched two andea half
miles during the day, when they got to some villages.
Here Xenophon set to work to make use of .tw
which, he said, the enemy had given them. -$he
horses that they had with them he organised. a small
troop of fifty cavalry, and he got together as many.ae
two hundred Rhodians, skilled in using the sling with
leaden bullets instead of stones. During a day's.hatt
these preparations were completed; and then the Greaks,
starting very early in the morning, got over s desp
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mgvine which lay in their course before the stupid
Persians had takerr any measures to stop them. When
t.hoy were fairly over, the attack vn their rear was
recommenced, but this time with 1000 cavalry and
4080 archers and slingers. The Greeks, however, did
, not as before passively endure the annoyances of the
enemy. The trumpet sounded, the fifty horsemen
charged, the slingers plied their weapons, and the in-
fantry advanced to their support. The natjves at once
fled in confusion to the ravine, leaving manyedead on
the field, whose bodies the Greeks mutilated in order
to strike terror into the enemy.
They wers now allowed without molestation to
reach the banks of the Tigris, whero they found an
' ancient deserted city, with massive walls. This the
Greeks called Larissa, which was a common name for(
the ancient Pelasgian towns with (éy( lopean masonry
in Thedaly and elsewhere. But it hasx heen conjec-
tufed that the name really told them was Al Kesen,
and that the city was the Resen of Scripture. At the
present dawit is called NimrGd; and it was here, on
the sitg of the Nineveh of antiquity, that Mr Layard
brought to light o many interesting remains of the
Assyrian empire. A further march of eighteen
ducted the Greeks to another deserted city,
which they understood §o be’called Mespila. 1t was
neanly opposite the modern Mossul, and appears to
® have been originally a continuation of the once colosssl
WMineveh or Ninns. These cities, or city, had been de-
¥outatod by Cyrus the Great, and abandoned about one
Bundred, and fifty years bofore Xenophon came there,
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During the next day’s march, which was twhlve
miles, Tissaphernes came upon them in force. He had
with him his own cavalry, all the native uoopew}p
had served under Cyrus, and who had marehed so long
as comrades to the Greeks, the division of Orontes, ‘the
King’s son-in-law, and that additional army which had
been brought up by the King’s illegitimate brother, and
which the Greeks had seen before. These vast masses
of men sugrounded the Greeks like a cloud on every
side except the front. They never charged, however,
and only used missiles. The Rhodian slingers and
the Greek bowmen immediatbly answered with the
utmost effect, never missing a shot in such dense ranks,
and the Persians presently retreated on all sides.

The next day the Greeks altered to some extent the
disposition of their force, as the single hollow square
was found too inflpxible in cases of narrow roads, hills,
or bridges. For more easy adaptation to such'cirecum-
stances, they formed six companies of one hundred n:mn
each, subdivided into smaller companies of twenty-five,
each under its own officer, with directione to fall be-
hind or close up as the exigencies of the marcle might
require. In this form they marched for four days, smd
on the fifth.came to some hille. On commmm'?g Ahe
ascent they found the enemy on the heights above than,
and they saw the native. officers flogging on their mish
to attack them with darts, stones, and arrows. ° Many
were wounded, and their advance was hindered; until ‘
they had succeeded in sending up & detschment frote
their right wing to occupy a height above the Pesians,
who, thus threatened, desistod from-the altack; and
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allo¥ed the Giresks to gain a place which Xenophon
describes as “ & palace amid villages,” which can still
be identified * in the modern Zikhd. 1t was a satrap’s
palace, “like a_baronial castle, surrounded by the ot
tngf.of serfu and refainors” Hero they stayed thros

» daye, tending the wounded, and enjoying the satrap’s
storea of provisions and wine., Aa soon as they started
again Tissaphernes was upon them. But they reached
a village, which gerved them as a defensive work, and
enabled them to koep the enemy off When night
came the Persians drew back for six miles, because
their horses were always picketed at night by foot-ropes
(just a8 in India at the present dry), and could not be
got ready suddenly; so they kept a long way ofl to
avoid surprise. The Greeks took advantage of this,
and stole a march upon them in the night, and did not
see them for two days.

On the fourth day from Zékhd they found the
endiny in front of them,’on an eminence which com-
manded the road. Cheirisophus halted the men and.
sent for Xemophon, who came galloping up from the
rear. §t was obviously necessary to dislodge the Per-
sians from their front, as Tissaphernes with his army
waa: ogming up behind. Xenophon offered to take a
seleat: hment from the van and centre of the army,
and:scale a height whichecommanded the hill on which
the enemy were posted. e proceeded to do so, and

* the matives, seeing what was intended, detached some
oPtheir own troops to occupy the sumiit before the

* W% ‘Afngworth’s * Travels in the Track of the Ten Thou.
skod Groaks,’ p. 144.
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Greeks. There was thus a perfect race between the twe
detachments, each struggling to get up the hill before
the other, and each cheered on by the shouts of its
own army. The Greeks, by great exertions, won the
race and occupied the summit, and the natives at cnee
dispersed from their position on the line of march,
leaving the passage clear. A little incident which
occurred during this operation shows the demecratic
spirit of the Greck army. While Xenophon was riding
up the ascent and encouraging the infantry, ome of the
soldiers cried out, “* It's not fair, Xenophon, for yeu to
be riding, while I have to go on foot and carry my
shield.” In an instant Xenophon jumped from his
horse, seized the man’s shield, and took his place in
the rank, struggling on with the rest. But his heavy
horseman’s corselet distressgd him ; and the other sol-
diers abused the discontented one, and threw stones at
him, till he was glad to resume his shield, and Xeno-
phon remounted. Cheirisophus and the army marched
onward to some villages on the Tigris, where Xenophon
with his detachment rejoined them. The3roeks were
now in perplexity, for before them lay high moyntains,
and on their left the Tigris was very deep, and they
could see cavalry on the other side, The genamk held
a council of war, and carefully questioned their prisomers
as to the different routes, ithey learned that €o go
eastwards would lead them to Susa and Ecbatana, the
summer residence of Artaxerxes; over the Tigris to the
left lay the direct path to Lydia and lonia ; the mown-
tains in front were in the country of the Cardughi
(Kurds), a warlike tribe, net subject to the Groat
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Kihg. The route over these mountains would lead
into the rich country of Armenia, where the Tigris
might easily be forded near its source, and whence the
xine, leading them to Greece, might be reached. This
wal the course which it was determined to take, albeit
it-was now the middle of November, and full late in
the year for trying mountain-passes. Starting during
the last watch of the night, they got over the inter-
vening plain under the cover of darknesg, and thus
bade adieu to Tissaphernes and his Persians. ¢ All the
lightarmed men were placed in the front under
Cheirisophus, who led them over the firs# summit
before the Kurds had perceived their approach.
Marching slowly on, they occupied some villages which
lay in the recesses of the mountains, and which the
inhabitants evacuated, rgfusing to listen to all pro-
posals of amity. The rear under Xgnophon, consisting
of hesvy—armed men and baggage, only got up after
mght.fq.ll, and suffered slightly from an attack of the
Kurds, which might have been serious if it had heen
made in gweater force. * Thus,” says Mr Ainsworth,
“theysoccomplished their entrance into Kurdistan with-
out opposition, and crossed one of the most defensible
passes which they were destined to meet. This is the
point where the lotty mountain-chain — now designated &
as Jebél Jidi, and theesame, according to Chaldean,
Syriac, and Arabian traditions, as that on which the
Ark rested—comes down to the very flood of the Tigris,
Which :t encloses in an almost impassable barrier of
rack.”:
«The. Greeks quartereds themselves for the night in
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the Kurdish houses, which they found well stocked
with provisions, and with an abundanece of eopper pota.
The Lills all round were lit up with the watch-fires of
the people. In the morning the generals determined to
diminish their encumbrances by abandoning the gredier
part of their baggage-cattle and all their Persian
prisoners. Having given an order to this effect, they
took their stand at a narrow place on the march, and
inspected al) that was being taken onwards. They thus
turned beck whatever was not desirable to be brought,
but Xenophon implies that some pretty female cap-
tives were smuggled through.

. For the next two days the Greeks advanced, t.hmugh
‘storm and rain and the guerilla attacks of the Kunds,
till they came to a place where further progress seemed
impossible, as a lofty pass §p front wes occupied by
the enemy. But they had made prisoners of twe of
the natives, and these were separately questiondd a8 fo
the existence of any other route. Qpg prisoner
that there was any, and he was then put, to death

. encourager Pautre, who at once offered to conduct them
round by another road, but said that there wag one
height commanding it which must be.ocenpied before-
hand. Two thousand:- Greeks volunteered -for “his
service and started in the evening, while Xenephon
made a feint of marching along the direct route, which
caused the Kurds to commence rolling down masses of
stone upon it from above, an amusement* which they

* 8tone-rolling as a mode of attacking the traveller r———
in vogue among the Kurdish mountain-passes. Msjor ¥
in his ¢ Wild Life among the Koords’ (1870), records ‘that in w'
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sofitinued harmlessly during the night. In the mean
time the party of two thousand effected their opera-
tion. They ocoupied the height pointed out by their
guide, and in the morning, under cover of the mist,
thly stole on the Kurds who were occupying the
divect pass, and to the sound of the trumpet, and with
8-sudden warcry, they routed them. Cheirisophus
and his men at the first trumpet-note came along the
direct road to assist, but they found the posjtion already
evacuated, and the pass clear. Xenophon, showever,
went reund by the circuitous route, as it was better
suited for the baggage-cattle. He had several skir-
mishes by the way, but at last joined the main bady,
when Cheirisophus and he parleyed with the natives,
who agreed to give up the dead bodies of all slain
Greeks in exchange for the prisoner who had rerved as
guide. , Funeral-rites wero accordiygly performed over

difficult road near Lake Van, while admiring the beauties of the
landacape, ** several stones began to roll upon us from the side
of ! the mountain. This seeming at first accidental, we hastened
ongr paces with the view of getting clear of a dangerous spot ; but
1o sooner had we advanced a hundred yards farther on than more
stonegMigan to fall all round us, while voices could distinetly
be heard from the heights above. Alarmed at the prospect of
being lapidated to death before the journey was at an end, I
shouted to Beheram, showing him a little creek towards which
we both made a rush, and where we succeeded in findiug shelter.
The stones continued to fafl, but, fortunately for us, the rocky
canopy under which we were admirably protected us. Not
knowing what might happen, 1 resolved, as we could sce nothing
«f the caravan, on firing two shots of my revolver, which our
people would take as signals of distress. The signal was soon
spwwered by our men, and ‘several detonations of fire-arms
amuineed o speedy relief.”s e
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those of their comrades who had fallen by the form'de
able arrows of the Kurds. The privilege of discharging
this melancholy duty was purchased at the cost of their
only guide, a heavy sacrifice in an unknown country.
But, nevertheless, they fought their way gallanlly
through the passos. Whenever the vanguard was
opposed, Xenophon ascended the mountains from be-
hind, and outflanked the enemy; and whenever the
rear was attacked, Cheirisophus performed a similar
service from the front. Thus they painfully advanced ;
and on the seventh day after first entering the moun-
tains they emerged on an open plain, and saw before
them the river Centrites (now called the Buhtéxn-
chai), which separated Kurdistan from Armenia. Dur
ing these seven days they had suffered more miseries
than all which the King and Tissaphernes had inflicted
put together. Bu} now they joyfully rested m the
villages on the plain, and in all comfort recalled
the troubles and dangers which they had passed
through.

The next day anxiety returned, for ovee the river
(which was two hundred feet broad) they cowhd see
the opposite bank lined with the cavalry and infantyy
of the satrap of Armenia, and a large body of Kurds
was collecting in their rear. The river too seemed to
be unfordable. But Xenophen in the night had an
encouraging dream :—he dreamed that he had been
bound, but that his fetters fell off of their own aceord ;
and next morning, while he was ut ‘breakfast, twd
young men brought him word that they had discovered
a ford in a place where the rooks would prevent cavalry:
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§rdm acting.  After a libation of gratitude to the gods,
the dispositions {or crossing were made. Cheirisophus
was to lead the vanguard, followed by the baggage,
across the ford ; while Xenophon with the rearguerd
wls to make a feint of crossing directly opposite the
satrap’s troops, 8o as to threaten them and engage their
attention. This plan was carried out, and the native
troops, seeing two separate forces apparently crossing,
were afraid of being surrounded ; and ‘hearjng the pran
and the shouts of the men under Cheirisophus, swollen
by the voices of the Greek women, of whom there
were & good many in the army, they were seized with
panic, and retreated, leaving the other side of the river
clear. Xenophon had now only to make a lively
demonstration against the Kurds who had come to
attack him, and on their flight he was enabled to lead
his men with all speed across the true ford, and then
all the Greeks were safe on the otfler side.

. ° They were now on the table-lands of Armenia, and,
pushing on rapidly in a north-easterly direction, soon
-younded the springs of the Tigris, and, passing not far
to the west of Lake Van, came in five or six days’
march - to a pretty stream which Xenophbon calls
Telehoas, the banks of which were studded with vil-
lages. Here the satrap Tiribazus came up with them,
and inviting a conferesice with the generals, he gave
them leave to pass through the couutry, on condition
of their taking only necessary supplies, without
%urning the villages. They proceeded accordingly,
being constantly followed by the satrap and his troops,
Jmthree days they reached the government house of
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Tiribagus, anxiety about which had probably been the
cause of his conciliating thém, and they made them-
selves at home in the surrounding hamlets. They
were now about 4000 feet above the sca, and it was
near the end of November. The sight of watch-fifos
in the neighbourhood, and other signe of hostility
caused the army to bivouac together in the open air.
But vast quantities of snow fell during the night,
covering men and beasts, and in the morning they
were numbed with cold, and Xenophon had to set the
example of rising to cut firewood. Then they lit
wmany fires, and the men anointed themselves with
unguents which they found in the villages. After
this they sent out a clever Greek captain with some
men to reconnoitre, and they succeeded in bringing in
a Persian captive. This man, being questioned, told
them what troops the satrap had, and that he was
preparing to mtercept them in a pass which lay upon
their line of march. .
With the greatest energy the generals determmod
to sally forth and attack Tiribazus where he rvas, before
he could occupy the pass. They succeeded in (oing.
80. They surprised his camp among the mountsins,-
killed some of his men, dispersed the rest,-took -his
tent, his horses, and his couches with silver feet, and
made prisoners of his bakers and cup-bearers. The
next day they pushed forward with the utmost .ex-
pedition, and got through the pass which was $o have
been held agsinst them. . Marching through. deep
suow for three days; they came to what is now called.
the Murid-ed, being the easterly branch of the Eu-.:
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ph¥ates, which they forded, the water not coming above
their middle.

, During the next four days they made about fifty
miles over an exposed plain, from the Euphrates to »
cldater of villages in the Armenian uplands, at a place
now called Khantis. In these four marches they
endured great sufferings. The snow was often six feet
deep; there was a parching north wind which blew
directly in their faces, their provisions weresvery scanty,
and the enemy from time to time harussed their rear.
Added to this, when we remember that they had only
the ordinary light dress of the Greek—C(ircek sandale
with thongs between the toes, and no stockings—we
may well admire the hardihood shown by these sons
of the tra.  But several of them died, as well as
sm“es'rnn& baggage-cattle in large numbers. Many got
snow-blindness, others lost their bges by mortification,
and mz!ny suffered from what Xenophon calls bulimia
(l}'terally ravenous hunger), which, however, does not
sppear to have been a distinctive diseuse, but only
excessive feintness and inertia from long fasting in the
cold. Xenophon had the greatest difficulty in bring-
ing ‘up the stragglers, many of whom wishpd to be left
to their fate. One party of them discovered a hot
spring, from which it was difficult to get them to
move.

Cheirisopbus and. the vanguard of course got first to
the villages, where they made themselves comfortable
% the underground houses of the inhabitants, and
whére, according to the custom of the country, they
"sucked . 4 barley - wine ”s through reeds out of tubs,
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which had the grains of barley floating about in thémw.
This “ barley-wine ” is in general considered to have
been becr, but the terms in which Xenophon deseribes
it would seem more applicable to whisky.* He says,
“The liquor was very strong, upless one mixed water
with it, and a very pleasant drink when one was ac-
customed to it.”

The rear came up by degrees, and fared equally well,
feasting on all kinds of meat which the villagers, who
had notw retreated, hospitably served up to them.
They found many horses which were being bred as.a
tribute for the Great King, und Xenophon and the
other officers got a remount. They remained for a
woek restoring their exhausted energies, and then set
forth, taking the head-man of one of the villages as

* Major Millingen, in his  Wild Life among the Koords,’ p.
131, &c., mentions 1rany customs still existing am ong the
Kutdish and Armenian villages, exactly corresponding with the
descriptions of Xenophon. He says, ‘‘My researches have, I
think, put beyond doubt the accuracy of Xenophon's state-
ments, anid are of a nature to show the historical, geographical,
and ethnological importance which is to be attached to the
accounts handed down to pusterity by that illustriousévriter.
Every phrasav, every word of his, is found, after an infervel of
twenty-three centuries, to be of the most scrupuleus -exseti-
tude, leaving no room for doubt and controversy.” Findi;
one house a cemented cistern, Major Millingen (p. 128) in.
quived its use. ‘‘The amswer wis, that almost every family
throughont the country had those things. The Mussuhinanc
make use of the cistern to extract from berley a liguor known
all through the East by the name of *hozat,’ & fermented eor.
of malt lguor. The Armenian gisours, my mterlocuton
said humorotialy, employ their cisterns to mtko wme ud

< raki’ (whisky).” .
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théir guide ; but after a day or two this man, having
been strack by Cheirisophus, ran away.

Owing to this they did not make a very straight
¢ourse during their next nine days’ march, which
brdught them to the foot of a formidable pass, guarded,
a8 they could see, by the people of the country. Here
a council of war was held, in which some lively banter
occurred between Cheirisophus and Xenophon, The
former was for marching straight at'the.enumy; and
cutting their way through ; Xenophon recommended
that in the night they should send a detachment to
occupy the heights above the enemy, ¢ But thiu," he
added “would be stealing a, march, . ax;«L An._BRY.

tion, about stealing I app diffident in . speaking
%ﬁ« fore J‘acedmmomans{ who, it_is _well known, are
trajned in tﬁn‘g wrg_from their boyhood.” To this
Cheirisophus retorted that “ he understood the Athe-
nians dlso were pretty skilful in %tealing the public
mtmey. Their men in office invariably did so, and doubt-
less Xenophon himself was well skilled in the accom-
plishment g he had better now give them a specimen
of hig, powers.” Xenophon justified the ambiguous
compliment by producing two natives whom he had
osught by an ambush, and who would serve as guides
in’scaling ‘the mountains. A night expedition was
organised, which was gerfectly successful. They oc
cupied a height, and in the morning descended on the
flank of the enemy, while Cheirisophus attacked them
% front, so that they were speedily routed with
slsughter. After erecting a trophy on the pase, they
mazoked. over it to some well-provisioned villages.
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.Their next adventure was with the Taochians, a
people of Georgia, who lived not in villages but in
hill-forts, in which all their provisions and cattle
were stored. The Greeks, after five daye’ wmarch,
when their stores were exhausted, came to one of
these strongholds, which necessity compelled them
to wish to enter. The only access to this place was
guarded by the natives, who rolled down masses of

trock from above. A system, however, of judieious

.-feints made by the Greek captains caused the ememy
to exhaust their ammunition, and then the Cyreians
gained the ascent, which was no longer defended by
the natives. DBut a dreadful scene ensued, for the
Taochian women first threw their children over the
precipice, and then leapt to destruction themselves,
heing followed by the men. One of the Greeks, trying
to hold back a native chief dressed in a rich garment,
was/drawn after hiln, und both were dashed to'pieces.
This wholesale and determined suicide prevented tne
army taking many prisoners, but they got planty of
cattle and sheep.

From this they passed into the countty Qf thn
Chalybes, another Georgian tribe. This paoph.qwu
famed in antiquity for traffic in the iron which: thay -
found abundantly in their mountains. They haye
thus given their name to the { chalybeate springs ” of
modern watering-places. Xenophon says that' these
wevre the bravest warriors that they had encountered-in
their march. They carmried immense spears, twenty-twi
feet long, and short enrved knives, (like the kookarses
of the Goorkhas), with which they cut off the ‘hewds

i . . RPN X
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ofeall whom they could overpower. For seven days
they harassud the rear of the Greeks, who, as they
also kept all their provisions in hill-forts, could get
notlung in their country.

Bt the Leginning of the end was now come in-the

o retreat of the Ten Thousand, for in & few duys they
arrived at the large and wealthy city of Gymnias,
thought by some to correspond to the Erzerum of
modern times. Here the governor sent oyt a guide
to conduct them through a country with which his
own people were at war. And the guide told them
that in five days he would lead them to a place whence
they could see the Fuxine, and that if he failed in this
they might kill him. As soon as they had entered
" the hostile country, he exhorted them to burn and
plunder, which doing, they marched on. And on the
fifth day they came to the mountain called Theches,
held sacfed in the neighbourhood ; #d when the front
ranks had reached the sunmit and caught sight of the
sea, they raised a great shout. Xenophon and the
rear-guard, hgaring it, thought that the army was being
attackeg in front, for the people whose country they
had devastated were hanging about them, But the
noige continually increased, as fresh men kvpt getting
fo f.he top and immediately Jomed in the shouts of
the others, and Xenophqn thought something extra-
ondinary must have happened. So, mounting his
*horse, he took - the cavalry with him, and galloped
fokward to give aid, when presently they made out that
the soldiers were shonting “ Thalattal Thalattal”—
“The:8ea! The Sea!”,and. cheering one another,

A 0. yob. viil D



50 XENOPHON'S RESERVE OF SIYLE.

Then all began to run, rear-guard and all; and th-
Daggage-cattle and horses were put to their speed.
And when all had got to the top, the men embraced
each other, and embraced their generals and captains,
weeping. And on a sudden impulse they brought
stones, and raised a mighty mound, and made on it a
.trophy decorated with the hacked shields of their
enemies, to commemorate their deliverance. And
then, to reward their guide for fulfilling his promise,
they loaded him with presents from the public stock,
while many soldiers pulled the rings off' their fingers
aind gave them to him, and thus sent him away
| rejoicing.

Such_was the famous incident which has. so struck
the fancy of the world, that the shout of the Gpeke
on this occasion has _become a houeehold word for
subgequent ages. Xenophon records the soene in the
most simple terms, merely as an outward fact, without
adding a single sentiment or reflection of his own.
On the one hand, this may be regarded as a stroke of
high art, which would dictate simplicity:in relating
what was in itself so touching ; on the other hand, it
was a part of that Greek reserve, mdqunmtw of
style which forms so great a contrast to the Gethic
sentjmentalism of modern times, and which led Xeno-

{ phon to narrate the march thrbugh so many wild and
1mpresswe mountain-passes without a word of allusion
!to the grandeur of the scenery. But he doubtless felt
instinctively, without developing into words, all thas
was implied to his comrades in their first returning
glimpse of the sea. Universa'ly to the Greeks the sea
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whs the emblem of home, or of easy access to their
home. To be taken far up country, deep into the
cqntinent of Asia, had always hitherto heen a thought
of vpgue fear to the Greck soldier, while he was ready
for anything within a short distance of the coast. No

© Greek force before the Ten Thousand had ever ven-
tured anything like so far away from the Ageun ; and
they had gone not of deliberate purpose, but heing
lured on gradually under the influence of Uyrus. The
silver gleam of the distant Euxine was to them the
restoratlon of the e object of Ion_g_.)_eu ings, and sudden
“relief and ecst,a.ay found a vent in the spontaneous
shout of Thalatta! and in passionate tears.

Full of the thoughis of fatherland, and “of child
and wife and slave,” all which had hitherto seemed so
far but now so near, the Greeks pursued their course,
and arrjved at a stream separatipg them from the
coyntry of the Macrones, where they found a hostile
arrey drawn up to oppose their crossing. But in the
army was 8 soldier who belonged to this very tribe.
from which®he had been taken when a boy as a slave
to Ath#as. He had not forgotten his native tongue,
and was able to assure his people that the Greeks
mednt them no harm, So after mutual pledges of
amity, the Macrones conducted them for three days
through their land, to®the boundaries of the Col-

s chians. '

Here on the pass over a lofty range a native force
was stationed to meet them. The generals took
counse] together as to the best means of conducting
the attack ; and it was devided not to attack in line,
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but in a series of columns extending by short intervale
over the whole of the enemy’s line. When the men
had been put into this form, Xenophon rode along the
front, and addressed to them the following pithy exhor-
tation : “Soldiers, these men whom we have before
us are the only obstacle in the way of our being where
we have so long been striving to be. If possible, we
must eat them alive.” The soldiers, after hearing these
words, made vows of sacrifices to the gods in case of
success ; and having sung the paan, they commenced
the charge in eighty columns, with archers and skir-
mishers on their flanks. The enemy, seeing their wings.
threatened, drew off men to the right and left, and
actually left a gap in their centre, at which thé Greeks
dashed at full speed. The sight of the Greeks running
was too much for the Colchians, who now fled in all
directions ; while the Greeks, rejoicing in their blood-
less victory, marched over the pass into some aban.
doned villages.

In these villages their last adventure occurred. It
consisted in their finding a quantity of bee-hives, from
which they ate the honey abundantly. But theshoney
was of a kind common to this day in Asia Mino#, zuade
from a species of rhododendron, or from the common
rose laurel (merinm oleandsr), and having intoxieating
and poisonous qualities. Fiom the effects of this
honey large numbers of the soldiers fell stupefied or
maddened to the ground, and for two or three days
they were hors de combat, but at the end of that time
all recovered.

Two more marches broughtthem down to the sea,
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#t*Trapezus (now Trebizond), a large Greek city on the
coast of the Colchian territory. Here they remained
for a month, being hospitably entertained, resting from
their toils, and from time to time plundering the native

on the neighbouring hills, Here they sacri-
ficed to Jupiter the Preserver, Hercules the Conductor,
and other gods, in fulfilment of vows which they had
made in different crises of their march. After the
sacrifices they celebrated games, of which Xenophon,
gives a comical account. A steep hill-side was chosen
for the race-course, down which horses had to gallop,
and, turning round in the sea, to come up again to the
altar on the top. “In the descent many rolled over ;
but in coming back against the stifl ascent, the horses
could hardly get along at a walk. There was conse-
quently great shouting and laughter and cheering from
the people.”

With these words of light-hfarted good-humour,
Xenophon concludes his account of the retreat of the
ten thousand Greeks from Babylonia to Trebizond, on
the Euxiwe, The retreat itself had occupied five
months, and it was now the month of February, in
the year 400 .o, Additional difficulties and troubles
awaited them in their return’ through the outlying
Greek colonies; these were partly of their own creu-
tion, and partly owingeto the selfishness of their coun-
trymen. A whole year elapsed before the remnant of
the Cyreian force was incorporated with the Lace-
N#monian army in Asia Minor, and before Xenophon
left them. These subssquent events; and with them
the later personal caress of Xenophion, the chief leader
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and the historian of the mareh, will form the sukject
of our next chapter. The preceding pages have re-
.flected a brilliant episode of Greek military history.
It is true that the Cyreian force encountered no ene-
mies who combined bravery of spirit Wwith the'arts
of war. Their opponents were effeminate Orientals or
half-savage mountaineers. Yet the Greeks had always
the odds of either overwhelming numbers, or of diffi-
culties of the ground, against them. Through these
their uatiring energy and courage, and the prestige
created by their bold front and their é/an, alone car-
ried them. They were favoured, of course, by for-
tune, and also by the errors and the backwardness of
their foes. After the affair of Cunaxa, it would seem
easy for the King to have wasted the country with his
cavalry, to have kept them outside the Median wall,
and to have starved them into submission, Again,
after Tissaphernes had murdered their officers, it is
difficult to see why he did not hold the passage of the
Zab against them, or why in the succeeding days he
did not attack them in force. Doubtless he would
have done so if their march through the in had
continued longer, because his troops were ually
wetting accustomed to the idea of encountering Greeks,
But from this danger, to which they must ultimately
have succumbed, the mountgins of Kurdistan oppor-
tunely saved them. After that point the difficulties
were of a different kind, and such as their Gyeek ver-
satility and buoyancy of spirit were able to cope wi*a.
The graphic memoir in which Xenophon recorded
the fortnunes of the Ten Thqnsand divulged a secret to
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tb® world : this was the secret of the essential weak-
nees of the Persian empire. Henceforth, as Mr Grote
observes,* all the military and political leaders of
Gireeco—Agesilaus, Jason of Phers, and others, down
to®Philip and Alexander—were firmly persuaded that,
with a tolerably numerous force, they could at any
moment succeed in overthrowing the Persian power.
This conviction waited for time and opportunity to.
give it effect. For two generations Persi:x mmintained
an influence over the affairs of Greece by spbsidising
one state against another. But when all the (ireek
states had fallen under the rule of Macedonia, then
the hour struck. Alexander the Great weng forth to
conquer, Persia, and in so doing he changed the face
of the world and the course of history. But nothing
i more clear than that the revelations of Xenophon
had taken hold of his mind, and that the idea of the
expedfion of Alexander sprang ®originally from the
“fAAnabasis’ of Xenophon.

' History of Greece, vol. ix. p. 248.



CHAPTER IV.

THE SUBSEQUENT FORTUNES OF THE TEN THOUSAND, AMD
NOTIOES OF THE LATER LIFE OF XENOPHON.,

“ Whaar the Greeks did in their march up the country
with Cyrus, and what they underwent in their journey
to the Euxine Sea; how they arrived at the Greek city
of Trebizond, and how they offered the sacrifices which
they had vowed to offer for their safety as soon as
they should reach a friendly country, has beefi related
in the preceding part of this narrative.” Thus beffins
the fifth book of the ¢Anabasis,’ and Xenophon now
proceeds to record the proceedings of a ceuncil which
was held at Trebizond to consider the next,steps to
be pursued. Wearied as the soldiers were. by inces-
sant marching and fighting, they desired to perform
the rest of the journey before them on ships, and thus
to arrive home as Ul) sses wns described by Homer to
have done—* strotched out in sleep.” It was agreed
that Cheirisophus us should sail away to Byzantiwn, and
persuade Anaxibius, the Lacedeemonian admiral thede,
to send ships for them.

Cheirisophus having startod, foragmg parties of the
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army went out to plander the neighbouring villages.
The most extensive operation was that undertaken by
gbout half the army under Xenophon agninst the
Dryle or Drillians, a warlike tribe among the moun-
tarns, of whom nothing further is known. With some
difficulty and “not inconeiderable” loss, they took the
citadel of these people, and plundered their chief town.
As Cheirisophus did not return, and provisions were
running short, the Greeks commenced thpir march by
land along the coast, sending the sick and all who
‘were above forty years of age by sea, in a few vesscls
which they had procured.

* ¥n three days they arrived at Cerasus, or Kerasunt,
8 place which has given its name to that now popu-
lar fruit, the cherry, which was first introdnced into
Europe from Cerasus by the Roman general Lucullus, ¢
in the year 78 B.0.* Here the soldiers were reviewed '
under arms, and were found to bf reduced in number
by the casualties of the retreat to 8600 men. A divi-
sion was made of the money that had been obtained
by the sale of captives. A tenth part was consecrated
to Apollo and to Diana of Ephesus, and each man
received his share of the remainder. StaMing hence,
théy fonght their way through the country of thc

¢ The cherry is 3aid to have been introduced into Britain
one hundred and twenty $ears afterwards ; but some suppos
that the cheérries introdaced by the Romans into Britain were
loat, and they were reintredaced in the time of Henry VIII,
Wy Richard, Haines, the fruiterer of that monarch. The Romans
extended the cultivation of the cherry to sight varieties. In
the British gardens are upwards of forty sorts.”—Mr Ains.
- woeth's * Travels in the Track:of the Ten Thousand Greeks.”
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Mosyn®ci, whose .metropolis they plundered ; and
then came upon another settlement of the Chalybes,
engaged in the manufacture of iron, and apparently
peaceuble in habits. Without further difficulty they
reached Cotyors,* a Greeck colony from Sinope, and
half-way between that place and Trebizond. At this
point they had marched in eight months 1860 geo-
graphical miles from the plains of Babylon. The
Cyreians were not admitted into the town of Cotyora.
but they encamped under the walls, and remained
here for forty-tive duys, during which time the thought
of remaining altogether appears to have occurred to
the minds of some. After all the difficulties they had
surmounted, there still lay great obstacles between
them and their Girecian fatherland. In the first place,
unless they could procure shipping for the force; they
wonld have to pass through the hostile country of
Paphlagonia, inte:sected by four broad rivers— the
Thermodon, the Iris, the Halys, and the Partheriius.
Negotiations were therefore opened with the people of
Sinope to supply them with ships. But,.in the mean
time, when Xenophon contemplated the brillia.nt
X\ttle army still left with him, the idea srose in his
mind that it would be a noble thing to employ this
force in sume enterprise of conquest and colonisation
on the Euxine itself. He geems to have theught of
attacking and conquering Phasis, or some other non-
Hellenic city, and of settling down in the conquered
territory with such of the soldiers as might be willing
to remain. Patriotically, he thought of the prestige

* No traces of this town can he found at the present day,
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anll advantage which would be thus gained for Greece;
and ‘personally, he doubtless thought of the position
\.vhioh he might himself hold as founder and ruler
of a new Hellenic city, which could hardly fail
to®become rich, powerful, and important. A triflin
obstacle, however, thwarted all his plans. Before
communicating them to the soldiers, Xonophon, ac-
cording to his ysual custom, and in accordance with
the advice of Socrates, determined to-take counsel of
the gods. He called on the chief soothsayer of the
army, by name Silanus, to offer a sacrifice, and consult
the omens as to his project of colonisation. Now it so
happened that Silanus was in a different position from
all the rest of the army; for while they were all re-
turning with their pockets empty, Silanus had man-'
aged to bring safely through the march a sum of 3000
daries (£2600), which Cyrus had given him as a
reward for a successful divination® Silanus then was
of all things most anxious to get home at once, and to
pl.'avent anything which might detain the army and
himself with it in Asia Minor. He dared not tell
Xendghon that the omens were unfavourable to the
main jssue, as they were not so, and Xenophon knew
all about the rules of divination. DBut he said that he
'discerned in the victims some collatoral indications of
- a conspiracy against Xemophon. And he took care to
prove the truth of these alleged indications, by pre-
maturely divulging to the army a garbled account of
¥e plans of Xenophon, and thus creating a prejudice
“againgt them.
* Soé sbove; p. 20.
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The promulgation of these designs had, at all evbnts,
one good result. For the merchants from Sinope and
Heraclea, who had come to the camp, being alsrm‘ed
by the notion of a powerful military force seizing terri-

; tory, and disturbing relations in their neighbourfood,
came forward and agreed to guarantee transports for.
the mercenaries to the Hellespont, with the additional
promise of a liberal scale of pay, to commenee from
the first ngw moon after their departure from Cotyora.
Timasien and Thorax, two officers who were especially
jealous of Xenophon, urged these offers upon the accept-
ance of the army, while others loudly accused him of
underhand manceuvring tocheat thesoldiers intoremain-
ing against their will. Xenophon at once rose to. rebut
these charges; and having showed the impossibility
of his detaining the army against its will, and the ab-
surdity of supposing that he could aim at doing so, he
concluded by sayilig,* “If you had continued as desti-
tute and unprovided as you were just now, I sh8uld
still have looked out for a resource in the captare of
some city which would have enabled sueh of you as
chose to return at once, while the rest might”tay be-
hind to emrich themselves. But now there is no
longer any necessity, since Heraclea and Sinope are
sending transports, and Timasion promises pay to you
from the next new moon. 'Nothing can be better; you
will go back safely to Greece, and will receive pay for.
going thither. I desist at once from my scheme, and
eall upon all who were favourable to desist also. - Qfly
let us all keep together until we are on safe. grougt,

* Abridged by Mr Grote, Histery of Greeos, vol. ix, p. J8d,
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and Yet the man who lags behind or runs off be con-
demned as & wrong-doér.” This question being put to
the vote, every hand was held up in its favour. The
lagt suggestion was a shaft aimed at the soothsayer
Silaitus, who had decidedly intended to “run off ” with
shis treasure at the earliest opportunity. This indeed
he ultimately offected ; but for the present the soldiers
put down his protestations, threatening him with pun-
ishment if he should be found attempting to desert.
Xenophon had satisfied the army with regard to his
actions and intentions in the present, but he was
shortly afterwards called upon to clear himself of cer-
tain charges with regard to the past. 1t was resolved
among the army, during their long halt at Cotyora,
that the generals should be called upon to give an ac.-j
ocount of their conduct during the march, and Xenophon
among the rest came in for his share of unfavourable,
and not very grateful, review. Wh have seen how,
along the bank of the Tigris, through the passes of
Kurdistéin, over the uplands of Armenia, throughout
the whole march, he was the life and soul of the army.
Alwaympfertile in device ; always active, ready, and
cheerful ; equally prompt to counsel others and to
meet danger himself—he gradually acquired an ascend-
ancy far beyond that of the other commanders. There
seems little doubt that the salvation of the force was
.great',}y due to Xenophon. But now that the troops
were comparatively safe on the shore of the Euxine,
t&yfmﬁ, in. some instances, the benefit of being
damanded, and looked back on the command as a
gievanoe. The following passage is given in full, not
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only as an account of what now occurred, but as'am
illustration of Xenophon’s mode of procedure in the
army ; and also as an attempt to convey, as we]l

as & translation can do this, some idea of his style of .
writing :— ‘.
Some also brought accusations against Xenophon, alleg-
ing that they had been beaten by him, and charging him
with having behaved insolently. On this, Xenophon stood
np and called on him who had spoken first to say where he
had been, beaten. He answered, “ Where we were ‘perish-
ing with cold, and when the snow was deepest.” Xenophon
rejoined, “Come, come ; in such severe weather as you
mention, when provisions had failed, and we had not wine
so much as to smell to,—~when many were exhausted with
fatigue, and the enemy were close behind,—if at such &
“time I hehaved insolently, I-acknowledge that I must be
more vicious than an ass, which, they say, is too vicious to
feel being tired. Tell us, however, why you were beaten.
-Did I ask you for angthing, and beat you when yon would
,not give it me? Did I ask anything back from you? Was
1 quarrelling about a love affair? Did I maltreat you'in
my cups?” As the man said that there was nothing of
this kind, Xenophon asked him, Whether he wgs one of the
heavy-armed troops? He answered “ No.” Whether he
was a targeteer? He said he was “not that eithﬁr'but a
free man, who had been sent to drive a mule by his com-
rades,” On this Xenophon recognised him, and asked him,
“ What ! are you the man who was conveying the sick
person ! Ay, by Jupiter, I ang” said he, “for youn com-
pelled me to do it, and you scattered about the baggage of
my comrades.” “The scattering,” rejoined Xenophon, “was
something in this way : I distributed it to others to carry,
and ordered them to bring it to me again'; and having got'-
it back, T restored it all gafe to you as soon as yot had pro#*
duced the man that I gave you in charge. But bear, all'ef -
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you;’ he continued, “ in what way the affair happened, for
it is worth listening to. A man was being left behind be-
cause he was able to march no farther. [ knew nothing of
hi, except that he was one of us. And I compelled you,
sir, tp bring him, that he might not perish ; for, if I mistake
not, the enemy was pressing upon us” This the complain-
rant acknowledged. ¢ Well, then,” said Xcnophon, “ after
I had sent you on, did not I catch you, us [ came up with
the rearguard, digging a trench to bury the man, when I
stopped and commended you ? But while we were standing
by, the man drew up his leg, and those who' were there
cried out that he was alive. And you said, ‘ He may be as
much alive as he likes, for I shan’t carry him.’ On this I
struck you, it is quite true, for you seemed to me to have
been aware that the man was alive.” ¢ Well, then,” ex-
claimed the other, “did he die any the less after 1 had
rendered him up to you?” ¢ Why, we shall all die,” said
Xenophon ; “but is that any reason that we should be
buried alive?” Hereupon all the assembly cried out that

Wmnmﬁ,hﬂum And
18 complaint having been disposed” of, no others were

brodght against Xenophon, who then addressed the soldiers,
saying, /I acknowledge to have gtruck many men for breach
of d.lmphne-—men who were content to owe their preser-
vation to your ordérly march and constant fighting, while
they th&peelves left the ranks and ran on before, so as to
have an advantage over you in looting. Had.we all acted
as they did, we should bave perished to a man, Some-
times, too, I struck men who were lawging behind with
cold and fatigue, or were stppping the way o0 as to hinder
others from getting forward. I struck them with wy fist,
»in grder to prevent them from being struck by the lance of !
the enemy. It is a plain case : if I punished any one for

good, I claim the privilege of parents with their chil-
dben;«pasters with their scholars, and surgeons with their

patients, . In the time of atormthecmw‘wgg,bexmgh
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with his men, for the least mistake is fatal, But this is‘alj

over now ; the calm hag'come. And sine I strike nobody .
now, when by the favour of the gods I am in geod spirits,

and am no longer depressed with cold, hunger, and fatigue;

and now that I have more wine to drink, you may see that

it was at all events not through insolence that I strack any

one before. If such things are to be brought up agaimst’
me, I would ask in common fairness that some of you stand

up on the other side and recall a few of the occasions on

which I huve helped you against the cold, or agaipst the

enemy, or wken sick, or in distress,” £

These war«ls produced the desired effect. Many in-
dividuals responded to the appeal, “go that,” as Xeno-
phon briefly tells us, it was all right in the end,”-—
that is to say, that he was not merely acquitted, but
stood higher than before in the estimation of the army.

The remaining history of the return of the ten
thousand Greeks is a record of the successive triumphs
of Xenophon’s goot sense, governing -Gapurity;gud~
persuasive oratory. « And a very difficult task he-
appears to have had in keeping the army straight, now
that it had got into the region of Greek oolomies,
When the pressure of the Persian eavalry gd of
hostile mountain tribes was removed, the Cyreiati érmy
constantly tended to lose its unity, and resolve itself
into sections and individusl atoms. Xenophon alone,
a8 Mr Grote points out, possesied & power, not shuyred
By the other generals, of working on the minda of the
qoldiers collectively, and of keeping up an esprit de,
corps among them. He owed this fo his. Aﬁnnm‘y
edugation. He always treated e¥ery wssemhinge.ofy
the saldiers as an agars,.qr formal meefing, for.dabate: ..
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He °thus brought into play the art which he alone in
the army appeard to have possessed—the art of deal-
ing with and mﬁuencmg assembled multitudes. His
apeeches, considered in relation to their object and
occdsion, are models of oratory. Apparently straight-
forwsrd and simple, and totally free from all flour-
ishes of rhetorie, they yet are most artistically con-
strueted, so as to say the most effective things in the
most effective way. The report of them is so graphi-
cally given, that we seem to have the whole scene
before our eyes, and to be made interested spectators
of transactions that took place twenty-two hundred
years before any of us was born. And it must be
added that, in these transactions, we find Xenophon
always “using his powers of influence for good and
worthy purposes—for the advantage of the army as a
whole, rather than for any isolated objects of self-ag-
gmndmemenm and for the preven#on equally of base
cofiduet, and of rash and calamitous enterprise,

‘T Cyreian Greeks, embarking in the ships which
had been pyovided for them, sailed along the Black Sea
to Singpe—a name rendered familiar to the present
generation by the dissstrous episode of the Russian
war* which ggcnned there in 1853. At this flourish-
ing Greek seaport, the meat of an ancient Milesian
colony, they were hospwably received, and here the

soldiers began to feel the absolute neceseity of striking

* some blow which might fill their purses and save them

flotn retarning empty-handed to Greece. For the
#itboous of ‘such a project they determimed that they

%y My Kinglake's Invasion of the Crimes, val. 1. p. 873,

& O ol viii, . B
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must.have a single commanderin<chief to lead them.
Their thoughts at once turned towaslls Xenophon, and
they unanimously deputed their captains to request him
to accept the command. Xenophon was in some degree
tempted by so flattering a proposal ; but, on the ciher
hand, he reflected on the difficulties and precarious-
ness of the position offered to him; and being in
doubt, he resolved, as usual, to lay the matter before
| the gods. “Jupiter the King,” to whom he sacrificed,
' showed. notlnng but warning and dissuasivefomens.
‘8o when the army was assembled, and Xenophon had
been formally proposed for election as commander, he
rose and deprecated such a step on the ground that it
would be a_slight- to Sparta, as the leading state -of
Greece, if an Athenian should be chosen cemmatder,
when a Lacedeemonian general was present. Several
speakers opposed this excuse as invalid. But when
Xenophon plainly' ‘old them that the omens had been
unfavourable to his accepting the chief command,
they acquiesced, and chose for their chief Cheirisophus
the Lacedemonian, who had commanded ﬂm van-
guard in the retreat from Persia.

\ The army now pursued its voyage ovnt nters
| which were said to have of old borne the: A:go,
tha symbolic_precursor of Greek nautical .
They soon arrived at Heraclea, which which had_been colon-
ised from Megara, & city not far from Athens. Here
they were hospitably received by the inbabitants, who
sont them out presents of oxenm, bavley-meel, wize
and other things. The soldiers; howevery-being il
in » discontented and greedy frame ‘of anind, hegan -
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tq deliate whether they ahould continue their journey
homewands by sea or by land ; and some proposed
and aotually carried the resolution that they should
lévy .. a . iribute of £2300 or more upon the city
tha» had received them so kindly. Both Cheiribo-
 phus and Xenophon absolutely refused to have any-
'thing te do with making such an unjust demand on
8 friendly Greek city. The soldiers thereupon sent |
thres persons of their own nomination to convey their
resolutigns to the people of Heraclea. The demands
and the threats of these envoys merely had the effect
of causing the Heracleans to close their gates and put
themselves in a state of defence. The army, thus
baffled, . brpke out into fresh dissensions and insubordi-
nation.-The Arcadians and Achxans,who made up above
half the force, separated themselves from the rest and
choge- their own generals. And thus the chief com-
mend of. Cheirisophus came to anfend on the sixth
or.seventh day after he had been chosen. Some two
thousand of the troops attached themselves to Xeno- °
phan, ami,ﬂ‘e army was broken up into three divisions.
wtill to the west, these three divisions separ-
stely {ose in ehips and two by land) reached Calpae,
a harbour in Bithynia, not far from the Bosphorus
Here each of the two other-divisions ot into trouble in
marauding expeditions, apd were severally rescued by
the division under Xenophon. Here also Cheirisophus
*died of fever, and Xenophen became virtmally, though
WOM the commamder -in - chief. And the
aililigga. puseed. o Tesolution that no. gme, under. -pain
of ilenthy: should sgain’ppepase fo. divids, the army.’



—~

68 THEY REST AT CALPE.

Xenophon evidently set ayes of affection upon*the
harbour of Calpe. He describes with enthusiasm its
convenient situation under a lofty rock, its copious
supply of water, the ebundant timber in its neigh-
bourhood, and the fertility of the surrounding cdun-
try—producing, as he twice observes, everything
except olives,” which, as a Greek, he seems particalarly
to have missed. The belief that he wanted to eolonise
the place was very strong in the army, and the sol-
diers, as a protest, refused to encamp upon the very
spot which Xenophon says “would have been the
natural site for a city.” To explain this condmet of
theirs, he mentions that the majority of Greeks in
the army were not absolutely poor men, but (what we
should call) gentlemen, who had joined the expedition
from a regard to Cyrus, or under the idea that brilliant
fortunes might be made in his service. Many of them
had families at Fome, and they now wanied to get
back, .

The natives of the surrounding oountry had ‘the
same impression that & new city was tq be formed,
and after Xenophon had given them a little taste of
Greek prowess, in a sharp skirmigh with some ﬂthynim
troops assisted by some cavalry belonging to the Per-
sian satrap, they sent in proposals of alliance. Trad-
ers along the coast, also, willingly put in to secure the
custom of the supposed settlers. And the omens for
departure, whenever a sacrifice ‘'wps made, were, gr
ssemed to Xenophon, extremely unfavéursble, +Lhe
army thus rested many days at Calps, whemee they
did ‘s good deal of plundering.
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oAnd now a“new character appeared on the-scene.
This was Cleander, the Lacedmmonian governor of
B\,nnﬁum {now Constantiunople), to whom communi-
cations had been sent, and who now came with two
shifh. The circumstances of his arrival were unfortu-
, nate, for the army was out on raid, and when they
came back some of the men got embroiled with one of
Cleander's followers. This man was really acting un-
justly, by endeavouring to prevent part of the plunder
from being .conducted to the ‘public store. , In the
dispute he was roughly treated by Agasias, a fnend of
Xenophon's, and was pelted with stones by some sol-
diers. This gave rise to what we should call “a grave
ocomplication ;7 for the powerful Cleander himself was
frightenied by the excited soldiery, and he threatened,
when Xenophon had restored order, to sail away and
to proclaim the Cyreian srmy enemies to Sparta, and
interdicted from reception in anygGrecian city. The
effctive eloquence and perfect tact of Xenophon were
now in requisition ; and by the use of these, on the
one hand, hp persuaded the soldiers to make absolute
iggion ; and, on the other hand, he mollified Cle-
andet, #nd induced him, not only to pags over what
had cocurred, but to accept the command of the army,
_for the purpose of conducting them back to Greece,
' Unfortunately, however, ghe omens were for three days
unfavourable, and - Cleander, though expressing the
sgzantest friendship for the Cyreian force, declared that
-vidently the gods would not allow him to do more
“Sidthwan’than to prepare for them a good reception st
“Byjeiiiinm when thej should amive. there; and he
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accordingly sailed awny. The army shortly sfterwdrds
started by land, and after & six days’ march, having
dene a good stroke of looting on the way, they arrived
at Chrysopolis, which answers to the modern Scutas,
the Asiatic suburb of Constantinople, well knowir as
the seat of our hospitals during the Crimean war.

The Cyreuan soldiers were now on the threshold of
their fatherland, but actual return seemed still as hard
for them a8 if had beep for the much- wmdeﬁm
The conrludmg pages of Xenophon's narrative mpro-
sent them as bandied about by Persian satraps, Lace-
dssmonian ‘officials, and Thracian chiefs, all equally
unecrupulous in conduct. The interest of ‘such details
consista in the picture of the times which they give
us. We see the total want of “ solidarity ” amaong-the
Greek states. Sparta, indeed, appoars as all-powerful,
but quite devoid of kindred feeling towszds Greeks as
Greeks. No welchne as to countrymen is» sxtended
to the Greek force who, with such unparalleled brav-
ery and skill, had just cut their way out of the depfhe
of the Persian empire. They aze refarded with cold

selfishress or suspicion as tools to be used, in-
fliction to be dreaded. We see, then, that ple of
self-secking isolation at work in Greece which mude
her the_prey of Masedagis, and

And those acquainted with Imdia will be aware thet it
is the same principle which kas split up & vast homo-
geneous population, and has given ever to the rule.of
England an empire extending from .the Himglayas fo
Cappe Comorin,

While the Greols were ot Chayaopelis, Cloemgr
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cogsed to be the first man in Byzantium ; for Anaxibius,
the High Admiral of Sparta, happened to come there,
and was, of course; superior to the local governor.
Thefirst intrigue against the Greek army was managed
by Pharnabezus, the Persian satrap in their neighbour-
. hood, who made interest with Anaxibius to remove
them out of his country. Anaxibius, willing to gratify
an-Oriental magnate, made no scruple in inviting the
Greeks over to Byzantium, under promise éf pay for
the troops. When he had got them there he gawe them
no pay, but-gimply ordered them to pack up and march
home by the Chersonese. The soldiers were naturally
uxeited at-this treatment, and they were within an ace
of sacking the town of Byzantium. Xenophon required
all his otatory to dissuade them from such a step, which
would have infallibly reduced them all to the position
of hopeless outlaws. The attention of the army was
now diverted - by the offers of a ®heban adventurer,
who proposed to engage them for a filibustering expe-
dition; As, however, it turned out that he was unable
to provision them, the negotiations broke down, and
the m—took‘up its quarters im some Thracian villages,
not fir from Byzantium. A good many of the soldiers
digbanded ; some sold their arms to pay their passage
hofne ; others joined the people in the neighbouring
tawhs. B
“Xenophon in the meanwhile had taken leave of the
iy, - having induced Anaxibius to give him a passage
m Fhityrsailed togetlier, but before they had got out
‘dﬁh&&uf Marmora they were met by ome Aristarchus,
WA ol his way 0 vepiave Cleanddr as governor of
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Byrantivm, and who brought news that Anaxibius
himself had been superseded. Anaxibius, wishing¥te
do a last good turn to Pharnabazus, advised Aristar-
chus, when he had got to his government, to ssize
and sell for slaves as many of the Cyreisn soldiers as
“he could lay -hands on. Aristarchus, acting on this
hint, appears actually to have sold four hundred-of
them whom he found in Byzantium——one of the most
atrocious liftle acts in all history! And Anaxibius,
being naturally anxious to get some reward for his
zeal from Pharnabazus, sent to him ; but 'the satrap,
who had in the mean time learned that Anaxibius wes
no longer in power, promptly gave him the cold shoul-
der, and would have no communications with himi" -
The disappointed selfishness of Anaxibius now took
a new direction, and he became as anxious to plant' &
thorn in the side of the Persian magnate as_he had
hitherto been to Srve him. He called Xenophon,
and “ordered ” him by all means to sail back to the
army, to keep it together and colleet the scattered
men, and bring over the force withoute delay into
Asia. Xenophon does not tell us what were jis-own
reflections upon this commission. Perhaps hevounld
not have got home against the wishes of Anaxihius.
Perhaps the feeling of old companionship with the
army was strong apon him, “He speaks as if he had
at once accepted the task imposed upon him. In'a
ship, furnished by the ex-admirel, he crossed: again o
Thrace, and arrived among the army; by whiot he wis
giadly welcomed, - He got the men*down-to Pesin--
thus,7a: port on the Ses of - Murmors, siid Deganids
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collect shipg for their conveyance. But Aristarchus,
the new governor of Byzantium, acting, a8 Anaxibius
lmi ‘before done, in the interest of Pharnabazus, now
mterpoeed and threatened ‘“to drown any man who
shduld be found on thesea.” And while the harassed
Greeks were thus again arrested in their movements,
there came to them fresh overtures from Seuthes, a
neighbouring chief of Thrace, who had before made
several attempts to get the Cyreian confingent into
his pay. .

. The omens of sacrifice appeared to Xenophon to
favour the entertaining of these overtures. He there-
fore went to Seuthes, whom he found living in a
guarded castle, and who told him that he required the
troops for the recovery of his hereditary rights as
prinoe of the Odrysians, of which rights he had been
fowcibly deprived, and driven to lead the life of a
marauding chief. He offered payfof one stater (about
£! 21, 6d.) per month for each soldier, with double
for the captains, and four times as much for each
general.  Jle promised, in addition, lands, yokes of
oxen,,‘nd a walled town to reside in. To Xenophon
he offered. his daughter and a town to himself. He
further undertook never to lead the Gireeks more than
seven 'daye’ march from the sea.

.- Upon the faith of these promises the Greeks entnmd
the: service of Seuthes, and were entertained by him

" itk s barbaric feast, at which some ludicrous inci-
Qonts- ocgurred ; and after which a Thraeian entered
+ Jiinging a white horse, and, taking a hem full of wine,
weids 4] drink 0 you, O Seuthes! and present you
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with this horse, on which you will pumsue ybyr
enemies,” Another, in similar fashion, offered 8 young
slave ; another some vestments, and so on.. - When
Xenophon saw that some complimentary offering waa
expectad from himself, and as the wine-horn was’
presented to him for this very purpose, he staod up-
boldly, and, taking the horn, said, “ I present you, ©
Seathes, myself and my comrades,sto be your faithful
friends, and, to recover your dominions for you." The
pledge and offering were well received, and the. feast
ended merrily. After all had well drunk, -and the
Greeks were thinking of retiring to their lines for
the night, Seuthes proposed that they should at-onee
strike & blow. So, though it was the depth of-winber;.
they started at midnight, and, having crossed a moun-
tain covered with snow, they came down next day.en
villages which they plundered and burnt. The booty
was sent away to bw sold at Perinthus, to provide pay
for the troops. Afterwards they marohed into the
country called the Delta of Thracs, aboveé  Byzantium:,
The Greeks had a good deal of fighting, end suffered
severely from the frost, not being so wammly M
the natives of the country. When the" fizat . .onth
was up, presents were offered to the generals (Xeno-
phon, however, declined to take anything); and- twenty
days’, instead of a month’s, pay, was: given.te the
troops. This naturally caused dissontsnt,-snd'gawe
tine to a quarmel between Xengphan-wnd -Herselides,
the«paymaster of. Southes; who: tried aa el de
posaible o damage Xehophon with Jis:spuster, . Js*
oven-endenvouzed 4o:get-the othor.Grsekiginecaliie:
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say" that -they could lead the army just as well as
Xenophon. But it is s remarkable proof of the
confidence which Xenophon's conduct had gradually
msp:red) that: Timasion and .other generals who had
befdro been jealous of him, now eaid that nothing
wonld induce them to serve without him.
“:This testimony of his brother officers must ha
been ‘particularly gratifying to Xenophon, for the men,
who were less discerning, and whose minds were
warped by angerat their pay bemg contmuauy with-
held, yielded to all sorts of suspicions against Xeno-
phon,. who, they thought, must have been privately
emriched by Seuthes. His position in the army was
thereforesfor the time, particularly uncomfortable, and
he. sggms o have felt it very much. The service of
the Groeks with Seuthes continued for two months,
during which. time they took and plundered villages
far-and wide, even as far up as dalmydessus, & sea-
pott op the Euxine; and, in short, they brought the
whole ecountry into subjection to Seuthes. By the
aldition of gnen from the conquered tribes to his army,
he hn&by this time a force twice as numerous as the
Greeks, 'whom he now only wished to get fid of with-
oub the neceseity of paying them.

A change in Greek politics, at this juncture, a.ﬁ'ordod
tha Oyreians an escape drom their difficulties. The
ImﬂmommshadjwdecluedwumthePer-
' siatyisstraps, Tissaphegnes and Pharnshazus; and had
" dhntytheir ;gensral, Thimbron, into Asia to commenocs
M roporstions;; They then became exivemely
ditwkow 40 avail themselnes. of the remanant of the fem
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thousand Greeks, and, instead of forbidding, ta urge
them to cross over to Asia. Two Bpartan enveys,
Charminus and Polynicus, arrived at the Greek camp
with & commission from Thimbron to- offer the army
the same pay as had been promised, though not pkid,
by Seuthes. These commissioners were hospitahly
received by Seuthes, who saw in them a means. of
ridding himself of the army which he had made his
catspaw, and wanted no longer. In private audience,
the envoys asked his opinion of Xenophon, and Seuthes
replied, ‘“ He is not a bad fellow on the whole, but
he is a soldier's friend, and that hurts his interests.”
Xenophon appears to have had great satisfaction in
recording this little certificate to the disinterestednaes
of his conduct. o
The soldiers on hearing the offers of Thlmhron aoy
fully: closed with them, but still complained bitterly.of
the way in which t:ey had been cheated by Seuthes.
Charminus, acknowledging the justice of their cdm-
plaint, himself made a representation on the .subject
to the Thracian chief, but without effect.. As.a last
appeal, he even sent Xenophon to demand the grrears
of pay in the name of the Lacedsemonians. . This
¢ agfforded the Athenian an opportunity of- admwinis-
tering a severe lecture to Seuthes, But -the.lstter
was found less aocessible than the Cyreian agepmblad
soldiers to the workings -of eloguence : zor did.Keno-
phon obtain enythihg beyond .a: misersble: dividend
upen the sum duse -together with. -civil expsessioss-
towards himself persomally ; an invitaion.-to cemsin
with &' thowsand men, instead of geing: 1o JAsia with
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the army; and renewed promises, not likely now to
find vinch' credit, of a fort and a grant of lands.” *
JBut the troubles of Xenophon were now over, and
a ran of good-luck for himself closes his account
of the Expeditiontof Cyrus. He would have gome
straight to Athens, but the soldiers, who were now on
the best terms with him, begged him not to leave
them till they should be handed over to Thimbron.
TPhey all crossed the sea of Marmora to Lampsacus,
oslebrated for its wine, Here Xenophon met an old
acquaintance, one Euclides, a soothsayer, who asked
him how much gold he had. Xenophon replied, that
80 fur from having anything, he was just going to sell
his home to pay his travelling expenses. The sooth-
sayer, on inspection of the victims, said that evidently
Xenophon had spoken the truth, but “had he suf-
ficiently propitiated Jupiter the Gracious?” Xeno-
phon admitted that he had not satrificed to this deity,
whom-he segmed to think it natural to regard as quite
distinct from Jupiter the King, to whom he had made
Arequent oferings. He at once repaired the deficiency,
and the very same day the Lacedemonian paymasters,
hearing that he had sold a favourite horse, repurchased
it for hini at the price of about £556.
«~Marching through the Troas, they arrived at Perga-
-wus, famous for its libsry of 200,000 volumes, after-
*ﬂrds transferred to Alexandria ; for the invention of
4 {ttie name of which is derived from Perga-
“medd)y;dor its painting and architecture; and for being
i#iigsat-of ons of the Seven Churches of Asia. . Heie
S gy Ghiote’s Histary of Greece, vob ixip 284, 285,
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Xanophon was hospitebly entertained by a Greek lddy,
who told him of a prize awaiting him in the person of
one Asidates, a wealthy Persian, who resided in the
neighbourhood. Finding the omens favourable, Xeno-
phon set out after supper, taking only s selsct party of
his friends, in order not to have to divide the booty
among too many, But the country-house of the
Persian was strongly fortified, and resisted the night
attack. And at daybreak various troops in the pay
of the Great King came to the rescue, and it waa as
much as the Greeks could do to fight their way baek
to their lines, with some slaves and cattle enclosed
in a hollow square. The next day the unfortunate
Asidates attempted to move off with his family and
his goods, but Xenophon came down upon him with
the whole Cyreian force, and carried him off with all
that he possessed. Xenophon now exultingly says that
“he had no complaint against Jupiter the Gracioys.”
For the army placed at his disposal the pick of the
spoil, so that he was “now evén in & position to serve
a friend.” , .

This is the last incident recorded in the ‘ Anghasis.’
To spme it has appeared as a blot upon ths.chataocter
of Xenophon, but it might be remembered firet, that
the Greeks were actually at war with the Pessigns at
this time ; secondly, that the énternational morslity of
the day gave a general ssnction to acts af .the kind,
whea ¢ barbarisns” and Dot Greeks wene she wigbime. >/

Jnder the. above circumstances the pasting .oz
Xenophon from the amny whose penils snd: micigel-
tudeq of fortune he had sharpd for axactly two ponse
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(fpum. Mazoh 401 s.c. to March 899 2.0.) must have
been on both sides cordial and pleasant. The ten
thousand Greeks had been reduced by casualties and
dispersion to. six thousand ; and of this. foroe Thim-
broh, coming to Pergamus, took the command. The
, Cyreian contingent now lost ifs distinctive existence:
" It wae merged in the army which, under Thimbrou,
and afterwards under the far abler Dercylidas who
guperseded him, carried on a succeseful campaign
against the Persian satraps, and secured *fon, a time -
the independence of the Greek cities in Asia Minor.
Doubtless many of the old comrades of Xenophon
returned, like himself, enriched to their homes. And
doubtlessanany a Greek fireside during many a winter
time wos enlivened by tales of the Expedition of Cyrus
and the Retreat of the Ten Thousand Greoks.

. Xenophon’s return to Athens must have taken place
within a few weeks of the death ofgis master Socrates.
He appears to have diligently collected particulars of
the .aconsation, trial, and desth of the sage, and teo
" have added, them to his former notes of the conversa-
tions ofSocrates. But it appears probable that he did
. not being out his ¢ Recollections’ till a later period of
. Yuas swn hfe, when he had settled down to literary

“Within three years he had again quitted
his- hsma, and.was servimg under the Lacedemonian
kmﬁgmlau in the still protracted war against the
® Pupaisns in Asia Minor. But now a fresh shufflo of
m,WMNmmkp}Ma for . the
' Mnx,tagatbermththeThebmmdeﬂmm,
Mmaﬂxmcemﬂxﬁmlimg of Peraia ;- and thee
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Xenophon, by continuing to hold command untigr
Agesilaus, was in the position of bearing arms against
his country, He accompanied Agesilaus in his inva-
sion of northern Greece, and was present with him
at the bloody battle of Coroneia (8.0. 394), where'uhe
Athenians and their Theban allies were vanquished.
For this he was treated as the enemy of his country,
and a decree of banishment was passed against him,

The Lacedmmonians, however, did not fail te pro-
vide him with a home. They allotted him a residence
at Scillng,* a village about two miles from Olympia,
where the great games were held every fifth year
This circumstance alone must have made the situation
agreeable to & man like Xenophon. It was as if a
yeoman of sporting tendencies were to receive a pre-
sent of a farm at Epsom. And the Olympic games
were something more than equal to the “Derby;* for
they implied a perioical meeting (under terms of truce
if it was war-time) of all the great wits and intelletts,
and all the leading characters, both literary and poli-
tical, from the different states of Greece. There was
excellent hunting in the neighbourhood of Sofilus ;—
not fox-hunting on horseback, but hunting of the
boar and the antelope on fuot with spears, and of the
hare with dogs and nets. In this congenial spot
Xenophon settled down, probably in the forty-second
year of his age, after his few years’ campaigning, to &
life of literature and field-sports. “He spent his time
henceforth,” says his biographer, “in hunting, avd

* The description of his residence at Scillos is giveti by
Xetophon himself (Anabass, v. £).
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feaating his friends, and writing his historiea.” And
ere lang he had in Scillus a charming souvenir of his
adventures with the Cyreian army. To explain this it
must be mentioned that when the Greek army reached
the *Euxine in their retreat, they «old the prisoners
» whom they had taken in various skirmishes by the
way, and divided the proceeds. The tenth part of
the money realised was set apart to be dedicated to
Apollo and to Diana of Ephesus, and egch general
was intrusted with a portion of this sum to take charge
of. It seems probable that Xenophon was forced, by
the exigencies of the subsequent march, to spend the
portion which had been intrusted to him. But when
he returned to Athens, enriched with the ransom of
Asidates, he caused an offering to Apollo to be made,
and to be inscribed with his own name and that of
his friepd Proxenus, and this he sent to Delphi,
Afterwards, when serving with Agesilaus in Asia, he
replaced the amount which wus due to the goddess
Dians, and handed it over for safe keeping to Mega-
byzns, the warden of her temple at Ephesus. He
stipulsgid that if he should fall in the sampaign,
‘Megabyzus was {o devote the money to an offering in
‘the Ephesian temple, but otherwise to restore it to
him.
“When Xenophon had #hken up his ahode at Scillus,
, Megoabyzus came over on one occasion o see the
Olympic gimes, and he brought with him the deposit
shd pestored it. Xenophon invested the money in
lands:3o be devoted in permancnce to the goddess.
NmmhndDmna signified her approval of the site
A. 0. vol. viii P
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by omens in sacrifice, but also there appeared 4o
be a peculiar appropriateness in the domain selected
In the first place, it was an excellent hunting-groungi,
and therefore suitable for the divine hugtress ; a.nd
also, by a strange coincidence, there was a stream run-
ning through it called Selinus, which wae also the
name of a stream runmng close to the temple of Diana

ing somewhat of e B g@w

wé “Hero ho caused a temple "and altar

to raised, and a statue of the goddess in' cypress

wood to be set up—exact copies, though on a reduced

scale, of the world-famous temple and altar and golden

statue at Ephesus. And he appointed an annusl

festival to he held, which was attended by men and

women of*the surrounding country, who pitched

tents on the sacred ground, and were ¢ supplied by

the goddess hersel? with barley-meal, bread, wine,

sweetmeats, and a share of the victims offered from

the sacred pastures, and of those caught in hunting ;

for the sons of Xenophon and of the other inhabitanta

always made a hunt against the festival, andisuch of
the men as wished hunted with them ; and thére weis

caught, partly on the sacred lands and pmly on Mo&:t‘
Pholoe, boars and antelopes and deer.” ‘

The pioture presented to b by Xenophon: eﬂxﬁ He
st Beillus is QM,‘ﬁxlhcl nnd “thoroug A
gérbain phase of religion predominates over $he whole,
but it is the bright, picturesque, and wr’nhgim
common smong the Aryan races, which'is so Qifferent
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um.ler the name of divine atthority, what men would
have been most inclined to do without it. Hunting,
for the glory of Diana, cultivating his farm, writing
his booksjffand living in social intercourse with all
comers,—these elements made up the existence of
Xenophon at Sonllus, dnnng the best years of his long
lifo.

“ Not wholly in the busy world, nor qmte
_ Beyond it"— !

he lived in retiremept from contemporary politics, and
yet was always supplied with information as to their
progyess, of which he must have taken careful notes
for his future history.

It is not guite certain whether he was permitted to
end his days in this charming retreat. Omne account
says, that after the defeat of his Lacedeemonian patrons
at the battle of Leuctra, B.c. 3®, he was forced to
abandon it, and that he retired to Corinth. Another
aocount declares that he was only subjected to & law-
#it, but thet he retained his lands, and died at Scillus. ™
Howeder this® may be, Athens became reconciled to
-Sparta, and the sentence of banishment against Xeno-
‘phon was revoked. His two sons, Gryllus and Dio-
dorus, fonght amongst the Athenian knights in the
* cavalry action which forftned the prelude to the battle
of Mantines, p.0. 362; in which battle Gryllus was
ahm, after manifesting distinguished bravery. Xeno-
phon:must have been about sixty-nine years old at this
time..-They say that he was performing a sacrifice, with
s galand on his head, which he took off when the news



84 LIST OF HIS WRITINGS. «

was brought to him that “his son had fallen,” bgt
when the messenger added “nobly,” he replaced it ;
" and he would not weep, for he said, “ I knew that my
“eon was mortal.” This is the last anecdqe which is
recorded of Xenophon “the wise.” But he appears
to have lived long afterwards, and to have attained
his ninetieth year.

Time has been very lenient with the works of Xeno»
phon. 'Wygq posscss all the books aseribed to him by
Diogenes Laertius. They are as follows:—¢Hellenica,’
¢ Anabasis,"* ‘Cyropwdeia,’ ¢ Recollections of Secrates,’
¢Apology of Socrates,” ¢Agesilaus,’ ‘The Constitu-
tion of Athens,” ¢ The Constitution of Sparta,’ ¢ Hiero,’
¢The Banquet, ‘On the Athenian Revenues, ‘On
Domestic Economy,’ ¢ Hipparchicus,” ¢ On Horseman-
ship,’ ¢ On Hunting.’” A glance at this list will show

* 1tis curious that in the ‘Hellenica’ (iii. 1, 2) Yenophon
says that ‘“the lustory of the expedition of Cyms. and of the
return of the Greeks in safety to the ses, has been writteri by
Themistogenes the Syracusan.” This passage has given risc to
two theories to account for the statement it contains, One is,
that Themistogenes, as well as Xenophon, hdd written ‘an
account of the expedition of Cyrus—that the mfenoz,km whs
eclipsed and forgotten, but that Xenophon; through M.
mentioned that account instead of hig own. The other "‘J
is emggested by Plutarch, namely, that Xenophon, ha
double interest in the ¢ Anabasis,’ , 28 author and &8 actot in the
military events described, preferred his repttation n the latter’
capacity to the fame which he might get es an anthor; snd,
therefore, to gain full credence for the somewhat self-glorifying
history, ettributed it to enother hand, The second theo-y
seoins the more probable. At all events, the ancients unani-
mously regarded the ‘ Anabesis’ as the work of Xénophon,'snd
tiot even German criticism has theown any doubt on thishelief,



SUBJECTS ON WHICH HE WROTE. 88

wbat & wide and varied field is covered by the writ-
ings of Xenophon, and what a rich mine they consti-
tpte of information relative to events, great men, ideus,
arts, and ners in Greece at the end of the fifth and
through the first half of the fourth century B.c. In
, our present upergu of Xenophon, it will be impossible
for us to attempt to give the contents of the ‘Hellenica,’
which is a contemporary record of affairs in Greece
from the year 411 to the year 362, B.c. To do so
would be to epitomise Greek history, which is not the
object of this little book. Readers wishing to follow
out that part of the subject, can best do so by consulting
Mr Grote’s great work (vols. ix. and x.), or they will
find a summary and criticisn (perhaps rather too
severe) of the ¢Hellenica’ of Xenophon in Colonel
Mure’s ¢ Critical History of the Language and Litera-
ture of Ancient Greece,’ vol. v. p. 265-323. The
ramaini.ng works in the above Yt all more or less
cothe within our scope, as bringing this anciont Greek
writer and his times directly before us. In the ¢ Ana-
basis,” which we have already epitomised, we have a
narratige from personal observation comparable in some
_zespeoets to the ¢ Commentaries’ of Casar, or Mr King-
“Yake's ¢ Invasion of the Crimea.’ In the ¢ Cyropedeia’
(or *Education of Cyrus’) we have the earlicst speci-
men extant of a historicl romance. In the ¢ Memor-
abilia’ (or ¢ Recollections’), Xenophon plays the part
of a Boswell, and gives us the actual conversations of his
iastar Socrates. The ¢ Agesilaus’ is the embodiment of
the “hepo-worship” of Xenophon for his admired patron
ghe - King of Sparta. The Constitutions of Athens
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and Sparta are perhaps the oldest remaining specimups
of the political tract or pamphlet. The ‘Hiero’ is a
disquisition, in the form of dialogue, on the (.hamo-
toristics of despotic government, ‘The Banquet’is’h
description, real or imaginary, of a “fast” supper-pirty
at Athens, and of the conduct and discourse thereat
of the wise and moral Socrates. ‘The Revenues of
Athens’ contains some of Xenophon's ideas on fingnos
and political economy. The ‘Domestic Economy*
treats, in two dialogues, of farm and household man-
agement. The ¢ Hipparchicus,” or ¢ Cavalry Officer's
Manual,’ contains suggestions by an experienced tac-
tician for the improvement of the cavalry arm of the
Athenian service. The ¢ Horsemanship’ is a treatise
on choosing, keeping, and sitting the horse. In the
‘Hunting’ Xenophon appears somewhat in the chap-
\acter of an Izaak Walton, and describes enthnnuhcaﬂy
nis favourite sport. , \



CHAPTER V.

THE ¢ RECOLLECTIONS OF socm'n'm.'.
Tas ‘Memorabilia’—or, as the Groek name should
rather have been iranslated, the ‘Memoranda'—the
¢ Recollections,” or ¢ Notes from the Conversations,’ of
Poorates, ranks second by general repuie among the
works of Xenophon. But it is the interest of the name
of Socmtes and the fact of its professing to be a genuine
matter-of-fact record of what hqgsaid, that gives this

blak its importance &M&WW
alifications of o Boswell. We ha.ve 8 wa.ys a feeling,

nohs ponld only have been accurate in a lower Bense,
The matter of the dialogue was given, or attempted to
be given, but the delicacy of the form was lost. The
words employed look like paraplirase reports of the
substance of what Socr@es said, or appeared to Xeno-
phon to ssy, and they fail to bring thé distinetive
pemsonality of the speaker before us. Plato, as most
Peaple are awure, wrote imagmary philosophical dia-
Jogues in which he constantly introduces Socrates,
And it is to these imaginary and dramatio dialogues
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that we must refer, to explain and complete the

* Recollections’ of Xenophon. Those who know
Plato can “read between the lines” of Xenophon, apd
see that much which the latter represents as bluntly
said was in all probability accompanied by delicate
intellectual turns, which the quick and impatient .
soldier’s mind of Xenophon did not appreciate or
think worth reproducing in detail. ~The ancisnts
were agreed that nothing was more strikingly charaor
tesistic of Socrates than his “irony,” which consisted
in a sort of mock deference, always in good taste, to
those whom he was going to instruct. Of the exact
nature of this manner of his we should know nothing
from Xenophon or any one else, were it not for the
dramatic representation of it in Plato. Again, from

Plato we learn to believe that Socrates was one of the
figest . “ gentlemen ” that ever . lived ; in the heat of

argument not wout.ding the susceptibilities of any ;
answering insolence with superior repartee, but never

triumphant or offensive ; always entering into the

sfee].ings of others; and always conveying intellectual

instruction under the forms of urhanity and- good-

breeding. The account of him in Xenophon is not

inconsistent with this idea, but would never have
fully suggested it. But the work of Xenophon has,
after all, a certain value of is own. It gives a solid
basis of facts, and prevents one from thinking that

the Socmates of philogophy was a mers creation.of
the genius of Platg. We shall now take some of the,

most salient of those facts, and endeavour thus to-paut
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before our readers one of tho most strange and won-
derful men that ever lived.

According to the descriptions both of Plato and of
Xanophon, which are corroborated by antique gems,
Soordtes had a strong burly figure, prominent and

«crab-like eyes, a flat nose with broad open nostrils, a
large and thick-lipped mouth, and a forehead indica-
tive of great mental power. Everything about him
canveyed the idea of force, character, and griginality.
His father had been a sculptor, and his mother a mid-
wife. He was bred up to his father’s profession, and
followed it for a time with some success ; and a statue
whieh he executed of the Graces was preserved in the
Acropolis of Athens, In time of war he served his
country* as a heavy-armed soldier, and was in action,

and distinguished himself, at the siege of Potidea and -

at the battle of Delium. Xenophon omits to mention
one peculiarity of Socrates which we learn from Plato—
nanfely, his strange fits of protracted reverie, almost

amouimng to trance. But he is full of allusions to -

the Demon,eor divine menton, under whose guidance

Socrateqlaid claim to act. The whole life of Socrates

was représented by himself as being ordesed under the

direetion of internal signs from the gods, which told

him what to do and what not to do He thoroughly
’

* The army system of Athens, like that of modern Prussis,
®required every citizen to be trained as a soldior, and to serve in
time¢ of need. The enrolment was between the ages of cighteen
and Bfty-sight. Socrates must have been abont forty-six years
old &t the battle of Delium.

——-
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believed in the reality of these intimations, which per-
haps all of us have at times, withou# recognising and
obeying them. But Socrates by habit learnt more and
more to recognise and obey. And thus his whole fife
took the form of a mission, which consisted in improv-
ing others, both in intellect and character, by lnso
conversations.

Socrates was twice married, having first espouseéd
Xanthippg whose name has unfortunately become a
byworde in history for a shrew.* By her he had a

* Diogenes Laertins, Athensus, and Plutarch, all state that
Socrates was married twice. At the time of his death he had
one grown-up son, Lamprocles, and two infants. The * Memo-
rubilin’ mentions & conversation with Lamprocles, who com-
pleined of his mother's temper, while Socrates good-naturedly
urged that it was of no consequence. But who was the mother
of Lamprocles? Diogenes says that the two wives were Myrio
(granddsughter of Arjstides) and Xanthippe, but ‘chat it is
doubtful which was tho first wife. Evidently the first jvife,
the mother of Lamprocles, was the scold. Plato in the ¢ Pherdo”
definitely mentions Xanthippe as coming to the condemned
cell of Socrates. This would make her the seeond -wife.
FEqually definitely Xenophon, in the ‘Banquet' (sgs below,
p. 118), mentions Xanthippe as married to Socratd, and as
famous for her bad temper, twenty years before. Tlhis would
probably make her the first wife. Betweoen these two sttho-
rities the issuc must lie. On the whole, in a matter of the kind
it seems more likely that Play> made & slip, Xanthippe's
name was perhaps so familiar as being the wife of Socrates, that
Plato forgot the second marriage with Myrto when introducing,
the wife in the death sceme, at which he was not himself pre-

sgnt.  Poor Xanthippe's tongue had probably been ¢ stopped

with dust” ere that scene occurred. The stiempts to * rehmo ;

bilitate™ her come to this, that Secrates could not have been
& vary comfortable husband.
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sor and in all probability Xanthippe may have had
many a word with him on the subject of his not
gomg on with his profession, and making money to
kbep his family in comfort, But, by inheritance or
otherwme, he had some very small means, and inatead
_of increasing these to meet the desires of ordinary
people, he determined to cut down his wants to what
he had, and thus he voluntarily adopted a life of aus-
tgre simplicity and poverty, entirely dwoted to what he
W.h&w&gﬂ_@m‘j& India of the present
day throws light on many of the features of ancient
Greek socicty, and in India such lives of renunciation
and of conteuted poverty are not unfrequent. Often
in the Indian bazaars may you see Socrates, or some-
thing liko him, in the person of some stout Brahman,
good-humouredly lounging about in loose robes and with
bare legs, ready to discuss for hours, with all comers,
any toplic that may turn up, buifor preference somo
point of Vedanta philosophy. The resemblance is
dofibtless an external ome, yet still there is the
,ﬁqma aimplg notion of life, contented with the barest
newsu'iee, and cheered by the play of the intellect in
talk.
‘But the talk of Socrates was not idle—it was always
&nocbed to a definite purpose. LEvery conversation
was meant to produce a msult, and to leave the person ‘
“who had talked with Socrates in a better condition
* than before—either with truer views as to the conduct
of Jife, or disabused of some fallacy, or stimulated to
mqmre about same point irf a deeper way and after a
sotnder method. For spch talk he laid himself ouk



92 HIS UNPOPULARITY IN ATHENG,

and made it his daily business. In the mornipg
he regularly frequented the gymnpasia and exercise-
grounds ; at noon, when the market was full, he wgs
to be found there; for the rest of the day he went
wherever the citizens of Athens happened most to be
congregated. Socrates thus became * an institution ”
and a public character; and as such he was caricatured
by Aristophanes in a comedy called ¢ The Clouds,’ in
which Socrates was represented, miserable and half-
starved, keeping a “ thinking shop,” in which the
most abhsurd speculations were ventilated. This public
raillery probably did Socrates no harm, and was not
the least resented by him.

But in the unremitting pursuance of his missionary
career for the improvement of his fellow - citizens,
Socrates made himself muny enemies. There are
always people who do not wish to be_improved, espe-
cially after they hete got to a certam _age, and who
resent the attempt fo improve them as_an imper-
tinence, Aguin, with all the grace and good-breeding
of the manner of Socrates, it was his invariable objaot
to show people that they did not know so mugh, about
things as they themselves imagined. And this gpera-
tion was applied in the mast unsparing way o persons
who were considered to be quite * authoritiés” on
political and other questions. We can hardly wonder
that such a species of practice should have raised up
for the practitioner a plentiful erop of unpopularity.
Poblic men found themselves assailed, before crowils
of people, with vexing questions which they were
unable to answar. They fouud their prestige impaired,
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and" their minds thrown for the firet time into an
sttitude of self-mistrust. They must in many instances
hgve hated the very sight of Socrates, but there was
no 2scuping him, for he had nothing else to do but
always to be in market and forum, and all public
. places, ready to annoy. The young entertained a dif-
forent feeling about him. Socrates had o great love
for the society of youth, especially of the clever and
promising. They afforded him the mgst hopeful
ntaterials to- work upon; their minds were plastic,
their prejudices less inveterate, their ardour uncooled,
and their curiosity undulled by time and custom.
Socrates constantly drew around him a band of such
yoing men, over whom, by his versatile originality
and many-sided talk, he exercised a great fascination.
‘These constituted the Socratic school, which, by follow-
ing oufj the suggestions of their master into various
directions, created or commenced all that was best and
mq.at valuable in ancient philosophy. Among these,
the most eminent were Euclid (not the geometrician)
‘of Megaras Antisthenes, founder of the Cynics;
Aristippus of Cyrene ; and the lovely-minded Plato.
Xenophon, probably when about eighteén years old,
bdoamiz one of the disciples of Socrates, but the bent
of his mind was entirely practical, and he contributed

oW -

nothing to the developnfent of philosophy, and wrote

no philossphical book, properly so called. Many other
‘youths of the Socratic following took afterwarda to
“ipolitical life, for which the training they had received
in reasoning and discussion formed & useful prepare-
-4ion. Bome turned owt badly encugh, and it s
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made a reproach to Socrates that Alcihiades, whoubo-
trayed his country, and Critias, whe, as one of the
Thirty Tyrants, became her cruel oppressor, had ben
among his pupils. "
The very influence which Socrates exereised ‘over
young men became a cause of his being held in suepi- .
cion and dislike by the péres de famills of Athens.
He was thought to fill the mind of youth with new-
fangled ideas, and to teach boys to lose respect for
their own fathers, substituting a preposterous infle-
pendence of spirit for the obedicnce natural to their
age. In the year 399 B.0., when Socrates had for at
least thirty years pursued his mission, and when he
was more than seventy years of age, the feeling of
anpopularity which he had excited found its culmina-
tion, owing apparently to the circumstance that he had
jendeavoured to prevent the son of one Anytus, a rich
tradesman and powésful demagogue, from following his
father's trade as a leatherseller. The boy appemrs to
have been full of promise, and Socrates wished him
to choose a more intellectual career. Anytus, however,
was incensed, and took counsel on the matber with
others who bore a grudge against Soerates, ami  smong
thém with Melétus a poet, and Lycon & Mw
Poets and rhetoricians were both among the- classes
of people whose claims to knowledge of the truth
Socrates had constantly impugned, and the two persons
named had probebly each suffered under hiy:
mmhnm The result of their sqnference was,
that one day there appeared, in refiilar form, posted
wp ot the offioe of the KingtArchos, oue of the chigf
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civil magistrates at Athens, an indictment signed with
the names of Melétus, Anytus, and Lyoon, in- the
filowing terms :— Socrates is guilty of crime, filst,
i not believing in the gods that the city believes in ;
secondly, in introducing other new gods; thirdly, in
< corrupting the youth. The penalty due is—death.”
The appearance of this indictment, and the appoint-
ment of a day for it to bhe tried, must have caused
& great sensation at Athens. But Bocrajes himself
remained apparently unconcerned, talking of all other ”
subjects except his approaching trial ; and one of his*®
friends (who afterwards told the story to Xcnophon)
asked him if he had prepared his defence. To this he
replied that his whole previous hifo had been a prepara-
_tion, having been spent in studying what was right,
and endeavouring to do it. He added that it had
occarred, to him to think what he should say before
his judges, but that he had receival the divine intima-
tiog to forbear. “Possibly the gods thought it better
for him to die now than to continue to live, and no
wonder, for hitherto he had lived most happily with a
commoiowsness to himself of prugressive moral improve
ntent, with the esteem and love of his friends.
Were de to live on now, he might find his faculties
impaired, and then the dignity and pleasure of his life
would be gone. Were he to be put to death by his
o Judges, heé was confident that by posterity he would
be regarded as one who had suffered wrongfully, but
had done no wrong to others, having only endea
to make all mesbetter.”

Bocrates was tried before a' dicastary, or jury, can’’
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sisting of the large number of 557 Athenian citisens.
Melbtus appears to have stated the case for the prose-
cutlon, and it was left to Socrates to defend himself.
In a trial of the kind, and before such a fibunal, the
issue was sure to tuin on the animus, favourably er
otherwise, created by the speeches of the different
parties on the minds of the jurymen. They were doubt-
less all practised in the discharge of their funotion,
which in htxgmus Athens every one was constantly
colled on to fulfil. On such occasions they were ac-
customed to be conciliated by those who pleaded before
them, and they would expect as a matter of course to
be conciliated by Socrates. But Socrates condescended
to nothing of the kind. His ‘Apology’ or ‘Defence’ has
been reported both by Xenophon and Plato. The
latter, as usual, puts into the mouth of his master'a
speech in more beautiful style and in sublimer strain
than that which he geally uttered. Xenophon merely
gives rough heads of. the topics which, he had heard,
were used. But the general purport of both accounts
is the same. Socrates, without addressing himself to
the task of persuading his judges and saving M own
life, spoke, as Mr Grote* well says, “
Instead of submitting explanations of his uat,
he treated it as something of which he could only
speak with a just pride. l.e gave mdoed a distinct
denial to the charge that he had shown any want of
odoxy toward the national religion, as he could
8ll to witness that he had nlwa.ys Joined in tue
public sacrifices. But with regard to,'e second count
* History of Geeece,.vol. viil. p. G54.
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—odbiat he had inttoduced hew gods—he denied that
his'belief in the divine signal was anything different in
Kind from the belief that other men had in orens
and mg\u'*s. He asserted emphatically as a fact the
divine communications which he had recerved, and
eaid that his friends had often benefited by the pre-
dictions which he had been able to make to them.
And this statement created an unfavourable impression
on the jury, for some disbelieved him, andothers were
offended at his claim to a special inapiration. ®
Turning now to the third count, that he had cor-
rupted young men, he gave a history of his mode of
life, the turning-point of which had been tha’ the
oracle of Apollo at Delphi had pronounced him the
wisest of men. This avowal caused a fresh expression
of disapprobation from the jury ; but, according to the
account of Plato, Socrates softened the seeming arro-
ganoe of the boast, by adding #hat he himself had
wohdered why tho god should have pronounced him
m, when he was conscious of knowing nothing. He!
had resolved to test the truth of tho oracle by oom.!

gimself with others. Hence he to ques-
ho had a high reputation, but their answers
did’ isfy him. He tried men of all sorts, but

invariably found that they had the show of knowledge
without tfw reality. Thfls he came to the conclusion
that the god called him wisest, because, though know-
#0g mo more than other wmen, he alone was consci

t¢ himself of his own ignorance. Hemneeforth he eofi-
sidered it his milision to lead other men to know them-
#hlyes ; and as to the youth whom he had gratuitoualy

A ©. vol. wiil G
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instructed, so far from corrupting them, he had inveri-
ably drawn them on to-modesty, ménliness, and virtue.
“ Ay,” interrupted Melétus, “ but I have known sompe
whom you persuaded to obey you rathef than their
parents.” “ Yes,” said Socrates, “about matters of
education, for they knew I had specially studied this
subject. About health people obey the physician, and
not their parents; and in state affairs or war, you choose
those who are skilled to be your leaders. Why then,
in the most important thing of all, education, should
not I be allowed to be an authority, if I am really
such? or why should my claiming this be made a
ground for thinking me worthy of death?”

From these specimens of the defence of Socrates, any
one can see in what a lofty spirit of conscious rectitude
it was conceived. On such of the jury as had petty
minds, perheps already full of prejudice against the
defendant, and looking at all events to see him humble
himself before them, his independent worde were Sure
to full unfavourably ; and yet there was sufficient gen-
erosity among the dicasts to make the majority against
him a small one. As many as 276 of theipysmmper
were for acquitting him, while 281 voted s he whs

_guilty of the charges brought against him{™¥f at
*this point he might have been saved, for the sentence
. was not yet passed, and, accérding to Athenjan custom,
the condemned person had the privilege of proposing
some punishment, in which he would acquiesce, mxld&*
then that proposed by the prosecutor. Baut, as: wg
learn from Plato, Socrates would ndeven now show'
eny submission to the majerity who had condemgigd



®AND CONDEMNED T0 DEATH. 99

lm;l. He said, proudly, that “what he was oon-
-scious of having mierited was, to be maintained at the
peblic expense as a benefactor to the State; at the
uoii‘:itation%f his friends, however, he would name as a
counter-penalty, instead of death, a fine of thirty mina:

s (£120), which his friends were ready to pay for him.”
This proposition, or the manner in which it was made,
sealed the doom which he had apparently hardly de-
sired to escape. The jury now, by a segarate vote,
of which we do not know the numbers, senterfced him
to suffer death.

For the glowing details of the last days and conver-
sations of Socrates, given truly to the idea if not to
the acthal fact, we must refer our readers to the
¢Phmdo’ of Plato. Xenophon shortly summarises the
matter, saying that “ by universal acknowledgment no;
man evpr endured death with greater glory than So-
crates. He was obliged to live @hirty days after his
senjtence, for the Delian festival happened to be going
on at the time, and the law allowed no one to suffer
eapital punshment until the sacred deputation which
was et on these occasions to tho Isle of Delos should
have ed. During that time Socrates was seen by
all his ffidids, living in no other way than at any pre-
oceding period, with the Jame cheerfulness and tran-
quillity for which he had always been remarkable.

o What desth could have been more noble or more
happy than this?”
-~ In_many respects the end of Socrates may indeed
=

vl et et

g%ed a5 Beuthahasia, There was nothing like
the e ol a pu'fJMution, or the horror of a
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violent death, to be endured. In privacy, amid a
circle of friends and admirers, the .cup of hemlock
was to be drunk which would painlessly extinguish
the vital powers, and that too at a period ‘of life when
of themselves they might soon have cessed. iSuch
were the mitigating external circumestances ; while in-
wardly there was “the royal heart of innocence,” the
phigh enthusiasm which has enabled so many to meet
with cheerfulness a martyr’s death, and the philosophic

n ‘which entirely triumphed over the animal
E::?ncts, which saw things as a whole, and which
ounted the loss a gain. "When Apollodorus, one of
his disciples, said, “I grieve most for this, Socrates,
that I see you about to die undeservedly.” He an-
swered, stroking the head of his pupil with a smile,
“ My dearest Apollodorus, would you rather see me
die deservedly?” When some of his friends suggested
o plan for his escame, at which the Athenians woeunld
probably have comnived, he said, “I am willing to
fly if you can tell me of any country to fly to where
death does not await me.” Seeing Anytus pass hy, he
remarked, “ This man is elated as if he hed. dene
something great and noble in causing. gagr death,
because, when I saw him ocoupying tﬁkgb«t
offices in the state, I said that he ought mot.to bting
up his son among the ox-lides. How foolish he is
not to know that whichever of us has dome what .js
best and noblest for all time, he is the -saperior.”
When his friends asked what he wished done. with
his body, he .said, “You may do With it what yon
like, pravided you do pot imagine it to be me.” ..
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TS modern ideas there may seem to be something
wanting in this picture; we_might have preferred to.{
s0q the stropg light relieved by shadow, by some
touch of nature at the thought of parting from family
and zriands, by some human misgivings on the thres-
shold of the unknown. But the ancients must be
judged by their own standards. The Grock ideal was)
one of strength, and widely different from the later!
and deeper Christian ideal of strength made,perfect in'
wenkness. Socrates was the noblest of the Greeks,!
and in almost all respects his life is worthy to be miade/
an example to all time.

Xenophon does not regard the death of his master
(so dignified and happy) as in itself a subject of pity
and regret. Nor does he even express any strongy
indignation against the authors of it ; he merely ex-
presses wonder that the Athenians could have found
Socrates guilty of the charges bwught against him.
And the ostensible object of his ¢ Recollections’ ia
1o show by an array of facts that Socrates was neither
umorthodox, wmor impious, nor a corruptor of youth.
Xenophai's book looks like an argument ajldressed to
the Atfagdan people, and it is certainly quite popular
and practital in its object and point of view. Hence,
while recording the convea.-sat,imm of that philosopher
whose conversations introduced a new form and
Juethed into philosophy, Xenophon seems to leave the
form and method of what was said out of considera-
tion; and to restrict himself to quoting the matter, in
ordertd show that the thoughts were those of a
monally good man. Such 4n undertaking in reference
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to Socrates was poor and limited ; it tells us about
Socrates as a man, but obliges us to seek Socrates the
philosopher in the imaginative pages of Plato. And
the worst is that we are left in doubt—a doubt which
can never he removed—how_far, in. mpxeagnﬁng(jho
philosophical tenets of Socrates, Plato has attribnted to
him too much, and Xenophon toq little. In bringing
Xenophon’s ‘ Memorabilia’ to the knowledge of Eng-
lish readers we must leave philosophical formule out
of the question, and give shortly such of the recorded
sayings as may seem most interesting.

Socrates, it appears, made a point of not departing
from conformity with the usual religious ceremoniea of
his country. He also encouraged others in the use of
divination, while he himself relied on the intimations
of his deemon or familiar spirit. He appears to have
divided the affairs of life into two clagses, one falling
under the domain ofart and science, about which men
might be perfoctly certain by the use of their own rea-
son, and on which therefore it would be absurd to con-
sult the gods. The other class consisted ef things un-
cortain in their issue—as, for instance, whether i would
be of advantage to make a particular ; and
on such subjects he advised that the gods hould be
consulted by means of augurv

He disapproved, secordilig to Xenophon, of the
speculations, so common among philosophers, into the
nature and origin of the universe. He thought that
“such inquiries could lead to no cettainty, and producad
no result. He considered ‘‘the proper study of man-
kind” to be “man.” ‘And he professed to limit. him»



oON PRAYER AND SACRIFICE. 108

self’ to discoursing on human affairs, considering what
was just, what unjust ; what was sanity, what insanity ;
what was courage, what cowardice ; what was a state ;
wherein consisted the character of the true statesman ;
how’ men were to be governed ; and the like.

‘With regard to prayer, he made a point of not ask-
ing for definite things, not knowing whether they
would be good for him. But he prayed the gods to
give him what it would be best for him to have, which
they alone could know. Owing to his povorty, his
sacrifices were small ; but he believed that, if offered
in a pious spirit, they would be equally accepted by
the gods. And he used to say that it was a good
maxim, with regard to friends, and guests, and all the
relations of life, ¢ perform according to your ability.”

‘When Athens was under the Thirty Tyrants, Critias,
an old pupil of Socrates, was one of them. By cruel
proscriptions they had put mapy of the citizens to
death,mn which Socrates compared them to ‘herds-
men who, being intrusted with catile, reduced instead
of augmentigg the number of their herd.” The remark
was reggated fo Critias, who, being stung by it, and
also beaung a grudge against his former master for
certain rebukes that he remembered, passed a law that
“np one should teach the art of disputation,” and
sending for Socrates, he %equired his attention to it.
Socrates, on hearing him, put on his usual humble de-
weanour, and asked to be inforred the exact parport
of the prohibition— Was the art of .reasoning con-
sidered. to be an auxiliaxy to right or to wroug?” On
this‘ope of the Tyrante got angry, and said, * In order
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to prevent all doubt, Socrates, we require you not' te
discourse with-the young at all.” Socrates, nothing
daunted, asked to be informed mare accurately what
they meant by “the young.” Up to what age was he
to consider & man “young”? They said, “uf te
thirty.” He then asked for a definition of ‘“die-
course.” Might he not inquire the price of a thing,
or any person’s residence, from a man under thirty?
“Yes,” said Critias, “ but you must now abetain.from
talking about those shoemakers, carpenters, and smiths
that you used to have always in your mouth.” “What!”
said Sucrates, “must I give up speaking of justice and
piety and other subjects, to illustrate which I am in
the habit of referring to those trades?” <Ay, by
Jupiter! you must,” said another of the Thirty ; “and
you must stop speaking of herdsmen too, else you may
chance yourself to make the cattle fewer.” This con-
versation shows the,coolness of Socrates under the
“roign of terror” at Athens.* It shows, too, his un-
popularity, and how utterly alienated fromm him a
former pupil had become.
Perhaps the most ofter quoted oonveraahog,of 8o-
,crates is that which he held with a young man psmed.
Aristodemus, who affected to despise religious obeerv-
ance. Having obtained from him the admission that
he reverenced the genius of'creative artists, Socrates
asked him how he could avoid reverencing the intelli-
gent design sorcopioualy exhibited in the framework of
man—in the adaptation of the organs to the different
* Xenophon tells us im another place that Socmates did ‘not
pay the stightest attention to the order of the Tyrants, , ...
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objéots of sense—in the admirable defence provided by
meand of the eyelids and eyelashes for the eye-—in the
aprangement of the incisor and molar teeth—in the
maternal instinct, and all the instincts of self-preserva-
tior’ which keep our species from destruction. He
, asked if all this, as well as all the orderly mechanism
of the heavens, could be the work of chance ¥  Aris-
todemus replied that he could not sce any directors of
the universe. To which Socrates retorted, “ Why,
you cannot see your own soul, the director of your
body, and you might as well say that all your own
actions are the result of chance.” Aristodemus now
shifted his ground, and said, “I do not ignore tho
divine power, but I think it too grand to need my
worship.” ¢ The grander it is,” said Socrates, *‘surely
the more it should be honoured by you, if it conde-
soends to take care of you.” Aristodemus said that
the difficulty with him was to hglieve that the gods
took any thought for men. On which Socrates, to
prove the divine Providence, pointed out the highly-
favoured pogition oecupied by man among the animals
—the jrivileges of reason ; the warnings sent to
nations and individuals by omens and auguries ; and
the ‘analogy between the mind ruling over and direct-
ing the body, and the universal intelligence which
must be conceived as pefvading all things and direct-
ing their movements. In fine, he recommended Aris-
todemus to make practical trial of the¥bit of wor-
sfip, and of consulting the gods by divination.

Such was the natural theology of Socrates, as re-
.conded. by Xenophon. In it we find the argument
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from final causes, just as it is used by Paley; and an
analogical representation of God as bearing the’same
relation to the world which the individual soul does
to the body. And the conclusion of the whole matter
is made to be a recommendation to practical piety.’
Xenophon says that “it is due to Socrates not to
omit the conversation which he had with Antiphon,”
a Sophist or professional lecturer of the day. This
man had taunted Socrates on his bare feet and scant
clothingf-tim same in winter as in summer,—on his
spare diet, and on the general wretchedness of his
mode of life. ¢1f Philosophy,” he proceeded, * be
your mwistress, you get from her a worse maintenance
than any sluve would put up with from his master.
1t is all because you will not take money—money that
.. cheers the recipient, and enables him to live in & more
pleasant and gentlemanlike way. You really set your
pupils a bad examplq in this; you are teaching them to
live as miserably as yourself, and you are acting ah if
your instructions had no value, else why should you
give them for nothing$” To this Secrgtes replied,
that dowbtless Antiphon would not relish his mgode of
life, but that for himself it had the charm of inde-
pendence ; that, as he was paid by no one, he owed
no service to any; that his .plain diet gave him as
much pleasure as their luxuties gave to others; that
he was, in bodily condition, always ready for any-
thing ; that allove all he had the happy conaciousness
of always growing better himself, and- of seeing friends
about him who were constantly improved in their
moral natures ; that to want nothing was to be like
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the gods, and bthat his aim was, in this point, to make
some approach to the divine perfection. With regard
tp teking money for his instructions, he said that
there were two things, either of which to sell was
pm:’tituﬁon———nnmely, personal hesuty and wisdom.
“Those who sell their wisdom for money to any that
will buy, men call ‘Sophists,’ or, as it were, a sort of
male demi-monde ; whereas whoso, by imparting know-
ledge to another whom he sees weil quu.liﬁgsd to learn,
binds that other to himself as a friend, does what
is befitting to a good citizen and a gentloman. Some
men,” continued Socrates, *‘have a fancy for a fine horse,
or & dog, or a bird ; what I fancy and take delight
in is friends of a superior kind. If T know anything, I
teach it to them ; I send them to any one by whom I
think they‘mny be improved. In common with them,
I turn gver and explore the treasures of the wise men
of old which have been left wrigten in books, and if
we'find anything good we pick it out, and we think it
a great gain if we can be beneficial to one another.”
This pleasing picture of the Socratic circle of friends
may be taken as a set-off against what has been said
above of the annoying charaeter of the sage’s public
disputations, Xenophon tells us that when Socrates
found any man really wishing to learn, he desisted
from vexing him with dfficultics, and did his best to
asgist his inquirics. We may hote also the severp ro-
“port upon the taunts of Antiphon, in thi@way in which
the Sophists are, as if incidentally, characterisod.

Somé of the conversations of Socrates, as they are
related in the * Memorabilis,’ appear lees calculated to
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be successful in producing the impression they aimed
at. With regard to some of these, it is impossible to
help suspecting that they have heen eked out by
Xenophon, and spoilt in the process. A notable in-
stance of this kind occurs in a.long conversation be-
tween Socrates and his associate Aristippus, afterwards
the famous leader of the school of pleasure. Socrates
observing in this young man a too great tendeney to
self-indulgence, set himself to counteract this ten-
dency, énd he dild ro by establishing the incom-
patibility of a soft and self-indulgent life with
the career of a statesman and the governmeut of
others.  Aristippus replied that he had not the
faintest desire to govern any. Socrates then asked,
whether it was happiest to be governed or fo govern?
Aristippus satd that he meant to avoid hoth the one
and the other; and that, in order to prevent, being
placed in either position, he proposed to himself to he
a cosmopolite, and to travel about from state to state.
Now on this announcement of the views of Aristip-
pus we can have no doubt that the Socrat»s of Plato
would have made an effective attack, in some mvay or
other, by wit and raillery—perhaps by dréwing a
ridiculous picture of the cosmopolite mode of life.
But the Socrates of Xenophon does nothing of the
kind. He wmaintains a rather pedantic earmestness,
and Jectures away on the superior happiness of higher
aims. He qfbtes Hesiod and Epicharmas to prove.”
that virtne aud exertion are good things, #nd finally
gives at fall length the allegory of Prodicus, knovgmh
“the ohoice of Heroules.” Heroules, when a youtig
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mén, met two females at a croes rood—one called Vies,
meretricious in dress and form ; the other called Vir-
tue, beautiful, dignified, and noble.  Each made offers
and promises to induce him to accompany her. These
ofi8rs and promises were the descriptions, from a
moral point of view, of a virbuous and vicious life re-
spectively. Such was the sermon, borrowed from one
of the Sophists, which Xenophon represents Socratés
a8 having preached on this occasion. Nothing could
have been less qualified to produce an impression on a
man of the world like Aristippus. And we may be
sure, if the real Socrates was at all like what Plato has
led us to imagine him, that he never spoke exactly as
here represented. Several dialogues, occupying the
middle part of the ‘ Memorabilia, are of the same
“goody” character, and entirely devoid of the racy
cleverness and hiting wit which Socrates was in the
habit of using. Colonel Mureindeed suspects that
)&Bnophon has “ made his master the mouthpjece for
h;l! own conceptions.” At all events, if he has given
us actual rqcollections or traditions of Socrates, he has
served up many of them in such a way as to deprive
them entirely of the Socratic flavour. There would
be no interest in dwelling over such discourses ss that
in whiech the Xenophontic philosopher recommends
two brothers to be goof friends with each other ; or
thgee in which he dilates on the advantages and
‘futies of friendship, Such matter as*this is moral
-gnd -well-intentioned enough, but it would .mot have
required the *“ demon " .of Socrates, or his own demon-
like ability, to reveal it to the wozld. .
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Another set of anecdotes has a faintly superior in-
terest, in which Socrates is represented as advising his
_friends in their practical difficulties. One of them is
in straits because his lands have been occupied by the
enemy, and he can get no revonue from them, wuile
he has a large household of slaves to support. Soc-
rates advises him to make the slaves weave clothes
for sale; and the expcriment is successful. A second
friend is reduced to beggary by war, and Socrates
recommends him to become some rich man’s steward.
A third has plenty of means at his disposal, but is
troubled by the so-called sycophants, or informers,
bringing vexatious suits in order to extort momey
from him; Socrates tells him to retain the services of
a clever poor man, who acts as his solicitor, and de-
feats the sycophants with their own weapons. We
speak of a faint interest attaching to these storiea; and
it consiste merely iy, this, that they exhibit Socrates
as constituting himself adviser-general to his friends
in matters of all descriptions.

One group of dialogues in the ‘Mergorabilia’ is
ooncerned with political or military topics, . Jocrates
is represented in these as giving advice to. young
aspirants for offices of command in the state or the
army. In some of these we observe a suspicious
affinity to certain favourite speculations of Xenophon's
on the improvement of cavalry, and on measareg to
be taken for ‘the revival of the Athenian power. In%
others we find vague platitudes .inflicted on ihe
listener, such as that “it is the duty of a gemulﬂ
to render those under him happy.” In one thereiasa"



HISq PARADOX ABOUT APPOINTMENTS. 111

glating piece of sophistry—so glaring, and 80 opposoed
to the ordinary doctrines of Socrates, that it is worth
quotation. Thero is_no rule which_ the sage is oftener
reprogented as enforcing. in all forws, than thai no
maf should_yndertake.to perform or superintend.any
hmnan..nf..uhmh.h&hu not.competent-special kuaw-
lgge. This maxim was entirely of a picce with what
we know from elsswhere of the Socratic doctrine, that
virtue itself is knowledge, and life an arf. Now, in
the fourth chapter of the third book of thee* Memo-
rebilia,” one Nichomachides is represented as coming
disgusted from the election of office-hearers, and com-
plaining to Socrates that the Athenians were capricions
as ever—that after long military service, with credit,
in all the lower grades of command, and after receiving
many wounds in action, his claims had now hecn sct
aside, a'nd another man, who had hardly scen any
semce, and who knew nothinggexcept how to make
mdney, had been chosen gencral. Socrates, however,
did not givp the least sympathy to the complainant.
He took the opposite side, and declared that he who
is a gogd man of business has capacities for managi
anything, whether it be a family, a city, or an army.’|
In vain did Nichomachides argue that when it came to
fighting, the good man of business might find himself
ataloss. “Not at all,” shid Socrates ; “ he will see ex-
actly what is to be aimed at, and take the proper means
'weozdmgly The paradox here is so great that we
can hardly help believing that the conversation actually
i took- place, though Xenophon is not subtle enough to
pmntout,orperhspatom, its bearing. On the one
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hand, we observe Socrates giving way to the love of
contradiction, which is apt to be engendered. in those
who are accustomed to be looked up to. It is (l.i!m
Dr_Johpson *gittin ' f his admi
Again, Nichomachides may have been a very stupid
man, snd really unfit for command, which would give
a justification to the line taken against him. 8till
further, it may be said that it was part of the Soeratic
method, as revealed by Plato, though not by Xeno-
phon, to see different sides to every truth. In one
sense it is true that special experience is required for
every department; but it is also true that general
ability is available in whatever sphere it be applied.

Socrates was not always allowed to take the aggres-
sive side in discussion. He was sometimes cross-
questioned after his own fashion, and put upon his
mettle. Aristippus, who had very little reverence in
his composition, is rpported to have attacked him with
the inquiry, “ whether he knew anything good?" in
order that, if he mentioned anything usually eon-
sidered good, such as health, strength, &c , Aristippus
_might refute him by proving that it was somefimes an
“evil. But Socrates parried the question, asking in
return, “ Good for what? Do you mean good for a
fever?” * No," said Aristippus, “ Idonot.” “ Good
for sore eyes1™ “No."< “Good for hunger?”
* No, not that.” ¢« Well, then,” said Socrates, * if
you mean to ask me whether I know ‘anything good’
which is not good for anything in particular, I neither
know such, nor do I wish to know it.” The tdbles
are thus cleverly turmed, and Socwates . obtains &
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diglectical victory by silensing his opponent. In
doing so, he commits himself to the position that
“good ™ is a relative ides, and that he hes no con-
ception of any absolute yood. An antagonist worthy
to &ncounmter him would have followed him up into
, this position, and would have asked, *If goods are
manifold. and relative, how do you account for their
common name?” And to this Socrates would have
had to give an answer which would have revealed to:
us his exact opinion on the nature of universal terms.
Aristippus, however, relinquishing this point, took
up another, and asked Socrates “if he knew anything
beautiful?” He replied, “Yes, many things.,” On
which it was asked “whether these were all alike 1”
and Socwaies said, “ On the contrary, very unlike.”
“Then how can they be all beautiful?” To this
Somtes replied by giving a theory of the Beautiful,
which identified it with the relajive good, or, in other
wohls, the Useful. « What !” said Aristippus, “ can
a dnng,baskut be beautiful?” “Of cowrse it can,”
said Socratqs ; “and a golden shield can be very ugly,
if the gne be well fitted for its proper use, and t.
other not.” Pursuing this theme, he applied hy
doctrine to besuty in architectare, asserfing that it
;imply consisted in the adaptation of buildings to the
use for which they were fatended. Thus he said that
 paintings and frescoes oh the walls of houses often
vdetmd.ed from the comfort, and therefore from the
beauty, of thoee houses, by necessitating the building
of the walls in a particular way, by whiok the sun was
o0 much excluded. We have here the fiest statement,
A C. vol. viii. a ’
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crudely made, of that relative theory of beauty which
was adopted in- modern times by Alison, Jeffrey, and
others. We cannot tell how far it embodied the real
opinion of Socrates, because when great men diacuss
things with their pupils, wo cannot be sure how far
they open their whole mind. And we know it to have,
been the object of Socrates rather to awaken inguiry
than to give results. That his hints took root and
germinated in the minds of others, we may see abun-
dantly “*from the luxuriant and varied thought of
Plato.

Other theories of Socrates given in the ¢‘Memora-
hilia’ might seem to require qualification. As, for
instance, that Temperance and all the other virtues are
identical with Wisdom. This ignores all distinction
between the intellect and the will of man, and is op-
posed to acknowledged facts. In arguing with Hippias,
who, like Aristippug, tried to confute him with ques-
tions, Socrates laid it down that Justice consists in
oheying the laws. This position, by itself, would
hardly be maintained, for it would amount to what in
modern times has been called ‘ Hobbism,? which
makes the legislator a creator of right and wrong.
But Socrates modifies the theory by saying that in ad-
dition to the laws of the state there are “unwritten laws”
which are in force among all mankind, or whieh, if
not recognised, bring their own punishment. As an
instance he mentions the rule that parents mmust no#:’
marry their children, for which he gives the apparently
insnfficient -sanction that such marriages would nnpl;
a too great disparity of age. Amnother instance of an
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L]
unwritten law here given is, that “men must do good
to those who have done good to them.” In the doc-
teine that justice consists in obeyinyg the laws, Soorates
doubtless hed an important meaning in view-—namely, *
‘he wished to protest against the too gieat individual-
ism of his times, and to assert that the first duty of
man is to consider himself as a social being, bound up
with his fellow-men in a great organism, of which the
laws of his country are the expression. Rut to follow
out such questions, and to attempt to fix mdro defin-
itely the position of Socrates in the history of philo-
sophy, would be beyond the scopo of this chapter, and
indeed ¢4 would be undertaking more than the whole
¢ Memorabilia’ of Xenophon would furnish data for.

We have already given the chief foatures of that
book. It is not necessary to go minutely into the
convergations of Socrates with Parrhasius the painter,
and Clito the sculptor. The wacher seems to have
been a little carried away by the lust of giving advice,
when he lectured these artists on choosing beautiful
subjects, amd on making their figures express the emo-
tions of the mind. In talking with a corslet-mu.kc:i
he appesrs to have aimed at getting a logical definiti
of what was meant by a corslet “fitting well.” The
story of his visit to Theodota, a beautiful courtesan, is
perhaps best told of all tﬁe tales in the ‘ Memorahilia,’

and if we make certain allowances for the manmers

a‘nd ideas of the age, it gives most idea of the Socratic
geace and versatile politeness. Socrates evidently tried

“to.'draw -on this lady, in' the course of talk, to some

degree of moral elevation, but she did not understand
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him, so he gradualy and gracefully backed out of the
interview. Soc was of far too catholic a spirit to
consider any ciass or phase of society excluded frem
the scope of his mission. But he was not a nmn to
throw pearls before swine ; he adapted himself to the
atmosphere in which h und himself, but always.en--
deavoured indirectly toWpurify and improve it} “and
if much could not le done in this way, to do a
little.

A somewhat fuller picture of Socrates. discharging
this last-named function is given by Xenophon in the
‘ Banquet,” an imaginary dialogue,* which represents
the philosopher at a gay Athenian supper-party. The
incidents related are as fellows :—A beautiful youth,
named Autolycus, had gained the victory in the pan-
cratium, or contest of wrestling and hexing at the
public games. Callias, 2 wealthy Athenian, a friend
of the boy's father, apnd having a great regard for him-

* Wo call this dialogue imaginsry, from internal evidence.
The event which was supposed to have given rise to the supper
took place B.o. 420.  Antisthenes would “havg been & -very
young man in 420, but he is represented in the dislogue as s
man of mature opinions and decided cynical mode of*life. So-
‘erates, also, is described as quite an old man. Thuschrenolegy
is confused. The introduction, which is abrupt, spesks of
‘¢ occurrences at which I was present.” But Xenoplum. when
intending to mention himself, :X ways does so in the third per-
son—** Xenophon did this or that.” He would have been about
*11 years old in 420 B.0. On the whole, the * Banguet® must be,
taken a8 o fancy sketch, based on something which really osvi,
curred. It was perhaps the first attempt st a dramatic pictire,
with Socrates for chief figure, and may have suggested to Pktc)

the forn of his inimitable dislogues, to which, thangh clevér i in
its wsy, it is far inferior, -
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self, gave a supper in his honour. Moeeting :Socratea
and some of his followers, he inviled them to cowe,
saying that “his party would be much more brilliant
if the rooms were graced with the presence of men of
caltire and refinement, instead of. being filled with,
<generals and cavalry officers,and political place-hunters,”

Wheri tbey were seated, the dazling heauty of
Autolydus became a ¢ cynosure” to the cyos of all the

v guests. They were like men impressed by, e superior

. presence. They gaved on him in a sort of awe, and
proceeded with their supper in silence. This mood
wag interrupted by a knocking at the door, and Phil-
ippus, a professional buffoon, requested entrance. He
was told to join the feast, and attempted some jokes,
which at first et with no response, till his comic ex-
prossions of grief at finding that “laughter had gone
out of fashion, and that his occupation was gone,” set
some of the guests a-laughing.

Phresently a “nauteh” was introduced. A man of
Syracuse brought in a girl who played on the flute, and
a boy and giwl who danced.  After having some music,
the hog suggested that perfumes should be handed
round. - Socrates opposed this, saying that *the only
odour which a man ought to relish was the smell of
the oil used in the gymnasia.” To which the father of
.Autolycus said, “That's hil very well for young men,

. Scorates, but what-are old fellows, like you and me,
«swho mo longer frequent the gymnasia, to scent our-
selves with$” “With the odours of honour and vir-
tue,” -said Socrates. Whereon it was. asked “where
such_odours could be procured?” . And an incipient
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discussion arose, which was presently dropped, “whother
virtue could be learned from others?”

They then witnessed some feats of the dancing-giy),
who threw up and caught twelve hoops to the sound of
music, and afterwards threw somersaults through & hoop
stuck round with swords. This wonderful exhibition
caused Socrates to remark, that  the talent of women is
not ut all inferior tv that of men, though they are weaker
in bodily strength. So that any one who had a wife
might cenfidently instruct her in whatever he wished
her to know.” This observation caused Antisthenes to
put it to Socrates, ¢ Why, if he thought so, did he npt
educate Xanthippe,* instead of leaving ler the most
wotoriously ill-conditioned wife in existence?” To
which Socrates replied, that “as those who wish to
excel in riding often choose restive horses, because if
they cun ride these they will easily manage any others;
8o he, wishing to congerse and associate with mankind,
had chosen tv have a wife of this kind, knowing that
if he could bear her society, he would be ahle to get
on with any one else in the world.” ‘

Then the boy danced, and was admired by dl, and
Socrates excited much amusement by telling the Syra-
cusan that he should like to learn dancing from him.
When the company laughed, he gravely informed them
that “he was sure the exercise would do him a great
deal of guod ; it called out all the powers of the body,
..and might be conveniently practised in privaie, which
would just suit him.”

Philippus, the jester, now gave a comic parody 0{

* Boe above, page 09, note.
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the 'boy’u daneing, and when exhausted with his exer-
tions, called for some wine, which Callias commanded to
ba handed round ; and Socrates gave his theory of the
way in which they ought to drink—* not in huge quan-
tities at once, which would be like a deluge of rain,
Jbeaging down the plants, but in small cups repeated
frequently, which like gentle dew would refresh their
spirits.” And this mode of potation was made the
order of the night.

There was more music; but Socrates urged that
they ought not to be entirely dependent for their
amusement on these children, but should by conversu-
tion entertain each other. The question now arose,
“What each of the party most prided himself
ont”

Callias prided himeself on making others better.

Nicergtus, on knowing all Homer by heart.

Critobulus, on his beauty.

A'ntisthenes, on his wealth.

‘Chiarmides, on his poverty.

Socrates, en his powers as a go-hetween.

Lyood, on his son Autolycus.

Autolycus, on his father Lycon.

* Hermogenes, on the merit and power of his friends.
Then they had to justify their boasts, and it turued
ont that Callias was proud of making others better, ‘
Jbecause he did so by giving them money, so as to
renduthom loss neceesitous, and less tempted to do
wrong. Niceratus was proud of his kunowledge of

Homer, .as being an encyclopedia of wisdom. - For
present purposss he wished to apply his knowledge
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by asking for an onion, which Homer said was the
proper accompaniment of drink. Critobulus prided
himself on his beauty, on account of the influence it
had over others. Charmides, on his poverty, for he
had not half the trouble since he had lost his estates.
Antisthenes, on his wealth, for it consisted in having
little, but wanting less. Hermogenes, on his friends,
because these were the gods who took such care of.
him, as to intimate by dreams and auguries what: he
ought to do and what avoid. Socrates, on his akill
as 8 go-between, which consisted in making people
acceptable to others, and on a larger scale pleasing.te .
the State. And this he effected by improving: their.
minds, All these different claims and assertions led
to various repartees. * And, amongst other things,
Socrates disputed the pre-sminence in point of besuty
with Critobulus. The beauty of anything consisting
in its adaptability tp its proper function, Socrates
argued that his own prominent eyes, which could 16pk
to the sides, must be handsomer than these of Crite-
bulus. His broad nostrils, more adapted for smelling,
must be handsomer than a delicate nose. Hi# bhuge
mouth, which could contain large morsels, musé: bear
off the palm. A ballot-box was handed reund among
the guests to decide this xix\m.lry, but every vote, as
inight be expected, was given in favour of Critobulus,
In the mean time the Syracusan became irritated.
that the attention of the company had been draws off
from his froupe, and he began to attack Socrates with
some- quotations from the Clouds’ of .Aristophapes; .

calling him ‘““the Thinker,” and asking him, “Howy:
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max:y fleas'* feet distant he wus 1” which some of the
others wore for resenting as an’ insult. But Socrates
faod - humouredly passed the mattor over with some
liglit. badinage. He turned the subject by himself
favouring the company with a song; after which the
.dancing girl performed some feats on a pottor's wheel.
On which Socrates made a remark something like
Dr Johnson's—* Very wonderful—would it were im-
possible |” And he added, that after all, “almost
everything was wonderful, if people did but eonsider
it. For instance, why did the wick of the lamp give
light; and not the brasse? Why did oil increase flame,
and water put it out? In order, however, not again
to disturb. hilarity by too much grave conversation, bhe
would suggest that the dancers, instead of contorting
their bodies, should perform something graceful and
beanﬁfll.l, like the pictures of the Graces, the Hours,
and the Nymphs.” P

'nm-exhibibor, pleased with this suggestion, went
out to prepare; and Socrates, having the const clear for
a while, gave a discourse on love, distinguishing the
heavenly from the earthly Venus, the luiter inspiring
mankind with love for the body, the former with the
jove of the soul and of noble actions. This distinction

* One of the ahsurdities att #buted to Socrates in the * Clouds’
of" Aristophanes (v. 145-199) is, that he undertook to demon-
strate how many of its own feet 4 flea had leapt, in jumping from
theeyebrow of a disciple on to his own head. He is representod
adhaving solved the problem by catching the flea and plunging
éne of its feet into melted wax, by which meaiis he got 4 measure
of the foet, and then was able fodivide the total distance by the
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was copiously illustrated with instances, and the dis-
course ended with an address to Autolycus, exhorting
him to nobility of life, and to prepare himself fop
serving his country. When it was concluded, the
actors ontered, and performed a ballet, represenfing
the loves of Bacchus and Ariadne. The guests nmow
retired to their homes ; but Autolycus, who was in
training, set out to take a walk, in which hit was
accompaniod‘ by the host, his father, and Socrates.

And here we must take leave of the great Athenian
sage, on whom, though he left no writing of his own,
80 many volumes have been and will be written.
In another imaginary dialogue, that on * Houschold
Economy,” Xcnophon introduces him, but only to
make him a mouthpiece, 8o we may be content to
treat that work merely with refercnce to the matter of;
its contents. Xenophon's representation of his mastery
is considered to be ingdequato ; and yet we shall have{
failed to do justice even to that representation, if'w
have not led our readers to conceive of Socrates as of
a very wemarkable, wise, and lovable being,



CHAPTER VL
THB. “BDUCATION . OF CYRUS.

Tae ¢ Cyropadeia,’ or ¢ Education of Cyrus, is, like
the * Anabasis,’* mfisnamed. For only the first few
chapters are about the education, properly so called,
of the Persian monarch. The remainder of the work,
xtending to eight books, and being nearly the largest
f the writings of Xenophon, treats of the successful
ploits of Cyrus as a gencral, amd & military and civil
rganiser, under his uncle Cyaxares, till he finally
receives from the latter the hand of his daughter in
marriage, aitd is placed on the throne of Media. The
work closes with an account of the distribution into
satrapies of the countries conquered by Cyris ; and of
‘ the sage advice which he gave, when his death drew
nigh, to his sons and his ghief officers of state—advice,
says Xenophon, which was but too much neglected by
» his successors, who forgot his maxims, and by their
mjsrule suffered the excellent institutions of Cyrus to
fall into abeyance, and the national character of the
Persians to decay.
* Bee page 10.



124 THE CYROPAEDEIA IS A ROMANCE,

' And..yet. the name conveys generally the main p\n'-
pbse which Xenophon apparently had in view when
wntmg this work. He wished, not to write history,
But to compose a historieal romance, in which ﬂhould
be depicted a perfect governor of men. And the per-
fection of the generalship, administration, and mon-
archical rule of Cyrus, was meant to be attributed in .
the first instance to the excellent education® which he
had receiveqd in youth. All is of a plece with this
conceptidn.  The hero of the book is possessed of
vice, un& im, succesSes by a single reverse. vadenﬂy,
then, we have before us one of tjuse novels with &
purpose which have been commen enough in modern
times, and which are generally considered to be.rather
poor works of art. Xenophon's is the first elaborate
production of the kind which remains to us from
antiguity, though propably the allegorical sermons o
the Sophists (sce above, p. 109) were in the sajn

irection.

In giving any account (and much will, not be re-
quired) of the ¢ Education of Cyrus,” we must gemind
the reader that this is not the sawe Cyrua as hé whom
Xonophon knew personally, and: under whom ib
marched from Sardis to Cupaxa. The Cyrus of the

* Some modern translators have tried to find n name. which
should apply te the whole contents of the bouk, by calling it
“The Institution of Cyrus,’cthe word *institution” being in
obsolete Knglish capable of taken for ¢ edueation,” and also
being applicable to the “<form of goversment™ described us

being introduced by Cyrns. 'But the word peedeia in Cyropes.
! dels has no such doable application. .
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« Anabasis’ (see above, p. 11) was a mere
the Persian throne, and died n.o. 400. The Cyrus
the ¢ Cyropedei: T was the Great C syrus, who found
the Persian Empire, and died about 525 B.o. Of thig
wt conquéror’s history there are three accounty.
remaining : the first is that of Herodotus, the father
history; the second is that of Ctesias, a Groeck physician,
who was employed at the court of Persia, and wrote
& history of the country ; the third is thgt given by
Xenophon, and of all the three the last memtioned is
generally considered as the least to be depended on.
The curious thing is that Xenophon, writing what he
meant to be a histqffcal romance, hus made it infinitely
tamer than the aceount of Cyrus given by Ilerodotus,
who dimed at merely setting down the historical facts
{as they had been told him. The Cyrus of Herodotus
is sent out, when newly born, by his grandfather to be
&nurdemd he is saved by interpusition-ef-Previdence,
rpught up as the child of a hordsman, and subse-
quently recognised ; he revolts against his grandfwther,
overthrowsethe Median kingdom, founds the Persian
Empire, and finally is slain in a great battle against
Tomyris, queen of the Massageta. The Cymus of Xeno-
phon i8 brought up in all decorum as hefitted the
grandson and nephew of g king; he is duly appointed
to high offices in the state, obtains many easy victories,
and inpugurates many state improvements; he succeeds
peacefully to the throne of gis uncle, and on a quiet
death-bed gives lectures to his admiring friends upon
the arts of government and the immbortality of the
sul. This was a case, then, in which truth wasg
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an fiction; for the purpose of Herodotus
as truth, whereas the purpose of Xenophon was
ction of a particular kind —not the fietion whish
grisps the poetry of human life, but the dry fietion
which treats all incidonts a8 a mere frametwork on whieh
ethical or political morlisings may be hung. -

1t may be supposed, however, that Xenophon, whe
under the younger Cyrus had penetrated into the
heart of the Persian territory, must have had great
opportumities of studying Persian customs, and that
his book would be found to contain valuable informa-
tion with regard to those customs, and to the Oriental
character viewed on its best side.§fBut in this expecta-
tion the reader is dirappointed, for here again-we find
that it was Xenophon's object to set forth, nof faets,
but his own coneeptions of what ought to be. Throw-
ing the scene of his Utopia into the far East, and the
time of his narrativeone hundred and fifty years back,
he appears to have thought himself emancipated from
resttictions of truth, or even probability, and accord-
ingly he transfers to ancient Persia all that he most
admired in the Lacedeemonian institutions of chis own
time. Even the distinctive and remarkable charscter-
istics of the Persian religion are blurred over and
confused hy his constantly attributing to his hero the
performance of sacrifices according to the Grecian mode,
and the practice of the art of divination, of whwh he.
was personally so fontﬁ&

Taking the ¢ Cyropeedeia’ as we find it—nut asa
history, nor as a true picture of 'pational life and
manners, nor yet as a romance of the higher kind, like
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one-of Walter Scott’s novels, but ss a fiction. com-
posed with the ohject of setting forth views on educutlm
snd politice—wo must allow it certain merits. Tho
purity and eleganee of ite style are universally acknow-

. And it possesses, as Colonel Mure says, ;
epic unity of action, within which numerous episodes
«are artistically introduced, some of them quite idyllic
in cHaracter., 1t will be sufficient for our purpose
tq.introduce to the reader a fow specimgns of these,
88 there would be little use or pleasure in'dwellingg
on the details of the pseudo-historical campaigns of}
Cyrus,

Xenophon cemgences by saying that, un reflecting
how . constantly governments of all kinds are over
thro#n, he had come to the conclusion that mankind
are far harder to govern than cattle or horses, whioch
are easily brought into obedience. Onc man, however,
had posseused in a pre-ominenty degree, the faculty of
.rufitg over his fellow-men, and that was Cyrus the
Persiun. How Cyrus ‘should have been able to con-
quer and Kold in subjection so large a portion of the
world,4seemed to him a problem worth investigation.
He had made all the inquiries hie could about the
natural qualities and education which had produced so
yremarkable a ruler, and ‘would now proceed to state
$hem, as follows :—

Both the historians and the poets of Persia agree in
describing Cyrus as beeutifgl in person, humane in
diwposition, and so keen in the pursuit both of know-
- Jedge and of glory as to-endure all labours and eneounter
all dsngers for their sake. The education which he;
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recejved was in accordance with the system of puhlic
mstruction of his eountry. For Persia, unlike other
eountries (ihis is meant as a hit at Athens, and a4 the
game lime as a compliment to Sparts), did not content
herself with legislating against crime ; she mowded
the minds of her citizens from childhood, by a public
educational system, to virtue. This uystem, acoording
to Xenophon, extended only to the higher classes of
society. Unlike our Committes of the Privy Coungil,
the Pemian_educationasl department appears to haxe
begun from the top. Only those were admitted to the

privileges of the state education who were ahove the
Mecesgity of manual labour.

The headyuarters of public instruction in Pexsis are
weacribed as bemng in the metropolis, in a grand square,
where the king's palace and the public offices stood,
and from which all merchandise and trades, with their
‘“poise aud vulgarity,” were banished. The squaze
was divided into four parts, which were seveially
agsigned to the boys, youths, men, and elders The
first three classes attended regularly from, early momn-
ing. The elders appear to bave joined the place of
instraction at such times as suited them, chiefly 4o
furnish an example to their juniors, but, when op, the
spot, to have been under discipline like the rest. ,The
youths, till married, slept round the public offiets, in
light armour, as guards. FKach of the fonr classeg was
under the control of pmsidenta. In the boys' quarter
the time appears chiefly to have heen ocoupied.in
trying, under the president, all emses of crime snd
misdameancur which had arisen among the bpys them-
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selves; “Theft, deceit, calamny, and ingratitude were
thus brought to punishment. And it was conimonly
snid that the Persian hoys went to school to learn
justice, as elsewhere boys go to school to learn to read.
To this arrangement the trifling objection might be
. made, that it eeems to. imply a very abundant and
continuous crop of naughtiness among the boys them-
selves, “else the. trials would have come to an end, and
the study of “justico” would have beep stopped.
Xenophon, however, makes no remark on this point,
nor does he mention any other subjects of study as
entering into the curriculum of this model university.
Indeed, the educatipn given seems very much to have
been_based on those “ Aryan principles” of instruction
of wiich we have heard of late, and according to
wlnch book-learning will always be at a discount.) A
Spartan system of diet appears to have been prescrihed
for the boys, consisting of bregl and cresses, with
watpr to drink. The hoys learned shooting with the
bow, and throwing the javelin; and at the age of
seventeen they passed into the class of youths.
Fromeseventeen to twenty-seven the chief means of
cultivation for the youths appear to have oconsisted in
patrol-duty and hunting. On the advantages of hunt-
ing as a preparation and trgining for war, the Persians,
aceording to Xemophon, laid great stress, and the
,youths. were constantly engaged in formal bunting-
partiss under the king. - They bivouacked in the open
ﬁeiﬂ-,»nd were restricted to the most ascetic fare;
and as a result of this system Xenophon mentions
that every Persian avoids, as a piece of bad manners,
A, ¢ vol. viii 1



130 THE BOYS AND THE COATS..

either spitting or blowing his nose— a rule which it
would be impossible to obeerve, except by men who
had practised great moderation in diet and exhausted
the moisture of their hodies by exercise,”

Under this mode of instruction, which Xané'phon
does not further .describe, Cyrus was brought up till
twelve years old. He was then taken to see his
grandfather, Astyages, king of the Medes, - By his
lively prattle ho pleased Astyages, and was invited to
remairr for some time at his court. Cyrus begged. his
mother to let him stay, because, he said, “ he knew
how to shoot well enough already, and by stopping
amongst the Moedes he should hava a better oppor-
tunity than at home of learning to ride.” His mother's
objection was that he would forget all about “ jiatice,"”
.But Cyrus said that he quite understoed justice, and
did not require to learn it any more. “How s03”
said Mandane, “ Why,” said Cyrus, “I have often
besn appointed to decide cases, and I only madd one
wmistake. That was in the case of the hoys and the
coats. There was a big boy who had.a little oost,
quite too small for him. And there was a Jittle boy
with a large coat, very loose upon him, So.the hig
boy made the little boy exchange coste with him, and
I decided that he was right in doing so, and thakeach
boy should keep the coat that best fitted him. .But
the master beat_me for giving, bia.decision, for Je
apid, that ik was.againet.she. law 0.f0000 o parson-to
give up his property, and thai.jmsfice. cansisped.in
obeying the law. . 8o, now I know what justics is.”
This story--which has probably been. made fumiliar
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to Tnost. of our readera by that most delightful book
for childhood, ‘Sandford and Merton'-—shows the
sqrt of materia™from which Xenophon constructed
his work; for it evidently conveys in a lively form
onef the favourite doctrines of Soerates (see above,
, Page 114). A combination of the teachings of Soe-
rates, with the institutions of Sparta is what Xeno-
phon. wishes tg-recommend under the shallow disgnise
of Persian namos and the picture of a foreign court.
ZThe educational institutions of Sparta, by thaw-
galves, Xenophon wonld probably not. bhave deomed
agdeguate, as not being sufficiently awakening to the
Anfelloct< One of the most interesting indications on
the subject of education which he gives is contained’
in a chayming description of the boy Cyrus, of whom
he says: “ He wns, perhaps, a little over-talkative,
bus this was partly from education ; becauso ke was
obliged by his master 1o give a 1 Jor what he did,
and®to require reasons from others, whan he had to
nge his opinion in judgment ; m:d purtly, because,
being very epger for knowledge, he was always putting
questions to those about him on many subjects, to
ascertain how such and such things wceres and from
‘being of a quick apprehension, he gave very ready
suawers. to all questions thgt were asked him ;~—so that
fm. sll thm cmcumattmcee he wqmred 8 lubxt of

"It Saplien that the "one thin
o modmt in edmhng boys is, o arouse their
mhelﬁcenoa into setivity. This forms s great contaast
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to the spirit of modern education, which sims rather
at imparting results and foregone conclusions, and
which many people are now begmnmg to eomplain ef,
as fostering servility of mind and want of self-reliance.
Cyrus, according to the account of Xenophon, stayed
four or five years at the court of his geandfather,
during which time he was not at all spoilt by the
indulgence which all showed him, dsd the luxury
which he aaw around him. He developed in manly
qualities, became a bold and passionate rider, Kunted
the animals in the royal park (or * paradise™),
and then tock to more real and dangerous sport in
riding after the boar and other animals in theie native
wilds. On one occasion the Assyrians miide ' a yaid
over the Median borders, and Astyages tobk out
troops to intercept them. The youthfal Cyrus, about
fifteen years old, went with him in a mew euit of
armour, and at an a»portune moment advised' that a
dash should be made at the enemy. The charge was
made, the boy joined, and gradually headed it. * As
a generous dog,” says Xenophon, “ that has no experi-
ence, hurries. headlong without caution upon ¢ boar,
so Cyrus pressed forward, minding only to strike
whomsoever he overtock, and heedless of -atijthing
else.” The enemy gave way, and the Median cavairy
had complete success. Cyrus was almost mad with

. ‘ * _ . e ‘

those who had fallent in the actioMmsiiiu. J
Such was his firét essay in aris. ' He was shortly

afterwards recalled by his father;'in order thit he
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migfxt complese his edncation. On returning to Persia,
he continued another year in the class of the boys.
He lived cheerfuﬂ. on the same rigorous fare as the
rest, and' aurpused them all in exercises and in dili-
genc? of attention. With the exception of some advice
Jrom his father, which has very much the appearance
of some of the conversations of Socrates, we hear no
more, dfter thigéof the * education of Cyrus.” He had
now reached man's estate, and on a war between Media
and Assyria breaking out, he was appointed ¢o com-
mand the Persian force of some forty thousand men
which was sent to assist the Medes. He immediately
made a long speech, in the style of the Xenophontic
orations in the ¢ Anabasis,’ to his chosen body-guard.
After this follows an account of improvements effected
by Cyrus in the army—a topic which gave Xenophon
8 good opport.nnxty for developing many of his favour-
ite theories on military organisation, Ambassadors
arrjved from “ the king of India® to learn the purtic-
ulars ‘'of the quarrel between Media and Assyria, and
Cyrus sagacjously concilisted them by proposing that
the king of India should be made arbitrator in the
question.

The chief of Armenia, a country Subject to the
Medes, showed signs of revolt at this juncture, and
Cyrus took his army for the purpose of reducing him

, ¥o ghedience. . . Having adroitly surrounded the Armen-
* iam ahief, angd. m%lo hxg_mxggner, he procecdcd fo try
Jim..solomnly on_ghe charge of treason. " Xenophon
‘uses this opportunity to introduce & conversational
debate,.after his own heart, Tigranes, son of the
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Armenisn, had resided in Persis, and had. often beer
one of the hunting companions of Cyrus. Cyrus
recollected that he had noticed this young man assoc-
ating with a philosopher,* who went about with him
“and instructed him. He now came forward. and re-
‘quested to be heard in his father's defence. - Baing
"readily allowed by Cyrus to speak, hs pleaded, not
that his father had been innocent, bnﬁ:’hat by capti-
vity and fear he had been reformed, and that it would
be mﬂmtely better policy in Cyrus to acoopt him as s
humbled and grateful dependant, instead of putting
him to death. The arguments of Tigranes, backed by
his own generous impulses, prevailed with Cyras, and
in the handsomest terms, mixed with some dadénags,
he spared ‘the life of the Armenian chief, only taking
from him a moderate fine. He then turned to Tigranes
and asked what had become of his friend the philoso-
pher. “ He is no mc(:e," said Tigranes, “ for my father
here put him to death.” “ What crime,” asked Cyrus,
“did he find him committing?” * He said that ke
corrupted me,” answered Tigranes; “and yet, Cyrun;
so noble and excellent a man he was, that; when ho
was going to die, he sent for me and told ménet.to
bear my father the least ill-will for putting Mim. o
death, because he was doing it not out of meliee; but
out of ignorance, and whatever faults men -commit
through ignordnee ought to be considered imvolantary.”
“ Alas; poor man !” said Cyrus, . Cpv.shis.she Armbn-
ian chief interposed, and said, It ujulmmm;
* The word ussd by Xenophon is * sphiint,” wldéh mun
‘» profbastonal toacher of *Mlyﬂm
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I could not help hating that man, becsuse I thought
he stole my son’s heart away from me, My son ad-
mjired. him more“Wan he did myself” *Well,” said
Cyjuep!‘that was a natnral weakness of yours, and
youf son moust now forgive you.” The introduction of *
_this incident, in obvious allusion to the treatment of!
Soorates by the  fathers” of Athens, is very chatac-J
teriati8 of thgianner of the ‘Cyropmdeia.’
l?m'hnpl the most famous episode which the book

contains is the tale of Abradites and Panthoa. » In one
of Cyrms's battles with the Assyrians, the enemy's
cantp was stormed, and a great prize, both in spoil and
prisoners, was taken. Among the captives was Pan-
thes, & lady of Husa, the wife of Ahmadétes, an Assyr-
ian prince, who was himself abeent, having boen seni
on & miseion to Bactria. The Median officers, in dis-
posing of the buoty, set aside this lady as & compli-
mennu'y offering to Cyrus. He, learning what had
begh arranged, requested Arasjfes, for whom ho had
‘had & sort of friendship from boyhood, to take charge
of the lady, Araspes, on receiving the order, asked,
4 Bak Rave you seen the person whom you wish me to
take eharge of$” Cyrus replied that he had not. On
whigh the other said, “ Z have seen her, though, and
she is simply the most beautiful creature that was
ever born of mortals throughout the whole of Asia.
FEven when she was sitting on the groumd eovered
with.a veil, there was something about her that dis-
~tiugnished her fram the other women. < But when she
stood -up, still veilsd and weeping, she was not only
divitiely tall, but hed an indeecribable grace snd tragic
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nobleness in her attitude. To comfort her, we told
her that no doubt her husband yas an exeellent
gontleman, but that she would now belong to one whe
in every respect was at least his equal, for that ifthere
was & man in the world that deserved admimﬁun, it
was Cyrus. On hearing this, she rent her veil and
uttered a lamentable cry, and her women cried out
with her. And we saw the greater péish of her face
and her hands. There never was such a woman.
You must go and sec her yourself.”

“By heavens ! I shall do nothing of the kind, if
she is such as you describe,” eaid Cyrus. - “ Why
not 3" asked the young man. “Why, becaaseif'I
were now to yield to your deseription, and go and see
her, overwhelmed as I am with business, I daresay the
sight of her might make me wish to go again, and’
thus I might perhaps neglect what I have to do, in
order to sit gazing at her.” At this Araspes langhed,
and asked Cyrus “if he thought that the beauty of
sny human being could put a congtraint on another, so"
as to force him to act differently from wha, he judged
best? Love,” he argued, “is an affair of the will ;
else, why does not a brother fall in love with MHin
sister, or & father with his demghter?” ‘But Oyrus-
said, “If love be voluntary, why canuot a persctr ceasiy
lovirg when ha,wishes to do so? I have seen people,”
he added, “ weiping from love—made regaluy siaves—
giving away all they had, wanting to get zid- of thelr
love, and yot held as if by an iron chain—victims of 2
complete fascination.” * They must-be poor crentures,®:
waid Araspes ; “any man who is worth anything oas
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lock at a besutiful woman without its makiug any
difference to him. At least, I am sure I feel this
apout our Bea¥Tl captive.” “Have a care,” said
Cyrus, *““and ahove all things guard thie lady well, for
she®may. be of great political importance to us some
day or other.” '
80 ended the conversation, and the confident boast-"
ings of Araspgs; who, partly from seeing the beauty of
his, prisoner, and partly from her worth angd goodness,
and partly from waiting on her and finding® her not
upgrateful, and partly from her attentions to him
when he was ill—from all these causes combined, suc-
cumbed to the fate which he had derided, and hecame
hopelessly in love with Panthga. Which, as Xeno-
phon remarks, was not a very wonderful occurrence
after all, When, however, Araspes at last ventured
to intimate to her the change in his feelings which
bhad conte about, and the great passion by which he
wag'now possessed, Panthea would not listen to him
for a moment, She protested her unswerving love and
constancy to, her absent husband ; and when Araspes in
despair uttered cruel threats, she sent a private mes-
senger $o Cyrus to aoquaint him with what had hap-
peneds Cyrus, on hearing it, burst out laughing at
the. man who had said t.h‘t he was above tha power
of love. He sent Artabazus, a conﬁ%tial officer, to
enjoin -Araspes most strictly to do no violence to the
hdy,busut the same tisme fo naythathehndwﬂe
$0. make 8 much impression on her as, by
fair aeans, he could. - Artabazus, however, appears
nok.to have given ithis exsct meseage. He rubed
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Araspes soundly for his unfaithfuluess to & sacred
trust, and for his weakness, nnplety, and wickedness ;
so that Araspes was overwhelmied” With ‘shame ang
confusion, and half-dead with fear of some great pun-
ishment at the hands of Cyrus. Cyrus, hearing of his
distress, sent for him alone ; hid him be reassured ;
told him that he might essily be forgiven, sinee both
gods and men yielded to the power.pf love; -and
finally took the hlame to himself, as having shut him
up with®such an irresistible creature. Araspes; how-
ever, still made moan, that all men would point af
him, and that even his friends advised him to keap
out of the way of Cyrus, as likely to do him haxm.
“ This is most opportune,” said Cyrae, “for now  yeu
will be just the man for me to send as a spy inte
Lydia. You can pretend to fly from me and go over
to the enemy, and yon will get their confidence,” and
be able to give us the most valuable -information.”
This arrangement was speedily made, and the Jyve-
stricken Araspes departed on his mission, and disap-
peared from the scene. N

The beautifal Panthea now suggesﬁad that ahe
should send for her husband, who, in gratitude forthe
treatment she had received, would be certain to. desent
his Assyrian master, and come. over to Cyrus::. She was
allowed to sqgd; and Abradites, having. recpgnised
his wife's tokens, and heard how . mettee: stood,
marched joyfelly to the ograp.of Cyrns, bringing with
him sbout s thousand horse. . Having'declared who pe
was, he was admitted within the lines; snd embesoed bis
wife tenderly after %o long = sspuration, - FHe: th



PANTHRA SENBS HIM INTO BATTLE. 139

waited upon Cyrus, and extending his right hand,
said," “ In return_for the benefits that you have be-
sbowed 'on us, b'y-ms, I can say nothing more than
trhat I give myself to you, as a friend, a servant,
and an’ ally.” Cyrue said, “I accept your kindness,
and take -leave of you for the present, that you may
go to eupper with your wife; at some other time I
ghall hope tigreceive you in my tent, together with
your friends and mine.”

“Not~long after this, it came about that Cyrus had
to fight-a great battle against the enemy, who werc now
an‘drny of all nations under the comniand of Cresus,
ki of Lydia. While tho disposition of the forces
was being made, ‘Abradétes, prince of Susa, obtained,
partly by entreaty and partly by lot, o conspicuons
position in the front line of Cyrus's army. He made
a splendid figure, for he had a chariot with four poles,
drawn by eight horses ; and }his wife Panthea had
argayed him in a golden helmet and golden arm-pioces
which she had procared, and a purple robe reaching to
his feet, which she had made. When he was prepar-
ing toymount his chariot, she bade him farewell,
saying, % You know, Abraddtes, that if ever a woman
lovéd her husband better thun her own soul, I am
stuch o-one. And yet, Joving you as I do, I love
honour more, and would rather be buried with you, in
your glory, than live with you if either of us were dis-
honoured. You will remember the debt of gratitude
which we owe to Cyrus, and in this battle you will
discliiirgo it.” Abradites laid his hand gently on her
Heady durd, lifting bis eyus to hoaven, exclaithed,  May
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[ prove worthy of the love of Panthea, und of the
{riendship of Cyrus ! ” e then mounted, and Panthea,
as a last adicu, kissed the chariot, Pid was borne off
by her attendants to her tent, and the line began to
move against the enemy.

There was a mighty battle against gres.t oddn, for
the army of Croesus quite outflanked that of Cyrus,
and enclosed it, “as a large brick might enclose &
smaller one,” on all sides but the rear. But the
gollantry of the smaller force prevailed, snd none
on that day made a fiercer charge than Abradites of
Susa, who, being posted against the Egyptians, over-
whelmed and crushed them in his weighty chariot,
armed with scythes. But in the furious melée that
ensued, the prince himself, pursuing his vietorious
course, was thrown from his chariot, and, fighting like
a brave man on foot, was cut down and killed..

The next day after the battle had been won, Cyrus
asked, “ Where was Apradtes, that he did not cume
to sce him?” They said that he was no longer alive,
and that his wife had carried his body to a spot near
the river Pactolys, where her eunuchs were dgggmg s
grave for him, while she sat on the ground with, the
dead man's head upon her knee. On learning thia,
Cyrus struck his thigh, and leaping upon his horso,
rode, with an escort, to the scene of affliction. When
he reached the spot, he approached the corpse, and
shedding tears, he said, “Ah! brave and falthful
soul, hast thou then left us for eypt!" and he took
holdof the right hand, but the hand enmumhm
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this Panthea shricked, and taking the hand kissed
and replaced itgyd said, “ All hia body is like this,
@yrus, and it is my doing, for, not thinking of the
rem}lt, I exhorted him not to spare himself for your
sake. And now he is dead, and I who encouraged him
it here alive.”” After weeping for some time in
silence, Cyrus said, “He has died a noble death, and
numbers of neen shall raise 2 monument to him, which
shall not be unworthy of him or of us, apd sacrifices
shall bs performed in honour of his bravery. And
for.you, every -case~shall.be taken of you; and when
you tell. me where you.wish to be sent, if ghall be
done,” Panthea replied,..’:You shall soog kunoy,
‘Cyrus, to whom I wish to go.” Cyrus now departed,
sorrowing. And Panthes, having ordered her eunuchs
to retire, called her nurse, and bade her, when she
was degd, to wrap her and her husband in one mantle.
She then produced a sword, wjich she had provided,
and stabbed herself, and the nurse, wailing, covered
thém both as Panthea had directed, and three of the
faithful ewnuchs slew themselves on the bodies of
their smnster and mistress. Cyrus, when he heard of
it, lamented exceedingly, and caused & lofty monument
4o ‘e raised over the noble and unfortunate pair.

“his narrative, whichgwe have given as nearly as
possidble in the words of Xenophon, is the first extant
‘instance of a prose lovesstory in European literature.
Tt was much admired by the ancients, apd probably
‘gave rise to many imitations of iteelf. Plutarch, in
his‘dsnny to prove “ that the doctrines of Epicurus do
“niot “sectire even plemn in living,” asks (p. 1098)
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“ whether the actual emjoyments of love could be
superior to the imaginative pleasures felt in reading
the tale of Panthea as related by&énophon, or ths
tale of Timoclea as told by Aristobulus, or of Thebe
by Theopompus 1” These two last writers were hister-
ians of the time of Alexander the Great, who appesr
to have introduced love episodes into their histories,

which are now lost. As in old W

story of Panthaa is a mncmmmg m
not._ante-nuptial, passion.

speak, at & point after the third vol
novel would have copcluded. As such, and on aceonnt
of its simplicity, the tragical story of Abradites and
Panthea may be despised by the English reader, espe-
cially if unmarried. But taking the ancient Greeks
a8 they are, we may find some interest in observing
the pointe in which tl\ley differ from ourselves. . .

After his vietory over Croesus, and after taking the
city of Sardis, Cyrus proceeded to the eonquest of
Babylon. Xenophon, like the other authorities, e
presente him as effecting this by diventing the. ceurse
of the Euphrates, and entering the city .by the xéver-
bed at midnight, while all the Babylonians were.en<
gaged in a revel. The whols account' is intersperssd
with a record of the sagacious prowigions and: wise
exhortations of Cyrus, which takes off from ite:liveli-
poss, and makes the narrative unworthy of the great.
nees of the event. In vividness.and: resfity this
crowning act in the oreation of .the. Parsian’ empire
folls: far short of theee smaller sincidents in -whiek
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Xenophon had himself taken part, and which he de-
scribes in the graphic pages of the ¢ Anabasis.’

» ‘Henceforth ihe measures of Cyrus for the con-
solidation of his rule over the conquered nations, and
his’ maxims of government, are recorded. Some of
these may be mentioned. His first care was to pro-
vide attached and faithful attendants about his own
pemoti. ' Inselecting these, the principle he went
upon was, to choose mon who had fowesy family tivs,
who belonged to the most despised and isolated class,
and who could be most absolutely bound by obliga-.
tions of favour and gratitude. And of theso he formed
his hureaucraoy.

-Next, Cyrus turned his attention to the clvxl buai-
ness of the empire, which he arranged by a system of
bureaux and departments, so a8 to keep a centralised
oont:ol.of all the ramifications of state affairs. “ He
was thus enabled, by speaking with a few persons
onfy, to keep every department of business under
saperintendence ; and he had conscquently more leis-
ure than another man who bad charge but of a single
houes gr & single ship.” Having by orderly arrange-
ment secured a ocertain amount of leisure both for
hiniself aud others, he proceeded to employ this in
meulding the characters qf tho upper ranks of society.
He encouraged, by many artifices, “all who were able
to subsist by. the labour of other men” to be in constant
d.undmm at his court, and he set himself to be “a
living law” and example of life and manners to these.
Rach day.had its sppointed religious wervices, under
the, direction of the Magi, end commencsd with
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hymn to the gods, which was sung at daybreak. Great
moderation and simplicity churactegised the style of

living in the palace. Everything unseemly was cave.

fully avoided. A strict code of etiquette and polite-

ness was introduced, and differences of rank were

marked with appropriate observances, No outbreak of
anger or rude lsughter was ever to be henrd. “You.

tirely_for the beautiful.”

As n "prepmtlon for war (here Xenophon intro-
luces one of his favourite ideas, and not a bad one),
Cyrus uged to take out all the gentlemen of his court
to hunt wild animals on horseback with spears. Thus
o great gmulation arose in riding and skill of various
kinds. And all became inured to hardy habits and
long fasts in the open air; and Cyrus himself outvied
them all, and showed them his opinion, ¢ that no msn
has any business with, government who is not himaelf
better than those whom he governs.” But while sat-
ting this example, and taking all this trouble for the
edneation of the upper classes, with respect to the
lower ranks of society he took a very different oourse..
He studiously avoided inciting them to amy liberal
pursuit, and even prevented them as far as possible
from exercising the virtues (of self-denial. For when
a crowd of the common people had to aet as- hentars
in the mountains and forests, he had provisions esrried
for them, but none for the nobles.  So-that the lower
orders, not understanding his aime; énd being well
eared for, * called him their father, for arranging that
they should slways continue slaves,” This Maclsa
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vedlisw! polioy, which of course is to be.considered as
ax. ides of Xenophon's, and not as historical, is in sc-
cerdance with ancient Geek notions that society
mnt be based on slavery. It is also skin with the
Spartan principle that the government must be for the
iwteyosts. of a ruling caste, while an outlying caste
(like the Helots) is to be.treated as a mere instrument,
with o rightaof its own, in the state arrangementa,

The policy of Cyrus in governing *dependencies”
(for such was Babylon when firet conquered) fs repre-
sontod as consisting in constant conciliation of the
upper. olaeses, who were to be drawn closely round the
momnaxch ; . while all the rest were to be equitably
treated, but held at a distance. Thus Xenophon de-
seribes him as spending infinite trouble and tact on
pessonal attentions to the nobles, who were by these
means fo be captivated, and turned more and more
into friends of the king. All this is interusting, and
might be-compared, or contrasted, as the case may be,
with +the action of England (loo often without a
theory) in rplation to its dependencies, such as Ireland
of-old apd India in later times.

.-Aftar the settlement of Babylon came , the division
of" 3w whole Persian empire into satrupies, which is
bettex valated by Herodojus. And then there were
varions journeys-of Cyrus to revisit his home, where
, hia, father and mother were now dead. From his

cgumwhom Cyrus had mede the head of
the grestest empire in the world, he meeived the hand
ol datghier: mmmnge, with tho ﬂmme of Mm
m

©. vol. viii, K
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At last, when he was on one of his visite to Persia,
being now advanced in years, thqueh apparently in
perfect health—after performing some sacrifices 4nd
leading in person a national dance—Cyrus was in the
night warned by a vision of his approaching end. A
being of superhuman dignity seemed to come to him, .
and to say,  Cyrus, prepare thyself, for thou art now
going to the gods.” After this vision s awoke, and,
taking victims, went to the summit of a mountain,
where he sacrificed to Jupiter, the sun, and the rest of
the gods, thanking them for their care of him during
his long and prosperous life, and for all the omens and
signs they had sent him as indications of what b
ought to do; and praying for a blessing on his family,
his friends, and his country. He then returned home;
and lay down to rest. Fecling no inclination 't &at,
he took nothing for three days, after which he called
round him his sons agd the chief men of Persia, and
addressed them. He told them that he knew his
end was at hand, and that when he was gone they
were to think of him as one who had lived a -happy
life. “I have realised,” said he, *all that ds uost
highly prized in the successive ages of lifeud-a
child in childhood, a8 & young man in youth;»s «
man in matority. My strength has seemed o :in-
croass with the advance of time; ‘¥ have-failed in
nothing that I undertook. I have exalted my friends
and humbled my enemies, and have brought ‘my
country from obecurity to the sammit of glory, -
have kept hitherto from auythinglike’ budhg,
knowing that a reverse might come; biat mow thet
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the end has arrived, I may safely claim to be called
fortuna -
» Ho then turned to his sons, and having assigned
thé guccession to the throne to one, and an immense
ut.tnpy to another, he exhorted them to live in econ-
cord. And he based this exhortation not only on
grounds of natural affection and mutual interest, but
also o 8 regaed to what would be pleasing to his own
disembodied spirit. He said,* “ You cgnnot surely
believe that when I have ended this mortdl life I
shall ceaso to exist, Even in lifetime you have nover
ssens . wy soul; you have only inferred its existence.
And there are grounds for inferring the continuance
of the soul after death, Have we not seen what a
pewer is exercised by the souls of murdered men—
how they send avenging furies to punish their mur
derers?, It is only to this belief in the power of the
soul after deuth that the custop of paying honour to
the dead is due; and the belie?ll is reasonable, for the
soul, and not the body, is the principle of life. When
goul and hody are separated, it is natural to thiuk
that the soul will live. And the soul, too, is the
principls of intelligence. When severed’ from the
sonselass body, it will surely not lose its intelligence,
but only become more pire and bright; just as in
aleep, when the soul is most independent of the body,
, it ‘seems to- gain the power, by prophelic dreams, of
ueias into futurity. Do, then, what I advise, from a

. d ?gu wments here giun in favour of the immortality of
£ "W64Y, "are exactly quioted by Cicero at the end of his Qs

ﬁg&,”OAOHA@-"
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regard to my immortal spirit; but if I be mistaken in
thinking it so, then act out of d for the eternal
gods who maintain the order of the umiverse, and
watch over piety and justice. Respeot, too, Humanity,
in its perpetual succession, and act 80 a8 to be spproved
by all posterity. When I am dead, do net enshrine
my body in gold or silver, but réstore it to the earth,*
for what can be better than to be mixedaip and ‘insoz-
porated with the beneficent source of all that is good
for men'd While life, which still lingers in me, re-
mains, you may come near and touch my hand, and
look upon my face; but when I have covered my head
for death, I request that no man may any mare dook
upon my body. But summon all the Persians.and
the allies to my tomb, to rejoice with me that ¥ihall
now be in safety, and cannot suffer- evil any mope,
whether I shall have gone to God, or whether X shall
have ceased to exist. A Distribute gifts among all who
come. And remember this my last word of advipe:
* By doing good to your friends, you will gain.%he
power of punishing your ememica' Fagewell, desr
children; say farewell to your mother from meg.allzmy
friends, abeent as well as present, farewell. . Haring
said this, and taken every ome by the right: Mb
covered his face, and expired. S S T T

® This is quite at vasiance with the Persiasi custiion, 48 yo-

lated by Herodotus. Bodies could neithes be beried now bapns, -

benause both thaunhndﬁquutoopm red for cont

tion. They were therefore exposed to be o & m"
=g practice still universelly maintaiosd Sy 397 the Pirveld;

‘modery sepresentatives of the old Persish religide, wmw




CHAPTER VIL

|

XENOPEON'S MINOR WORKS.

Xmsornos, after the complotion of lus cathpaigns, had,
88 wo have seen above® a long tranquil life, probably
from his fortieth till nearly his nineticth year, devoted
%o Jiterature, during which he not only collected mate-y'
!idl for his ¢ Hellenica' (the contemporary history of
), but also wrote his ‘ Anabasis,’ his ¢ Recollec-
tions {Socmhs, his ¢ Educatiopn of Cyrus,’ and several
mifior works above mmen{l t+ These opuscula,
composed from time to time, as the fancy took him,
show Xenophon as the eatliest of essay-writers. His
subjettp were varied enough, and this circumstance
gives an interest to his works; but yet we find that
his idess were somewhat limited. Heo constantly re-
produces under different fprms the same ideal type of
homen lifs and charseter, And this ideal type is
nothing trenscendental or impossible ; it is thoroughly
hedﬁy but it has a vertain suggmtion of mod:ocnty
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“ hero-worship.”  During his earlier life he had, at
successive periods, two great objecta for these senti-
ments—Socrates and Agesilaus, s pnﬂosophu' sud p
king. In bis ‘ Eulogy of Agesilaus’ he pays a tribute
to the king, analogous to that which, in the ¢ Recaliee-
tions of Socrates, he paid to the philosspher. He
(does not write the life of Agesilaus, but merely gives
8 brief summary of some of his chief pyblie petform-
ances in war and diplomacy, and then dilates upen
his virtwes. Agesilaus—who, according to Plutareh,
was a short, rather mean-looking man, lame of. one
foot—appdars to have- produced a great impression
upon Xenophon. But Xenophon had not she dm:
matic faculty requisite for portrait-painting in words:
'The cgtalogne. gf qualifies assigned to his hero does
}not bring a living personality before us, bui rather
reads like the list of particulars in the Mn_ﬁw
'fication of a plant. Nor is it easy to dmmgmsh the
Whistorical Agesllnus of Aenophon, drawn from the life,
from the pseudo-historical Cyrus, drawn from fancy.
Xenophon in this matter appears almost like a.achosd:
boy who can only draw one face, which he WW;
ropeats for ever.

Agesilaus was, ofooume‘mordmgtoxm
a great disciplinarian, and very sempulous in.all;xeli-
gious observences. ‘A spectator would -haye been
cheered at pecing Agesilaus first, and efier him, the
rest of the soldiers, crowned with. mﬂhmm

ing their, chaplets to Jisna ; for howean <t be
wike than that a cause should be,hopefil, when dé
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supporters reverence 'the gods, practise warlike oxer-
cises, and ob-ar.v_ﬁobedionce to their commanders}"”
#tem, hewas very trustworthy, and « paid such respect
bo whst was divine, that even hia enemies considered
his' oaths and compscts more to be relied on than

, friandship amorng themselves,” Item, he was extremely
meoderate and self-controlled in eating, drinking, sleep,
and all theepleasures of semse. Ho acted on the
principle that ‘it becomes a prince to suppass private
pereons, not in effeminacy, but in endurance® Jiem,

hs was very brave in war, and very snccessful s a
goneral ; very patriotic and subordinate to the laws of
his country ; very affable and ynostentatious as king ;
Hviug plainly, being accessible to all, and as unlike as
possible to the kings of Persia. He attained a grest
age in health and vigour, and “was borne to his
#ternal home ” honoured and lamented by all.  8uch
is the ehmcﬁer of Agesilaus, as given by Xonophon
in. eleven chapters. It is aﬁull picture, conveying
the notion rather of rgspectability than of greatness.
Fhose whoewish to see a portrait of the same man in
Unighter. colours may refer to Plutarch’s ¢ Lives.'

: The ¢ Hiero, another of Xenophon’s mindr works, is
~-s-nedt littlo essay in the form of a dislogue, on the ad-
'vantages, or otherwise, ingthe lot of a * tyrant,”—that
4s; an aheolute monarch, whose rule has been founded
‘6t thie overthirow of constitutional govermment. The
mmmunmmmmmm give
pertioniar interest to this discussion, which Xenophon
sitidbutés: to the couttly Greek post Bimonides snd
Hiwe-E, the tynmt of Syracuse, Many would ilke
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to-have had the opportunity of guestioming louis
Napoleon at the period of his greafgst prosperity as to
his enjoyment, or otherwise, of the power redihad bty
the coup détat of the 24 December;fand sush wis-the
kind of question supposed to be addremed to. King
Hiero by SBimonides. Hiero's answer iz -of the muost
gloomy desoription. He says that it is-a meve popuiar
delusion to fancy that tyrants are to be ewvied. * They
have not helf the plessure, and they suffer twion the
pains, that private individuals do.  Their enjoymsents
are dulled by satioty—they cannot travel, they cannet
vealise the full pleagures of love because $hey-nevar
can be sure that their affection is returned. ' “Indeed,
there are none from whom conspiracies against kings
proceed more frequently than from those whe: hawe
affected to love them with the greatest wimcerity.”
“ If peace is thought to be a great good Yo mankidM,
tyrants have the leaa(, participation of it; if war is
deemed & great evil, kings have the greatest shaze. of
it. Private individuals, if they go to make war in.an
enemy’s country, still find, as soon as &hey. sebwin
home, that there is safety for them there ; butiysemte;
when they come to their capitals are oomw“
iheyure then in the midst of the greatest Wumbise:inf
enemies.” “ They distinguish, ‘no less than-peieate
persons, which of their subjects are wisesnd just;and
of a constitutional spirit; but, instesd-of vegerding
such charaoters with edmirstion, they.loolrapon than
with dvesd.  They :fear. men ‘of: cotrage;+Jout they
should malee some bold ‘sitempt in favonsiof libmeky:;
siven ‘of u¥iliien; lest Sty should shgage Jn:sonstien:
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spiracy ;. men of virtue, lest the multitude should
disire t0 be goverped by them. But when, from ap-
prehonalin, they have removed such characters out of
the way, what others are left them to employ in their
service except the dishonest, and licentious, and ser

, vile3" Be far from a tyrant being happier than other
then, his state of mind 1oay be summed up by saying
tbnt Ao passes day and night as if he were condemned
by the whole human race to die for his usrpation,”

+ £ beaving this statement, Simonides asks,”* Why,
if such be all that your position of royalty has to give,
do yout nat voluntarily abdicate?” But Hiero answers
that this very thing is one of the worst features of
uswrped voyalty—that it is impossible to set one's sel
fros from it. “ For how can any tyrant command
sufficient resources to make restitution of property to |
titiss from whom he has taken it, or how can he make
atonement to those whom he cast into prison, or
fon those whom he has unjusfly put to death? In
short, & tymnt can have no comfort either in keeping
his:throne er resigning it ; so the only thing left for
bite doeto is-—to hang himself” Simonides, however,
Oflktns sonmolation - by obeerving that the disadtisfaction
“folt by Histo proceeds from the amiability of his

dtiom, which leadsohim to desire the love of
mankind. | ‘3o sssures him that this may still be ob-
, taitied by &right use of the advantages of his position
Yy showing grsciousmess.and effability ; by develop-
Mﬂﬁm -of the state, and so benefiting all ;
by‘smig his mercesary. soldiers e police for the ze-
Mm 5. by-spending his. privats means o8
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public objeets ; and that thus, by enacting the part of
a benevolent tyrant, he will be foggiven for being a
tyrant at all, and will attain that most desirlbls end,
of being happy without being envied ;—all which is
pleasing theory, but perhaps hardly borne wt hy
history.

Several of Xenophon's tracts are on special prac-
tical subjects, and of these one of the mest interesting
is his ¢ Essay on the Revenues of Athens,” in which ke
gives adVice for improving the financial position of his
country. During the flourishing times of the Republis;
"the great body of Athenian citizens had been traihed
" to habits of idlcness. The state revenues were alio#t
entirely drawn from the contributions of tributary
allies, and were largely expended in payments to the
citizens for sitting as jurymen (see above, page 96), atid
performing other unproductive functions, and, in the
provision of theatrical gxhibitions and other pageants.

Xenophon observes that this system was based or a
certain amount of injustice towards the allies from
whom tribute was exscted, and he procesds to-offér
suggestions for rendering Athens more dependent-ait
herself for the means of meeting state charges. - Thisé
suggestions have mnot very well-borme the teitof
modern criticism. They are.evidently the prodasiiet
of an amateur financier, and not of o praéticeliiates
men. One thing particularly strikes: tle witdern
resder, and that is-—the smallnsas. of this~sums “ih
which Xenophon thinks. He speals of #ios (whicl;
though pestessing a silver mine: anid smarbls: quasios;:
wes still Jike » amall county;: with’ & thin: @8yl
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“::Lusliﬁed by -nature to afford very large revenues.”
And he seems to think it an immense point to add
£10,008 or £W®0 to the revenuss of the state,
One of the ways by which he proposes to do
thﬁ i to inorease the number of foreigners settling at
~ Athens, and paying a yearly tax of twelve drachme
(vine shillings) a-head. In Xenophon's time the
citiz¢hs of Afhens, exclusive of slaves, appear to have'
dmounted to only about 20,000. Therefore in order,
to pbtain £10,000 of additional revenus by'meuu of
the aliem-tax, it would have been necessary to have
more foreigners than citizens residing at Athens. To
secure this desirable object, Xenophon proposes to give
encouragement to foreign settlers by exempting them
from military service, and granting them sites for
houses— all for the sake of nine shillings per head.
The foreigners especially referred to by Xenophon
were “ Lydians, Phrygians, and Syriaus ;” aud Boeckb,
in’kis ‘Public Economy of !Lhens,' puints out that
the proposal was similar to what it would be in medern
times to enpourago the settlement of “ Jew traders” in
. counjry, till they outnumbered the original inhabit-
4pngs, at the same time exempting them froxd military
agrvic, and allowing them to hold land, In any
vauntny which was expqged to war, aud which had
sdopled such a policy, it is clear that the citizens
wonld gradually be swept away in battle, while the
aliens without patriotic feelings or noble motives
wapld be. Joft iu_ possession of the staje.. .
. Xenophon's nexi, ides is, that the commerce of
AM sbonld be stimulgted by snoouragements, snd
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facilitated as much as possible. ¥b seems to ua-an odd
saggeetion that rewards should bg offered te thuse
judges who in mereantile suits should give judgmeny
with the least delsy; and that those merchants who
had brought vessels and goods of great acceunt to {he
port, should be honoured with seats of distinetion on
public occasions. Xenophon thinks that the state
should directly speculate in ships to be let out on
profitable terms, and in lodging - houses, warehouses,
and shops ; a loan should be maised for this. purpoes,
and our financier assumes that the profit on these
ventures would be sure to enable the stock-holders to
receive 20 per cent on their contributions. It.does
not occur to him to ask why, if this form of invest-
ment would be so remunerative, private capital shounld
not find its way into it, without passing though t}u
hands of the state.

Another speculation which he recommends to the
Government of Athens is the purchase of slaves to be
hired out to private individuals, for the purpose of
working the silver mines of Laurion, near the southem
promontory of Attica. He thinks that the staly tright
gradually colleet a little family of ton thousand slewiit
and let them out at the rate of. an obalus {1§d.) pee
head perdiem. 'This would give an. anntad -revemid
of a hundred talents, or about £24,000.. Thest/sleves
would be employed by: the -citisens, or Rorelggiiony, in
iring for silver; and one Wﬂf sl the
ore oblained would 'be’ paid: wﬂnmtugﬁ%y.
The whale caleulation is based m&?lﬂuﬁpﬂl&u
‘She silves mines of Eauvios were:
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thut dider all circumstances: of the pries of provisions,
&e., they could_hg worked to a profit by slave labour,
¥ is meadlees to say that such an assumption was
unjustifiable. :

"'Boeckh says, that of all the schemes and recommenda-
tiona of Xenophon for improving the revenues of his
country, the only one that is unexceptionable is his
exhortation %0 peace. For the preservation of pesce,
he has great faith in moral measures. Hp advises the
sppointment of * pease-commiseioners ;" and he recom-
nénds that the independence of the temple of Delphi}
~- @ question analogous in ancient Gresce to the!
neutrality of Belgium in modern Europe—shonld be}
nuafiitained rather by diplomacy than by arms. lle.
adds, *Bhould any one ask whether I mean that if any
‘power should unjustly attack our state, we must main-
tain ppace with that power?—1I should not say I had
m‘ymh intention ; but I ?y aafely nssert that wo
shall retaliate on any aggressor® with far greater facility,
if we can show that none of our people does wrong to
'ditty ‘eme, for then our enemies will not have a single
“#pposter.” This simple belief in the efficacy of ‘nrtna]
¥iid justice in internstional relationship, reeeived a

fyude commentsry in the subjugation of Athens to the,
“Jowerrof Macedon very sehortly after the above m-)
%& Wae writben. -

- Tiv the “(Weonomieus,’® or ‘Treatiseon Houukeopmg,
e ‘have Xenophon's idess on the mansgement of the
honse and thefarm given under the forny of & dislogue,
I ‘Wis word * (Boonomileus,’ as with * Hipparchicns,” #6.,
m&*m dincoturee, trentise, or theory; is to be updersioud,
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in which Socrates is represented as instrueting our old
friend Critobulus (see above, page 120), now & family
man about forty years old. There is nothing speeirlly
Socratic in the instruction—the philosophy is thst of
Xenophon. The first point in housekeeping, we learn,
is to have a good wife. She must be made so by her

husband, being married in her fifteenth year. She
must be taught by him that her main duty is to have
a regard for property. She must learn to stow away
things néatly, as on board ship, so that they may take
up little room, and may be found when wanted. She
must renounce painting and rouging, and must keep up
her good looks by taking plenty of exercise within
doors in the shape of household duties, such as knead-
ing dough, making the beds, &c., in addition to going
-about to superintend the work of the slaves. No word
is said of her reading, or sharing any inmllectua.l pur-

suit with her husband and w

1doa.l of Athenian mf a_is

bjection of women.” )

""‘ﬂﬁ: the house comes the farm, Xewophon do-
quently sets forth the praises of agriculture, bug in the
rules of the art he is little explicit. - He rather laysd$
down that sagriculture is the easiest of all arts to.Jw
learnt ; that it is & mere application of common-sbtme;
and that a successful farmer differs from an unsyosess
ful one, not in knowledge, but in:ocare and:diligence.
All this has a very dilsttante appearance;.. I eontrasts
strongly with .modem. m. idoas of-  agrioultuml sheziistry,
the application of geology, botany, and physiclogy %0
farming, and the constant improvement of mankinesy
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for lemsening human bm%h agricultural opeérations.
In leu of such thi gs,mmm of the spacial processes
of the ancients, Xenophon gives us a picture of an
xleal gentleman farmer, who keeps his body vigorous
by ‘active and temperate habits, who practises his horse
across country a good deal, and who is a great * ruler
of men,” having the desirable qualification of making
other® work for him cheerfully and’ efficiently.
Xenophon's three remaining trentises on ¢ Horseman-
ship,’ on ‘Cavalry Management, and on ‘Hunting,’
cumnot be accused of superficiality. They treat of
their respective subjects in a thorough spirit, and are

evidently the work of a man writing con amore about

his favourite topics,. The ‘Horsemuanship’ has Loen
much admived by those who have read it from a pro-
fessional point of view. It gives rules first for chuos-
ing a horee, and afterwards for grooming, mounting,
sitting, *and managing him. In order to avoid being
chfated in the purchase of a l‘me, Xenophon tells the
reader that he must ohserve the points of the animal,
beginning yith the feet as the most important of il
"B speuifies the properties to be approved and con-
damned in the hoof, and from this ascends to the Iegs,
dnd.all ¢ho other points in & horse’s body. If a horse
innot a-mere colt, his ape must be looked to, “for a
Jxorse that has no longer the marks in his teeth neither
delighta the buyer with hope, nor is so casy to be ex-
changed.” = If.he. is alveady broken, suffigient  trial
musk-be made.of his peces, mouth, and temper ; and
it ‘awarhorse is wanted, wemuuttryapecisﬂghu
powerhiof Joaping.

-
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When bought, the horsginust be placed in s stable
which is under the mastér’s eye. It must be made
as difficult to steal the horse's f0od Trom his stall a
the provisions from the master’s Jarder. It must be
observed whether the horse scatters his food from 'che
maunger—a sure sign that he is off his feed, and for
some reason out of sorts The ground outside the
stable should be laid down with round stones, in ‘brder
to barden the horses’ feet. This sort of preeaution
was eapevially requisite among the Greeks, as they had
not attained the art of ehoeing horsea with iron
Xenophon's auxiety on this subject leads him to give
the mistaken advice that the groom should never wash
a horse’s legs, but only dry-rub them; for “daily
wetting,” he says, “does harm to the hoofs” e is
far from countenancing the practice adopted in modern
times of cropping the ears and tails of horses. On the
contrary, he is for stimulating with water the growth
of the tail and forelock)in order to' give the anissal’ as
mugh defence as possible against flies; and of the
mane, in order to give the rider an ample grasp in
mounting. This business of mounting must haye heen
a serious one in Xenophon's day, for the simple ex
pedient of stirrups had never been invented. I fat,
if we want to form an accurgte idea of rider and howso
a8 oonceived by Xenophon, we should look a6 seme of
the friezes from thePwthmmtheBﬁmhMm.
MW:W» MPM-
omitted them in his equestrian figures, beoause in his
time they did not exist. And, withoot shem, the anly
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wa'y'e the ancients had of %nting were either to
vault on horseback, or to usy B8 a step a transverse bar
aflixed to the ;hsﬂt of the apear, or 1o have “n leg up,”
which the Persians managed in a dymified manner, by
using the shoulder of a alave, Xenophon gives several
directions for the process of mounting, and recommends
the reader to practise mounting from the right sido as
well a8 the lgft, as being an accomplishment often
» useful in war. .

Al his maxims for the treatment of the hores are of
the most judicious description. He gives it as the one
golden rule in these mattors, “ Never approach a horse
in a fit of anger ; for angor 18 thoughtless, and will be
sure to lead you to do what you will afterwards repent.”
A horse is never o be struck for shymg, as that will
only make him associate the pain he feels with the
object which before caused him alarm. The rider
should touch the olject of which the horse was afraid,
and then gently lead him up f/it, 80 a8 to show that

it is mothing terrible. Xeyophon’s system, in_shogs,
progeeds on .the same humane principles as thab of
Professoy Baxay. He even thinks that a horse may be

taught the most showy paces, such us mg]lmg and
rearing, by the use of the bit and by sygms and en-

coumgements, without striking him on the legs at all.
“ It is on horses thus trained that gods and beroes mie
pniuted riding, and those who are able to manago
them skilfully may truly be said

" "¥ witch the world with noble horsemanshiy.”

So.beautiful and grand e sight is a horse that bears
A. G vol. viii. L
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limself proudly, that he fixes the gaze of all, both
young and old, and no one tires of contemplating him,
80 long as he continues to disflay” kis magnificept
attitudes.”

The ¢ Hipparchicus,” or ¢ Cavalry Officer's Maitual,’
is a treatise on the duties of the Commandant of the
Knights, and is addrossed in a friendly fone to the per-'
son holding that office at Athens. The regulation
number of the Knights was one thousand, but Xeno-
phon intimates that the corps had fallen below that
number, and he even suggests that foreign troopers
should be enlisted to fill up the ranks. This shows
how weak was the cavalry arm of the Athenian repub-
lic, and on how small & scale all its operations must
be conceived. Xenophon, in treating of these, does
not seem to have had any clear idea of the functions
of cavalry, as distinguished from infantry, in war. No
military rules referring to this subject are given. 1In
one place, indeed, he Ylvises that when the enemy are
on 4 march, and any weaker force gets detached from
thu main body, a dash should be made At it by the
mvalry ; and in this he says that the tact;cs of beagq
and birds of prey in attacking whatever is left un-
gnarded should be imitated. FElsewhere he says that
cavalry should be supported by infantry, and thet the
cavalry may be made to conceal infantry among and
behind them. Butit would have been mare interesting
if Xenophon had given us precisely the military ideas of
the day as to how each force was to act. Perhiape
such ideas were little developed ; and Xenophon, both
in this work and in his ‘ Anabasis,’ shows that to.his
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mind war.wae not.ascienge. His contrivances for de-
veiving the enemy by mixing up grooms with poles in
their hands auﬁug the troopers, so as to make the
numbers appear largor, and other tricks of the kind,
havd a puerile appearange.  We cannot holp thinking
how futile would be such stratagems against the pow-
erful field-glasses of modern times. But this treatise,
and much of Kenophon's writing, shows in a strong
light the comparative pettiness of ancient warfare, and,
we may huld, the material insignificance of thio Aéhenian
republic.  All the more honour to her that in intellec-
tual things she was so great! Xenophon dovs not
fail to lecturc his rommandant of cavalry on the moral
qualities necessary for his position, and, above all, on
the temperunce, endurance of fatigue, and manly energy
which he will be required to exhibit ; and he repeats
over and over again that the enterprises of war can
only be succosstul with the help of the gods and must
nevfr be undertaken without gfcrifices and propitious
omens,
Nothing yas more personally characteristic of Xen-
ophon than his fondness for hunting, and we have seen
above (p. 129) that he considered this exercise the
best arhool of warlike prowess and manly virtue. His
¢ Cynegeticus,’ or ‘ Treatise,on Hunting,’ emhbodies the
-resnlts of his experience in the art, and reinforces the
,principles which he held in relation to it. This little
. book is written with all the enthusiasm of an lzaak
Walton dilating upon his favourite pastime, and it
‘eontaine much minute and accurate ohservation of na-
“fmve. 1t was fixgt tranalated into English by Blane, the



164 HUNTING THE HARE.

well-known writer on ¢ Rural Sports,’ and he speaks of
the work with the highest admxmtu‘lg Hesays, “Lhave
been indeed astonished in reading the « Cynegeticoa’
of Xenophon to find the aceurate knowledge that great
man had of the nature of tho hare, and the method of
hunting her; and to observe one of the finest writers,
the bravest soldiers, the ablest politiciahs, the wisest
philosophers, and the most virtuous citizens of anti-
quity, so intimately acquainted with all the niceties
and difficulties of pursuing this little animal; and de-
seribing them with a precision that would not disgrace
the oldest sportsman of Great Britain, who had never
any other ides to interfere to perplex his researches,”
The greater part of the ‘ Cynegeticus’ is devoted to
the subject of hunting the hate ; and it is perhaps a
little disappointing, after all that Xenophon says about
hunting in general as a preparation for war, to find
such a very safe kind of sport made sv prominent.
Doubtless, however, et running with heagles hardens
the physique, and Xenophon was quite right in main-
taining (what perhaps in his time it was ;necessary to
mnintain) that those nations are most likely to do well
in war of which the upper classes have a taste for-
field-sports. He says, that for a young man who has
a competency, the first thipg is to devote himeelf ta
hunting, and the second thing is to learn other accomé
plishmenta. .
Hare-hunting, with Xenophon, means to find the »
hare in her form by the use of dogs tracking her
scent ; when found, to drive her with these dogs into
nets praviotuly set in her runa, or, failing this, to b
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her out and run her down in the open. The dramatis
personce in the hunt are the master, who manages the
dogs himself, and his net-setter, who must be an
act.iv:a young slave keen for the sport, and, as Xeno-
phon adds, implying his own ignorance of foreign
Jongues, ‘“he must be able to speak Greek.” The
dogs to be used are two breeds of the Spartan hound ;
and Xeénophone first says what they ought not to be
and what they ought not to do, giving auy claborate
and amusing catalogue of the bad styles of Runting
which a dog may exhibit. Afterwards he describes
the shape and action of a peri«-t hound.  Hijs_can-

ception, however, is differont from that which Shake-
WMMMWM
“MidsunnerNighertroan ” - . |
%My hounde are bred out of-the Spartan kind,
So flewed, 8o sanded ; and their heads are hung
With ears that sweep away the morning dew ;
Crook-kneed, and dewlnppe"ljke Thessulian bulls;
Slow in pursuit, but ed in mouth like bells,
Each u.uder each.”

Xenophon thinks that the ears should be *small,
thin, and without hair at the back,” that the neck
should be “long, flexible, and round,” and the knees
“gtiaight.” But he does ngt expect great speed in his
dogs, for he says that the hare can hardly ever be
,canght by the dogs by pure coursing. © He gives many
d)rectmns for breeding and training hounds, and sdds
s oapztal list of names for them, all diseyllablos, such
& Poyché, Thymus, Phylax, Rhomé, Porpax, Lther,
Astis, Hybris, Augo, Noes, &o. (Spirit, Courage, War-
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der, Forcoful, Shield-hasp, Ather, Sunbeam, Wanton,
Bright-eyes, Marker).

The sport begins in the early mormmng, whniie e
scent still lies on the track made by the hams in
returning to their forms. Xenophon prefers a north-
erly wind for scent,—he thinks the moisture contained,
in the south wind to be a disadvantage ; and he says
that the full moon by its warmth duls the ment,—
added to Jwhich the light makes the hares alnp 80
that ’ohur steps aro at longer intervals, which is
unfavourable to scenting. Truly the moon is mnde Qo
angwer for a great mz}g}:mgﬁ In_this world ! “The
ﬁ‘iﬂ”ﬁt“n‘ffd‘ the ™z autumn enophon considers the best

goagons of the year “for scent ; h_wmm
sympathised with ihat modern spartaman.uhio talked

sympathi
. W” for he says that in spring,
“when the ground is covered with flowers, it incon-
veunionces the dogs by mingling the odour of the
flowers with that of Whe hare.” Tt is clear thak he
was accustomed to hund the hare all the year round,
regardless of breeding-times, and to follow her by her
tracks in the snow—in short, to kill with dogs and
nets whenever the chance ocenrred.  This total want
of the idea of game-preserving inakes it 'sasy to under-
stand the apparent scarciéy of hares in Xenophon's
country. Ho seems to have considered that to kill a
single hare was « fair day’s sport. }
His description of the hare is excellent, and he.
draws a most graphic pieture of puss lying in her form.
“ When she is’ awake she winks with her eyelids, but

when she is asleep, the eyelids are raised and fixed,

-
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and the eyes continue unmoved ; also, while asleep, she
moves her nosgils, frequently, but when not aslecp,
1#ss often.” The huntsman, sallying forth in a light
loosg dress, with light sandals on, and a thick staff
in his hand, when he gets to the hunting-ground, vows
+to Apollo and to Diana the huntress a share of what
may be captured ; he then sets his dogs to draw for
the séent,, which we will suppose to be quickly dis-
covered. “ Off go the dogs now with joy and spirit,
discovering two or three scents as the case nay be,
proceeding along and over them as they intersect,
form circles, run strnight or winding, are strong or
weak, are caught up or not: the animals passing by
one another, waving their tails about incessantly,
hanging down their ears, and flashing their eycs.
When they are near the hare, they soon let the hunts-
man knpw it, by vibrating their whole bodics, and
jealously vying for the lead, now clustering together,
now spreading abroad, again glashing on, till at last
they hit upon the hare’s fofm and rush in upon her.
Up she spuings, and away she starts, and the hunts-
man gives the view-hallo, ¢ Forward, dogs, forward !
right, dogs, right !’ and wrapping his coat round hLis
arm, he takes his staff and runs after the dogs, taking
care not to head the chase” The hare, running in a
ring, is expected to come round to where the nets are
set, and so get caught. If not, the hunt must be pur-
sued, as with beagles in modern times; and all the
incidents of the day are describéd in the wost lively
manner by Xenophon, with instructions for the tactics
%0 be pursued, and the proper cries and modulations of
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the vnice to be used. When the hare has been
caught, either by hunting or bygdriying it into the
nets, the huntsman takes up his snares, and hav-
ing rubbed down the dogs, quits the hunting-field,
stopping occasionally, if it Le mnoon-tide in sum-
mer, that the dogs’ feet may not become sore on the.
way.

The eloment of nets in Xenophon's ham-h\'mting
may he cqnsidered by some to give it a poaching
charactér, which consists in having too great an eye to
the pot—that is, to the actual capture of the animal by
whatever means, instead of considering the pursuit
iteelf, conducted in noble form and under honourable
restrictions, to be the truer end in the sportsman’s
mind. But, on the other hand, Xenophon's genuine
interest in the working of the dogs is asportsmanlike
feature. It is to be feared that no point so fayourable
can be found in his account of hunting the deer or
antelope. One plan ¥at he recommends is to lie in
wait before daybreak, atnl watch the hinds bringing
back their suckling fawns into the grassy gledes. Then
to seize up a fawn from its bed, on which the hind,
its mother, hearing its cries, will rush upon the man
that holds it and try to take it from him, when she
may easily be worried by the hunter's dogs and de-
spatched with his spear. Another plan is, when the
fawns are grown older, to separate one of them from
the henl of deer, and run down it with fleet and strong
Indian dogs. A tiird is to set snares in the deers’
path, consisting each of & noose with a glog attached.
‘When a deer puts its foot into one of these, the alog
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will impede its running ; it may then be tired out,
and spoared b tl’g: hunter.

. Boar-huntmg in Xenophon is a more dangerous and
manly sport. When the boar is tracked to his lair,
nete are set in the neighbouring outlets, and he is
roused by dogs, the hunters following with spears.
When he has involved himself in a net he is speared ;
but ‘he ofters turns and charges, and then the spear is
used like a fixed bayonet on which to recejyve his charge.
The boar may by a twist of his head wrest’the spear
from the hunter'’s hand, who then must immediately
throw himself flat on his face, 80 as to prevent the
boer from being able to wound him with his upward-
turned tusks, and & comrade must instantly stup for-
ward and divert the beast by another attack. Such
was the boar-hunting of the ancients—not, perhaps,
equal in thrilling excitement 1o the * l.’.’.&‘ sticking "’
of Anglo-Indm, and yet full of adventure and risk.
Horace * places the love for fhis sport among the “ rul-
ing passions” of maukindfand describes the hunter,
when the, boar has broken through the nets and got
away, remaining out all day in pursuit of him, forgetful
of the tender bride whom he has recently married.

Of hunting large game—that is, lions, leopards,

* Odes, L i:— ’

“ Regardless of his gentle hride,
The huntsman tarries from her side,
Though winds blow keen ‘neath skies rustere,
If his stanch hounds have tracked the deer, -
Or by the meshes’ rent is scen
W‘hem late a Hnshn boar hath been,”

" —Mr Martin’s Transjation.



170 RBUNTING LARGE QANE.

lynxes, panthers, and bears—Xenophon speaks briefly
aa a foreign sport. He mentions thatgn sgme places the
beasts aro poisoned with aconite mixed in lumps of ¢
food, and placed in their way. In other places they
arc intercepted in the plains when they have come
down from the mountains at night, and are speared
by men on horseback. FElsewhere they are taken by
means of pitfalls, with live goats for bait. e

Thus far the treatise is of a purely technical cha-
racter ; but Xenophon, in concluding it, gives way to
his love of moralising, and preaches a somewhat incon-
gruous and irrelevant sermon. He returns to his old
theme, the excellence of the practice of hunting as
preparing a man to serve his country. Then he goes
on to the worth of toilsome pursuits in general, and,
though virtue is toilsome, says that mankind would
not shun the pursuit of her if they could only,see in
bodily form how beautiful she is, This train of
thought reminds him of % “ Sophists,” or professionel
teachers of morals and rhefioric.  These he denounces
as impostors, and in reference fo the subjecswhich he
has heen treating, he culls them ‘hunters for rich
young men.” There is, he adds, another spurious
kind of hunters ; namely, the political place-hunters.
Their example young men should avoid, and should
rather devote themselves to field-sports, with a happy
faith that the gods delight in and approve ofi:these,
and that by practising them they may become a benoh't
to their parents, their friends, and their country.

The whole of this pgroration is so little in keeping
with the former part of a very excellent treatise, that .
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some are inclined to think that it mumst have been
added on byghe iand of a forger. But the manner of
the writing is like that of Xenophon, when in his
1gost sermonising and rhetorical vein.* 1t was per-
haps written at a different period of his life from the
main body of the ‘ Treatise on Hunting.'! We kuow
that the ancients indulged in frequent revisions of
their work®; and it is not impossible that Xenophon,
at a period when his taste and style bad been some-
what impaired by age, took up the chapters on huni-
ing which he had written in his vigorous manhood,
and, by way of a finish, added to them this cold
harangue.
* Sec above, page 109.



CHAPTER VIL
CONGLLURION,

SoME one of the works of Xenophon is usually the
first Greek prose book that is put into the hands of
the schoolboy ; but it is for the sake of his lauguage
rather than his matter that Xenophon is read in our
schools and colleges, and thus he is read in a frag-
mentary way, and comparatively few people have any-
thing like a eomplete knowledge of his wrmngs It
hus indeed heen too mucliythe fault of classical educd;
tion in England to think%xclusively of the language
and style, and to disregard the study of the getual life
and ideas of the ancients, as treasured up in their
hooks. But in bringing, as in this little volume, an
ancient classical author to the notice of English readers,
thers is no longer the tempiation to rest contented
with an mhmntwn of the dwords ; the matter must
stand forth, as it were, en Mﬂ!ﬂ, and the gquestion
must be asked, What is this famous author worth for
all time, when his sentences have been robbed of that'
perfection of form which undoubtedly entitled him to
be appreciated as an artist of style ¥
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»
This is the sort of queation which we have now to
answer ,about thmphon And in the first place, it
smust be remmuber(,d §h9t', iy l:gga‘g(hng an ancient
author from u mal" mpoxnt of view, thero is a his-
torical and anthuarmu interest in the very imperfoc-
tion of his ideas. Flint knives and arrow-heads are
prized for our_museums, not for their excellonce, but!
for then' cwnpa.mtwe madequwy to t,hen' mapecmve
very hmxt,ed and even erroneous thought.s on nub;ectﬂ
with ngtu'd to which the world is now better in-
structed, may be interesting to us as a contribution to
the history of the mind of man. From examples of

this kind we see that

“Throngh the ages an increasing purpose runs, !

And the thoughts of men are widened by the process of
sthe suns ;"

shd we learn to know how jnequal was the greatness
of the ancients. While # the spheres of Art and
the Beauntjful and. Abstract Thought the Grecks. are.the
masters for all modern times, we find what an immense
advantage over them has been given to us by the
development_of the separate sciences.

The study of Xenoghon’s writings is peculiarly
fortile in reflections of this kind. He serves very,
well as the representative Greek of the fourth century
before Christ. He stands forth as the product o
At.hens, of the teachings of Socrates, of the debates in
the Agora, and, generally speaking, of the ‘ Aryan
prineiples of education.” The circumstances of  his
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life gave him a wide experience and a sort of qos__pgé
) polite point of view. He seems a typical instance of
"the “sound mind in a sound body.” ® He was en-,
dowed with great activity, curiosity, and enlightened
intelligence, and he wrote on war, contemporary historf,
politics, the lives of great men, education, finance,
rural and domestic economy, the equestrian art, and the
chase. He serves then to us as a measurp of anclent
Groece in many of tho departments of life. And
when we read a treatise like the ¢ Revenues of Athens,’
written by a man of his eminence, we see how totally
undeveloped in his time must have beem the notions
of political cconomy and of foreign politics, as imply~
ing a system of different powers in relation to each
uther.  We see the want of the idea of science in his
asguming that the silver mines of Laurion were inex-
haustible, instead of referring to any mineralogical
data on the subject. We sce a great contrast %o our
own notions in his opingon, laid down in the ¢ (Ece-
nomicus,’ that agriculturehis the easiest of all art.s,
requiring only the application of common-sense. In
-the same work we find the indorsement of that de-
graded conception of the position of the wife in a
household, which was one of the weakest points in
ancient Greek civilisation. Throughout his histories
d military disquisitions we see how comparatively
petty and barbarous in their details the most important,
wars of his day were. No great general had as yet
fived ; the movement of large masses of tzoops had
not become a science. There was no artillery more
formidable than the bow aund arrow, or the stone
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rolled down a hill. And the least consideration con-
vinces us, that the ten thousand Greeks, with their
» 8pears and their pauan, would huve had no more chance
than so many South-sea islanders, and not half so
nfich chance as the Abyssinians of King Theodors,:
aguinst a single Kuropean regiment armed with the
breoch-loader. <
It is diffjeult at first to realise the differences in
external things between the ancient (mmks and our-
selves, 1t is difficult not to forget that “irerk society
was based on slavery, and that every house in Athens
was more or less filled with captives from Asia Minor
or Thrage, or clsewhere, whose vernacular language
probably the master of the house did not undemstand.
It does not occur to oue to remember that such a
simple instrument as tho stirrup had never heen in-
troduced to assist the riders of ancient (ireece. But
an author like Xenophon going into homely details,
and giving us unfaded p of-daily. dncidents,
fresh as they occurred twegdlty-two centuries ago, is of
the utmogt value in enahlifg us to see these things, and
to “ restore "’ in imagination the life of ancient (ircece.
No more graphic and stirring narrative than that in
which Xenophon traces the fortune of the Ten Thou-
sand was ever written. ,And his practical treatises on
the Horse and on Hunting are excellent in themselves,
and are full of interest fromn an antiquarian point of
view,
* Apart then from his style, Xenophon's chief meri
and his chief service fo modern readers consist in th
amount of information he has preserved. The ‘ An
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basis’ is of ‘course full of information, not only about
Greek mannors, but also about the state of the Persian
Empire, the goography of many interesting countries,
and the characteristics of soveral wild tribes. The
¢ Hellenica’ is a contemporary record of the affairs of
Urecce for a period of fifty years, and we have only
_abstained from abridging it, because to do so would
"be to rewrite a portion of Greek history which has
been often and well written in English before, To
the ¢ Memvrabilia’ men look for a particular kind of
information—information about the strange personality
of Socrates. It is true thut Xenophon has not done
the work of recording the conversations of his master
as well as might be wished. He had not the fine
perception or dramatic faculty which would have been
requisite for the task. But the collection of facts which
he gives is, as far as it goes, valuable.
The ancients considered Xenophon a ¢ philosopher,”
and Diogenes Laertius weites his life as such. But
" his only claim to be called'$» is, that he was a pupil of
+‘Bocrates, and wrote anecdotds about him. Xenophon
never uses a metaphysical word or utters & metaphy-
sical thought in all his writings. He was a moraliat,
and appuarently he could not understand that Socrates
was anything more than a moralist. Xenophon's
ethical philosophy was expressed in his ¢ Education of
Cyrus,” though often repeated without variation in
other books. It comes to something of this kind—
that & man should train his body by hunting and
similar exercisos, and his mind by debate and discus-
sion ; that he should be very sober and tomperate;
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;cry god-fearing, especially in the matter of seeking
signs and omens; very just and truthful; that he
sshould possess, or acquire, the art of influencing and
ruling over other men, and that he should use that art
for benoficent ends. Such was the whole duty of man
according to Xenophon. It was a simple doctrine, and,
we can easily sce that it was compounded of th

Spartan idegs of education, with some of the intelle
tual and moral ideas of Socrates. We may conclude,
then, that Xenophon was no philosopher in the proper
gense of the term. Kven as a moral essayist, as in the
- Cyropiudeia,’ the ‘Hiero,’ the ¢ Agesilaus,’ &c., he is not
strong, but only passable. His strength is not in deep
thoughts or clevated sentiments, not as a master of the
true and the beautiful, hut as a manly, straightforward
writer of information, and as having admirably told
one degply interesting story—the epic tale of the Ten
Thousand Greeks.

At the same time, we t not refuse to allow to
Xenophon a certain amoun%f originality. It is pro-
bable that;he had no model before him, either for his
¢ Ana)agis’ or for his ‘Memorabilia.' And it geems
not unlikely that his ¢ Banquet’ may have heen the
first imaginary dialogue introducing Socrates that was
ever written. If so, it gave the idea to Plato, who,
taking it up, wrote dialogues that are to the ‘ Banquet’
of Xenophan aa the plays. of Shakespeare_ to those of |
M . The various minor works of Xenophon are
specimens of a kind of originality—not the originality
of creative genius, but rather a sort of practical in-
ventiveness which showed him what things might

A G vol. viii, »
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be done, fhough it did not lead him to do them in
the very highest way. Genius, indred, in the highest
sense, wo must absolutely deny to Xenophon, who had:
abundant versatile talent, but who lacked *the vision
and the faculty divine.” (Hu is not great even as a
{historian : his ¢ Anabasis’ is wanting in general re-
flections, and his ¢ Hellenica’ is merely the work of an
;mmalint., standing to *Thucydides, whost historj" he
{ undertook tq continue, much in tho same relation as
Smollett occupies towards Tlume.) We must with-
draw, in short, all claim for Xenophon to rank among
the greatest writers of antiquity. He comes into a
second class, and is admirable, as far as his thought’
and matter are concerned, gnly for thuse qualities
which we have above attributed to him. i
To this extent, and no further, we should agree with
Colonel Mure, whose account of Xenophon (in his
¢ Critical History of the Language and Literature of
Ancient Greece') is fr%l{ beginning to end a severe
attack. Amongst othor t¥ings, he impugns the geod
faith of Xenophon as a historian, and stigrr atises him
us exceedingly false in the colour which he gives to
various transactions. Mr Grote, on the other hand,
places unbounded reliance on all the statements of
Xenophon. Probably an esiimate between thesg two
extremes may be the correct one. It is very likely
that Xenophon's account of his own shgre in the
! ¢ Retreat of the Ten Thousand’ should be taken cum
grano galic. It was the practice of ancient historians
to insert in their narratives, as having actually been
spoken, speeches which they composed in cold bjood
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as suitable to the. occasion. Xenophon, no dould,
followed thisgplaw in writing his ¢ Anabasie, and he
'may have allotted to himself a rather more prominent
aryl favourable pesition on some occasions than others
would have assigned him. Thus far his writing may
have been a sort of Dichtung und Wahrheit ; but
there is every reason to believe that the truth greatly
preponderatal.  Xenophon, of course, had his preju-
dicgg, and he was a versatile Gireek of rather guperficial
character ; but, on the whole, he was manly and well-
intentioned, and to consider falschnod as heing a pro-
‘minent characteristic of hix nature scems Lo us to be
unjust and unfounded.

Jefore taking lcave of him we must say a \mrd
ubout his style, which this volume has not been able
to represent, cxcept in so far as it has enabled the
reader goceasionally to notice the homely raciness of
his expressions.  Several instances of this oceur in the
exact translation given shgfe (page 62) of a long
passage from the ¢ Anahasif’  Colloguial vigour is the
oloquencesof Xenophon. 1 For the rest he is pure,
simpk, and lucid. " The Greek language hafl been
perfected in Xcenophon’s youth by sophists and rhetori-
cians —by the Greek orators with Pericles at their head,
and by the great historian®Thucydides. Xenophon used
the language, thus developed, as an instrunent of which
he was perfectly master. In his best works he writes
ag if he did not think about style at all, but simply
aimed at saying, in a plain manner, what he had to
say. His taste and cultivation gave an unstudied
refinement to his diction ; and his freedom from all
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eccontricity and from all excessive specialty ¢f..mind,

allowed his writings to attain to a gort of national and
universal standard, rather than an individuul character.

And so it has come about that the model of classical
Greek prose is considered to be preserved, not in the la-
boured antithetiral greatness of the style of Thucydides,
nor in the lovely half-poctical diction of Plato, but in
the everyday scuiences which make ups the page of
Xenophon. Not only are these the study of the
nglish ‘schoolboy, but the newspaper writers of
Athens at the present day, in hopes of reviving some
of the classical purity of the ancients, are said to Le
dxhg.\ently engaged in teaching the corrupt modern
Greok language to copy Xenophon.

"
END OF XENOPHON.
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